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[ES EnviroSecurity Assessments
A major proportion of the world’s ecosystems and the services they perform for society and nature is being degraded or used unsustainably. This process affects
human wellbeing in several ways. The growing scarcity of natural resources creates a growing risk for human and political conflicts and hinders 3.
sustainable development and the poverty alleviation that depends on it. Situations involving resource abundance can also be related to serious environmental degra-
dation, increased community health risks, crime and corruption, threats to human rights and violent conflicts - in short, to a decrease of security.
The overall objective of IES EnviroSecurity Assessments is to secure the natural resource livelihood basis on the local, regional and international level. IES pursues
this objective along the following mutually related lines: (1) the conservation of ecosystems and their related services, (2) the implementation of the international
legal order, (3) the provision of economic incentives for maintenance of ecosystem services, and (4) empowerment of relevant actors and dissemination of results. 4
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The Institute for Environmental Security (IES) is an international non-profit
non-governmental organisation established in 2002 in The Hague, The Netherlands
with liaison offices in Brussels, London and Washington, D.C. Promoting Environmental Security and_P
in the Matavén area of Colombia
The Institute's mission is: "To advance global environmental security by promo-
ting the maintenance of the regenerative capacity of life-supporting eco-systems." Produced by the Institute for Environme
the Fundacion Gaia Amazonas, (o
Our multidisciplinary work programme - Horizon 21 - integrates the fields of Netherlands Ministry of Foreig 13.
science, diplomacy, law, finance and education and is designed to provide policy- 9.
makers with a methodology to tackle environmental security risks in time, in Project Manager / Writer:
order to safequard essential conditions for sustainable development. Administrator / Editor: Ro
Key objectives of the Horizon 21 programme are: Researcher / Writer: Jeann
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1 SCIENCE: Create enhanced decision tools for foreign policy makers, Legal Advisor: Serge Brop ional Law Service
donors and their target groups on regional, national and Senior Consultant: Leej
local levels; Research Assistants: Sj 3 e 10.
1 DIPLOMACY: pPromote effective linkages between environment, Frederik J.W. van Oudg
security and sustainable development policies; Additional research p idacio 3 - Colombia
1 LAW: Contribute to the development of a more effective (COAMA) and Institu i gicas Alexander von
system of international law and governance; Humboldt, Colombia
T FINANCE: Introduce new and innovative financial mechanisms for the Cartographers: Philippe ewicz and Diana Rizzolio, UNEP/GRID-Arendal 1.

maintenance of the globe's life supporting ecosystems; Layout: B. de Ville / Graphic Design / www.traits.be
1 EDUCATION: Build the environmental knowledge capital of people and
organisations. / Printed in Belgium on environmentally friendly and recycled paper /
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Our mission and programme should be seen in the context of promoting inter- Environmental [y bils EnviroSense
national sustainable development goals and as a contribution toward long-term Security —

poverty alleviation. _ . §
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olombia is a country where (indigenous) communities are driven off their lands by guerrilla and parami- o
litary warfare and the cultivation or the eradication of illegal crops. Forest restoration and compensation w 4% x
for ecosystem services may help to decrease conflicts. The violence, the cultivation of illegal crops and \b :
their eradication by pesticides and fumigation lead to forest destruction and serious water pollution. The conflicts PanAA_ 0
are now also spilling over into the neighbouring countries. *2 Q
The challenge now for Colombia is to protect its wealth of ecosystem services and the indigenous people's B
culture and way of life. To achieve this it must be able to enforce laws, provide its people with security and = O% S~
viable alternatives. Fundamental to achieving the challenges are not only payments for ecosystem services, " e ’
e.q. carbon sequestration, from foreign donors but also remote sensing monitoring of these ecosystems in
order to prioritize problematic areas.
Coca Cultivation in Colombia
Ina 15 year period starting in the 1970’s 700,000 ha of Amazon rain forest was
cleared for planting coca. In 2004 there were 80,000 ha of coca being cultivated
in Colombia (UNODC Colombia, 2005). Colombia supplies 70-80% (estimate Ecusoon
until 1997) of the global cocaine market. gt gt
Despite the fact that it is illegal, coca is a “good” means of livelihood for =
the coca growers. However, the presence of coca fields can result in envi- oy s 09 ) e
ronmental destruction, e.g. through deforestation, soil erosion and water 1 .
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