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Pistory of the Church and dPanor of Iigan.

Part III.

N the deprivation of bishop Bridgeman a nenconformist
minister was put into possession of the church and
parsonage of Wigan.

JamEes BrabsHaw, the presbyterian rector who succeeded
Bridgeman, entercd vpon the cure about 1643  He was the
son of John Bradshaw, of Darcy Lever, near Holton-le-Moors, a
gentleman of good family, by Alice, daughter of Robert Lever,
of Darcy Lever, his first wife.! Mr. John Bradshaw, the father,
died in 16622 and was succeeded at Damy Lever Hall by his
son James, the subject of this memoir,

James Bradshaw was born at Darcy Leverd about the ycar
16124 Dr. Calamy informs us that his father sent his three sons
to Oxford, where they were brought up to the three learned
professions,—of law, divinity, and physic.’

The above-muentioned James Bradshaw was educated at Brazen-
nose College, Oxford, and while rector of Wigan he lived at the

v Dugdale's Fitatiom of Lawcasdire, Chelham Snc., wal. laazie. po 500 Arms of
Bradshaw of lharcy Lever, ns enlered] in Progdale’s Fosdemow by Mr. James Brad-
thaw, 1ith March, ity : Arpemf, Sottorrw oo hemadicts, thrne crouflops, sadie.

" fbd,

f Calamy's Vewcowformisfs NMemorsad, vol. i p. 337, Thin [amet Bruldhaw bk
wlten been conlfawed with another James Bradshaw, who was born 2t 1lacking, in 1he
parish of Holion, was educated s Christ Cherch, Unfonl, and aftorwards became
mimyer of Huwlley, in the parih of YWogan, from which be was cjected after 1be
Bastvration (Lalamy's Nemeonf. Mo, vol. i, |2 364

1 Dugrdale’s o, F Calamy's Avacenf. Mem., vol. & po 337,
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462 History of the Church and Manor of Wga#.

hall er parsonage house.? In 1644 he made himsell notorious
by encouraging the siepe of Lathom House in a series of violent
sermons. Preaching from Jecemish xv. 14, he compared Lathom's
seven towers to the seven heads of the beast, and the noble and
courageous lady of Lathom to the scarlet whore and the whore
of Babylon.2

The unhappy condition to which the inhabitants of Wigan
were reduced in Bradshaw's time is graphically described in the
foliowing statcment preserved in the Ciwd War Tracls of
Lancashire :

“ A true representation of the present sad and lamentable condition
of the county of Lancaster, and particulacly of the towns of Wigan,
Ashton, and the parts adjacent.

The hand of God is evidendy seen stretched out upon the county,
chastening it with a three-corded scourge of sword, pestilence, and
famine, all at once aficting it. They have bome the heat and burden
of a first and second war in an especial manner above other parts of
the nation. Through them the two great bodies of the late Scotch and
English armies passed, and in their very Lowels was that great fighuing,
bloodshed, and breaking. In this county hath the plague of pestilence
been raging these three years and upwards, occasioned chiefly by the
wars, [her¢ is a wvery great scarcity and deanth of all provizions,
especially of all sorts of grain, particularly that kind by which that
country is most sustained, which is full six-fold the price that of late
years it hath been. All trade, by which they have been much supported,
is uterly decayed ; it would melt any good heart to see the numerous
swarms of begging poor, and the mapy families that pine away at home,
not having faces o beg; very many now craving alms at other men's
doors, who were used to give others alms at their doors ;—to see pale.
ness, nay death, appear in the cheeks of the poar, and often to hear of
some found dead in their houses, or highways, for want of bread.

But particolarly the towns of Wigan and Ashton, with the neighbour.
ing parts, lying at present under the sore stroke of God in the pestilence,
in one whereof are full twoe thousand poor whe, for three months and

¥ Calamy's Mewconf. Mem., vol. L p. 127
* Chromgele of the Fired Sigpe of Latkom ffowre.
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upwards have Dbeen restrained, no reblef to be had for them in the
ordinary course of law, there being none at present to act as justices
of the peace ; the collections in our congregations {their only supply
hitherto} being generally very slack and alender, those wanting ahility
to help who have hearts to pity them. Most men's estates beoing
much drained by the wars, and now almost exhausted by the present
scarcity and many other burdens incumbent upon them, there is no
bonds to keep in the infected bunger-starved poor, whose breaking out
jeopardeth all the neighbourhood ; some of them, already being at the
point to petish through famine, have fotched in and eaten camion and
ather unwholesome food, to the destroying of themselves and increasing
of the infection; and, the more to invoke pity and mercy, it may be
consiclered that this faal contagion had i1s rise evidently from the
woonded soldiers of our army left there [or cure

All which is certified to some of the reverend ministers of the city of
London, by the mayor, minisier, and other persons of credit, inhabitants
in, or well wishers to, and well acquainted with, the town of Wigan,
together with four godly and faithful ministers of Lancashire, by provid-
ence in this cily at present.

Now il God shall stir up the hearts of any or more congregations in
and about the cuy of London (the premises considered) to yicld their
chanitable contribution 10 the necessities of these afflicted and distressed
parts and pdaces, it will be carefully sought after, and thankfuily received
by Mr. James Wainwnght, Mr. Thomas Markland, Mr. James Winstan-
ley, and Mr. John [caver, or some of them, and Rithiully disposed
according 1o Christian discretion, by Major-General Ashton, William
Ashurst, Peier Hrokes, Esguires, Mr. Jolly, mayor of Wigan, together
with Mr. Richard Heyricke, Mr. Charles Herle, Mr. Alexander Hor-
rockes, and Mr. James Hyet, ministers of the gospel, or some of them

Ambrose Jolly, Mayor
James Bradshaw, Minister [ of the town
John Standish, l Bailifs & oF Wigan

Ralph Markland,

James Hyet,

Richard Hollingworth, Ministers of
Izaac Ambrose, Lancashire ”
John Tilsley,

This statement is dated May 24, 1645,
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By virtue of an act of parliament passed an the 8th of June,
1640, entitled “ An act for the providing maintenance of preach-
ing ministers and other pious uses,” commissioners were appointed
in each county to report upoen the state of each parish, and to
fonvard their reports to Landon. The subjects on which they
were to collect information were as follows, namely : “The number
of parsonages, vicarages, churches, chapels, or other ecclesiastical
benehces, the yearly value of each of them, the name of the in-
curnbent, proprietor or possessor. the name of the person who
supplied the cure, and what his salary was, the number of chapels
belonging to each parisk church, and their situation, what chapels
it was advisable to detach from their parish churches and annex
to other parishes, and where it was needful to erect new churches
and divide parishes.”

The Lancashire commission is dated 2gth March, 1650, The
inquisitions were taken before local juries of men of good stand-
ing and position, whose names are given, and before whom
witnesses were broupht and examined. These commissioners,
who were twenty-five in number, heid altogether sixtecn in-
quisitions, three of which wers taken at Manchester, six at
Wigan, three at Lancaster, three at Preston, and one at Black-
burn; and the High Sherifl of the county was authorized to
cause “honest and lawlvll men” to appear before them, * by
whom the truth may be best known and inguired of."2

The first inquisition for the hundred of West Derby was held
at Wigan before Fokn Atherton, Richard Standish, Fames A skton,
Alevander Bariowwe, Thomas Birck, Robert Maudicley, Fohn Hari-
ley and Peter Holte, Esquires, and Thomas Cubham and Robert
(rlest, gentr, Commissioners, and others named in the commis-
sion, on Tuesday, the zoth of June, 1650, by the oath of Peter
Kenion of Hadocke, gent, Rickard Astley of Tildesley, gent,
William Sorocold of Oxford, gent., Edward Nailor of Bediord,
gent, Thurstan Peake of Warrington, gent., Henry Barrow of

' Commonmaritk Churck Swvey (Lancashire and Cheshire Eecord Society, vol. i
P x).
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Burtonwood, gent, Thomas Ofclf of fearnchicad, gent., Thomas
Constatle of Lawton, gent, Thewas Rothwell of Newtan, gent,
Fokn Robinson of Ashcton, pent., Thoeweas Shawe of Culcheth,
gent., Humphrey Plate of Hindley, gent., Hilliam Tapping of
Pemberton, gent, IFiliam Yares of Ripton cum Glazebrooke,
gent., Williawm Bivchal! of Billinge, gent., Fhomas Lyon of Bill-
inge, gent., and AMfathee Lowe of Asheton, gent, who made their
presentment with respect to the parish of Wipan as follows :

""Wee doe present that there is a pish church wtin J#ima, and a
Mansion howse w"™ thappurtetices called the parsonage of Wigan, and
certaine glebe lands thergunto belengings, of the yrarly value of thutie
pounds p anii, and that the chieffe rentes, the rentes of the tennantes,
the milne renles, and the shoppe rentes ave about thirty pounds p anii;
and that upon the delinquency of Dactr Berdpman, lare bushopp of
Chester and rector of Wigan, by order of the commintie of plundred
minin™, Ar. Joesees Sradifow, now presentl incumbent, came in and
supplyed the cure there and is a painefull able preaching minist', and
hath observed the core upon the Lordes dayes; and that hee having
naotice for ohservaion of the last fase day, being the 1 51h of this instane
June, did not observe the same {conuary to the act of this paent pliam®) ;
and ihat hee hath cnjoyed the same glebe landes and received the rents,
tythes and pffittes thereof, or the most pt thereof, for his salary or main-
teynance ; & that the tythea of the said pish are worth 417l ot B4
p anii; and that there is two chapells belonging to Wigan pansh, the
one called Hilling chappell and the ether called Hindley chappell, and
that the church or chapell of Holland did formly belong unic and was
pt of the pish of Wigan untdl of late the same was severed by ordinance
of Patliam'; and that there is a rent charge issuing out of the rectory of
Wigan to the Cathedrall chuech of Litchleild of the sume of twenty
pounds p anii of thercabouts as wee are informed.

Wee doe present that the towne of fazigh is w*tin the pish of Wigan
and the nearer syde thereof is w*in three quart™ of a statute myle and
further side therend about 1wo myles from the said gish church of Wigan,
nnd that the inhabitantes therein have most [resjuenty repaired to the
said church and have seats andl butiales thercin and may with conven-
lency continue 3oc saving those howses and teiites that are suitable and
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lying nearer to Blackerod chappell then to Wigan chareh; and that Rager
Fradehamwe, Esg, and his ancesto™ before him, have had the tythes
witin the lordshipp of Haigh, being but halfe a towne, and paid for the
same the sume of sixteene pounds a yeare, pt of the before mentoned
some of fower hundred seaventeene pounds tenn shillings and eight
pence for dive years last past, unto the rectors and incumbentes in
Wigan, and to their ancesto™ and that hee paid the same to Afr
Bradshawe the Psent incumbente, but did pay for the same in and
before Doctor Massie's time, rector of the same pish church, the yearly
some of three pounds six shillings and eight pence, and that the said
rent of sixteene pounds is the full worth therecf one yeare with another.

Wee present that the pish church of Selfend was formly a chappell
belonging to the parish church of Wigan untill by a late ordinance of
pliamt it was made a pish chorch, and there is neither parsonage nor
vicaridge belonging unto it, only w*%in the said towneshipp there is glebe
tand of the value of 4* p andi, in tythe come 8o% p anf, and in smale
tythes twenty shillings p anfi ; and Mr. Rishawd Baidwin is ﬁaent in-
cumbent there, a very able minist®, a man of honest lyffe and conver-
safiin, but keept not the last fast day appoynted by act of pliam’, and
teceives the profittes of the glebe lands, phittes of the smale tythes and
twelve pounds thirteene shillings and Hower pence p anfi of the phittes
of the tithe corne, and the residve of the said tyth com was formly
received by the Erie of Derdy but now sequestred and received by the
agents for sequestradsn; and that the said pish chorch of Holland is
three myles distant from Wigan churche, and from Billing chappell two
myles, after the rate of 320 poles to the myle, and from Duglas chappell
three myles after the same rate, and fitt to be continued = pish and to
have the hamell of Orrell, and soe many of the howses and tefites w™in
Billing and Winstanley as are scituate and lye nearer unto the said church
of Halland then to the pish church of Wigan ot church of Billing shalbe
Iykewyse continued as pt of the same pish of Holland.

Wee doe present that the tithe come and smale tythes whin Kinddey
doth belong to the rector of the pish chorch of Wigan and is of the
yearly value of fforty fyve pounds or thereabouts, and that there is a
chappell lately erected and built in Hindley afforesaid upon the charges
of many of the inhabitantes thereof and some of the inhabitantes w*in
Abram and also some of the inhabitantes w'in Aspull; and that M.
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Willm Willmson, an able godly and painfull minister and of good lyffe
and convsafén, doth axecule the Bsﬁle cure, and hath for his sazfarye or
manteynance Hower score pounds p anii payd by the rector of the pish
church of Wigan, or in default thereof the tythes of Hindley and Abram
{both being one towneshipp), we are of the yearly value of ffour score
pounds, pt of the before menfined sume of foure hundred seaventeene
pounds tenn shillings and eight pence, as by order of the pliam® may
appeare ; and that Hindley chappeti afforesaid is distant from the pish
church of Wigan three myles and forty poles, and two myles att the
least from any other chappell or church; and wee conceive Hindley
chappell ftt to be made a pish church, and to have Abram annexed to
it and the howses and tenem™ in Aspull berealter mentned (vet} fod've
Hindley, Roger Hindley, Grles Edger, (Frif't Penninglon, Richard Green,
Bagshaw, the hale [Hall] of Gudlow [Gidlow] and the tenfites to the
same, the Hale {Hall] of Bradshaw & tene™ to the same, and these
howses in Ince, fitt to bee annexed to Hindley church afforesaid, viet,
Henry Greene and Feerr Willmeon, being nearer to the said chappell of
Hindley then to any other church or chappell whatscever,

Wee present that the tyth ceme and smale tythes within Adram are
received by Mr. James Bradshase, minist® att Wigan, who supplyes the
care att Wigan afioresaid, and is of the yearly value of twenty fyve pounds
or thereabouts, pr of the before menfdned sume of fower hundred
seaventeens pounds tenn shillings and eight pence 3 and from the midst
of the said towne it is distamt from the pish church of Wigan fower
myles, and from Hindley chappell two myles and 2 halte and 34 poles,
from Leigh twe myles and a halfe and above, from Newton three myles,
and from Ashton three myles,

Wee doe present that there is a chappell within the towne of Brilfing
wihin the pish of Wigan, that by a late ordinance of pliam* the whole
towne of Orrelf and the one halfe of the towne of Seéffing and the
fiourth pt of the towne of Winstanley is devyded from the pish of
Wigan afforesaid and aonexed unte the pish of Helland, some pt of
them lying nearer to the charch of Billing then to any other church or
chappell; we do conceive that the whole tythes in those parts of the
towneshipp affore menfoned are worth forty six pounds p ani, pt of
the before menconed sume of fower hundred seaventeene pounds tenn
shillings and eight pence, and they are received by Mr. Kichard Bowden
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[Baldwin], who is minist art Holland ; and the residue of the tythes of
the townes afforesaid are worth twenty three pounds p anfi, pt of the
before mentoned sume of fower hundred seaventerne pounds tenn
shiilings and eight pence, and doth belong unto the pish church of
Wigan, and that Mr. Jemer Bradidaw is incumbent thers and doth
receive the same; and further wee say thar Mr Jodn Wright doth
supply the cure att the chappell of Billing and is a very honest, godly,
minist™ and of good lyfle and conversafon, but keept not the fast day
appoynted by act of phamt, and hath for his sallary fifty pounds p and,
paid him by M. fames Bradidasw, ministt at Wigan afforesaid, and a
donative given by Thomas Billing unio the said chappell of forty six
shillings eight pence p anii, and likewise fower pounds p anf, a dena-
tiug given by the inhabitantes of Billing and Winstanley ; and the said
chappell is distant from Wigan fower myles, and from Holland two
myles and a halfe, and from any other church or chappell three myles,
Therefore wee present Billing fiet to be made a gish, and to have those
ptes of Winstanley next adioyning to them to bee annexed to the said
pish of Billinge.

Wee doe present that the tythes of comn within fe within the pish
of Wigan belonges unte Fhomas Grerrard, £ig, and now sequestred for
his delinquency and received by the agents for sequestragon for the use
of the publique, and thal the same tythes hath soe belonged to the said
Mr. (zervard and his ancestors for a long tyme, and he claimes the
same by Pscripfon, and that the same is of the yearly value of twenty
pounds p anfi, ont of web tyth there issueth to Mr, James Bradihamw,
minist’ att Wigan church, flower pounds g anfi, being part of the said
sume of ffower hundred seaventeene pounds tenn shillings and eight
pence, and that the smale tythes in the same towne are worth three
shillings Alower pence p anf, also received and enjoyed by the said
Mr. Bradchas for his owne use ; and that the hameil of Ince is hut a
statute myle and a halfe from Wigan church and nearer that church then
any other church or chappeli, and sce fitt to bee united to the said pish
of Wigan,

Wee doe also present that the tyih corne and some other smale tythes
whin Pemderton afloresaid doe belong unto the rectory of Wigan, and
are received and enjoyed by Mr. Jamer Bradshaw, the psent incumbent
there, wha supplyes the cure there, and the same tythes are of the yearly
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ralue of 1wenly six pounds thirtesne shillings fower pence, pt of the
before menfonsd sume of foure hundred scaventeene pounds iean
shillings and sight pence; and tha the said towne of Pemberton is
nearcr uno the said church of Wigan then any other chureh or chappell,
and soc fitr to be keept united to the said church, being not above a
statute wyle & a halfe distant.

Wee doc present that the towne of Aspeff lyeth within the hundred
of Balford, and is win the parish of Wigan, and the tythes of come is
worth twenty foure pounds p anfi one yeare w'® anatht, pt of the before
mentoned sume of 417% 100 B4, and that the smale tythes of pigg, goose,
fambk and woall are warth ten shillings p anf, and that Afr. fowes
Bradthaw, who supplyes the cure of Wigan, receives the proffittes of
the said tylhes to his owne use; and that pt of the towne i but about
a statute myle from the pish church of Wigan, and soe Att to bee con.
tinuedd thereunto the said pish church, and not devyded, only such
howses as are thought fitt to bee taken to Hindley chappell or Blacke-
rodd church wek lye nearer to them or either of them. And lastly wee
doe gsent and thinke it fitt, meett and requisitt that all and every the
sevall churches and chappells that may be devyded from one 1o another
or made pishes, and are before in these or any of these Psentm
menéoned, shalbe pporconablie devyded and sepated by mates and
boundes 1o distinguish the peinctes and libiies of the said pishes and
chappeliries, and that such towneshipps and hamells ag lye betwixt any
two of the said churches and chappells shalbe devyded soe as the
inhabilantes may bee members of such of them as iv nearest, and not
necessitated to travel further for the benifitt of godes ondinances then
ix requisite.”

{Signed and scaled by) Far Kewiow, Rickard Ay, Thwrriom
Frake, VM Sorranld, Edward Nayler, FHenry Barreoe, Matkewe
Fome, Thomas Okall, Thomas Lyon, Thomar KRothueldl, Thomas Com-
ttabie, Adum Shawe, Humfrey Plait, Wild= Tepping, Wiiliam Yates,
Hiitm Birchall, John Rodirson, (and countemsigned by) fo. Atkerton,
Tho. Firch, Ko Mawdesler, Peter Hall, Tho. Cubbam.

Notwithstanding the favourable report of him which was given
by the commissioners, Bradshaw was ¢jected by the Independent

v CommprwenfiA Churcd Suwrreys, po 59
¥
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patliament in 1653 for not observing the fast: but was called to
Macclesfield, from whence he was ejected after the Restoration
in 1662.8

He then went to reside in his own house at Darcy Lever, and
obtained leave to preach for a while at Houghton chapel, in the
parish of Dean, and alterwards at Bradshaw chapel, by the con-
nivance of Mr, Bradshaw of Bradshaw Hall,z where he used to
read some of the prayers, though he would not subscribe to the
Act of Uniformity.3

Calamy describes him as “a man of incomparable abilities,
ready elocution, solid learning, a very good preacher, a ready
disputant, and every way well accomplished for the ministry.”
According to Calamy be died in 1683, aged 73 ;* but according
to a later writers his will was dated in 1584 and proved in 1636.

Mr. James Bradshaw married Elizabeth, daughter of Benjamin
Childe, of Cotsbache in the county of Leicester, cleck, by whom
be had 2 numerous issue® Several of his children were baptized,
and one of them buried, at Wigan, where the following entries
occur in the parish registers: 17th September, 1648, " Elizabeth
daughter of Mr. fames Bradshaw, parson,” was christened ; she
was buried on the 4th of November following. 16th September,
1649, " Elizabeth daughter of Mr. James Bradshaw, parson,” was
christened.  15th September, 1650, “ Sarah daughter of Mt
James Bradshaw, parson,” was christcned. 23rd November,
1851, * John sot of Mr. James Bradshaw, parson,” was christened,

1 Calamy's Momconforpusis' Memoried, val. i, p. 337.

1 John Bradshaw, Esq., of Bradshaw ILall, the head of this wide-spread family,
‘branches of which were settled in many places in Lancashire and Cheshire, wax
borm 1=t June, 1614,  He married Morgmeet, daughter of John Atherton, of Atherton
it the coonty of Lancaster, Esq., by whem he had o son John, bom st May, 1646,
and many wher childeen (Dugdate’s Fis of Lzae), He gave for his arms, Arpgens,
frop Aendlefs rxdde,

* Calamy's Newcanf, MHemr, val. i. po 337

& Colamy's Memeonf, Mew., vol. i p. 337

5 Bofrer: Weekly Towrnad, od, by Mo William Brimelow,

* Dugdale’s PP of Lawne,
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joth fanuary, 1652-3, * Mary dauphter of Mr. James Bradshaw,
minister,” was christened.  Besides these, his eldest children,
there were, at the time of Dugdale's Visitation, in March, 1664,
three other children, born after his gjectment from Wipan, vie,
Henjamin, Catherine, and Alice ;' of whom Benjamin was
baptized at Macclesfield on 2nd August, 1657, and Alice, on
sth June, 1659;2 there was also another son, James, baptized
there an 23rd December, 1660, who probably died young, as his
name is not given in the Visitation pedigree, O these children
Sarah became the wile of Daniel Bayley, Fsq, of Manchester,
from whom descended the late Sir John Potter, thrice mayor of
Manchester

John Bradshaw, the eldest son, carried on the line, and died in
1700.  Appended 1o the will of his widew, Mary Bradshaw, is an
endursement containing the following bequest: “ I do hereby
give to my son James my father Moxon's picture, unte my
daughter Sarah Howarth my mother Moxon's picture, unto my
son Jeremiah Bradshaw my sonne Juhn Bradshaw's picture, and
te my daughter Elizabeth Wood my own picture,”*  The testa-
trix was the daughter of John Moxun, of Manchester, borcugh-
reeve of Manchester in 1674 James Bradshaw, of Larcy Lever,
gentleman (the son of John Bradshaw), was bom in t67g, and
had several brothers and sisters whose names are preserved. He
appears in the year 1707 to have marricd Elinor, the daughter
of Juhn Rigby, by whom he had a son John, and two daughters,
Mary and Jane. This Johs Bradshaw was baptized in the
Collegiate church, Manchester, 13th Aupust, 1708, He married,
at Northenden, 7th March, 1735-6, Elizabeth, third daughter of
Dr. Samuel Peploe, lord bishop of Chester.  He bived principally
at Manchester, and very little at Darey Lever, his house at
Manchester being in Shudehili, ncar to the Bradshaw gates

" Tgdale's Ve of Lanr.

* Eareaker's Four Chederr, vol, ik p. 504, medr,
¥ Bofiam Waekly ‘?"Inld

'l
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He was an active justice of the peace for the county of Lan-
caster, and high sheriff of the county in 1753. Mr. John Brad-
shaw died on the 7th March, 1777, aged 69 years. He had
issue one son, James Bradshaw, of Darcy Lever, born in 1737,
a daughter Anne, married to Mr. Charles White, of Sale, near
Manchester, in 1757, and another daughter Elizabeth, married
in 1760 at the Collegiate church, Manchester, to one Radcliffe
Sidebottom, a lawyer. James Bradshaw, the son, was twice
married, first at Croston in May, 1768, to Anne, daughter of
John Whalley, of Blackburn, who died in childbed in June,
1778. He married secondly, at the Collegiate church, Man-
chester, 20th December, 1780, Jane, daughter of Edward Greaves,
Esquire, of Culcheth, who died at Manchester on 4th February,
1813. By her he had issue John Bradshaw, of Darcy Lever,
Esq., born 30th June, 1782, who married, 27th February, 1809,
at Evercreech, co. Somerset, Charlotte Mary, daughter of Samuel
Smith, Esq., and died in January, 1816, from the effects of an
overthrow of the mail coach at Pendleton. His wife died at
Yate, in the county of Gloucester, 31st August of the following
year, aged 28 years. They had issue the late James Edward
Bradshaw, of Darcy Lever, and Fairoak Park, in the county
of Hants, Esq., who was married on 3rd June, 1834, to Frances
Lumbe, daughter of the Rev. J. W. Dugdell, rector of Kington
Magna; and another son John Bradshaw, of Vicar's Hill
House, near Lymington, in the county of Hants, Esq., who
took the name and arms of Greaves in 1824 ; as also a
daughter Charlotte Mary, who was born at Bath in June
1810, and died at Yate in May, 1819.f Mr. James Edward
Bradshaw died 16th September, 1887, and was succeeded by
his eldest son Charles Bradshaw, Esq., the present owner of
Darcy Lever.

CHARLES HOTHAM superseded James Bradshaw as rector of
Wigan in 1653. Bishop Bridgeman having died in the previous

* Bolton Weekly Fournal.
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year, the benchice was now legally void, and Hotham was pro-
bably presented by the trustecs who held the patronage under
s father's will. He paid his first fruits gth May, 1653.¢ This
rector was the son of Sir John Hotham, of Scorborough, in the
county of York, knight, by his second wile, Anne, daughter of
Ralph Rokesby, of Yaork, Esqg., secretary to the council at York.
Sir Jabn Hotham was created a baronet by James 1. 3th January,
1622. He scems to have acquired the advowson of Wigan church
about the year 1641.  On the rupture between King Charles and
the parliament, Hotham was sent down to Yorkshire by the
parliament and made governor of Hull, with a special charge
to prevent the removal of the lange supply of amms and other
military stores which were deposited there. In this dificult post
e became entangled between the two parties, and, being accused
of breach of trust, was seized and coaveyed to London, where he
was tried by court-martial at the Guildhall, and beheaded on znd
of January, 16457 his eldest san, Sir Jahn Hotham, kaight, having
suffered execution on the previous day for the same cause.  Sir
John Hotham, the elder, was five times married, and at his death
was succeeded by his gramdson John, son of Sir John Hotham
the younger,

Charles Hotham, the future rector, was educated at Cambridge,
and being a fcllow of Peterhouse was made proctorof the University
in 1646} He appeared as a witness at his father's trial. but was
unable to get the sentence reversed.  He was married at Wigan,
where the following entry occurs in the parish register : * Charles
Haotham, rector of this parish church of Wigan in Lancashire, &
Elizabeth Thompson, spinster, daughter of Stephen Thompson
of humbleton in holdeenesse in the county of Yorke, Esquire,
were published in the parish church of Wigan three severall
Lords dayes, towitt upon the 24th of August, and upon the jith

' Record Society, Lamcaabiry and Chashire, wol. viil. p 414
" Tickall's M. of Mull.
¥ Le Kew's Ragini.
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of August, and allso upon the 7th of September 1656, accord-
inge to act of Parlmt ; [and] were married before Duran Hotham!
Justice of the Feace the 15th day of September 1656." By this
lady he had a daughter Charletta, born on 4th May, 1650 ;2 and
another daughter Mary, born znd March, 1660-1,* who was
married to Michael Burton, of Holmesfield, in the parish of
Dronfield and county of Derby, Esqt They had also one son
Charles Hotham, who, on the death of his cousin Sir John
Hotham without issue male in 1691, succeeded as third baronet,’
and is now represented in the male line by Sir John Hotham,
fifth Baron Hotham,® of Scorbarough, in the county of York.

Charles 11. was restored to the throne on 29th May, 1660, It
appears that Charles Hotham, the then rector of Wigan, had
been pronounced unorthedox on account of some book he had
written, and a warrant from the crown was obtained for a pre-
sentation to the rectory of Wigan for Jehn Burton ; but Hotham
must have had some powerlul friends, for on the 29th of Septem-
ber, 1660, a warrant was issued from Whitehzll for a presentation
of Charles Hotham to the rectory of Wigan, with a clause to
revoke the grant made to John Burton or any other;7 and on
27th October John Burton writes to Charles Whittaker, saying
he has no hopes of Wigan, Mr. Hotham's trustees resolving to
keep him in, notwithstanding his book, or to give it 1o & nominee
of Hotham's?®

* Duran or Duramt Hotham was his own hbrother.  Sir John Hotham, the first
baronat, had by his secotd wife theee children, wiz, Charles, William, wnd this Trarant
Hatham, wha was of Lockington, i the ceunty of York, Esq., and married Frances,
daughter of Richard Remingtom, of Lund, Esg., by whom be had 4 numcroos issae,
though most of them died young, Durant Hotham wis the author of Fhe LifF of
Facod Bedmen, Lond. 1654, gto.

' Wigan Parish Register,

! f¥id. The eolries in the register at this period are recerded as births and not as
christenings.

* Wotion's Barondage. LI

* Arns of Hotham, Sarry of fem argens and avwrr, ox a cawton or, o Cormisk
chough, groper.

¥ Cal. Stat. Pap. (Dom. Ser.], vol. i, No, 111, ¥ fhid,, wol, mix, No. 6o,
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Mr. Charles Hotham, while rector of Wigan, had a law suit
with the Rigby family concemning the possession of the old
chancel in the parish church,? to which an unsatisfactory answer
was given on Thursday, {(6th or 7th) February, 13 Car. IL
(1661-2). The answer is as follows:

" Whereas Charles Hotham clerk, Rertor of the parish church of
Wigan, hath exhibited his Englishh Bill into this Court against Joseph
Righy, Alexander Righy and Gabriel Righy, the scope of the Plainnfl's
Rill being te be settled in the quict enjoyment of an enclowed place at the
East end of the muddle Aisle of the Pansh Church of Wigan called the
* Guire ™ uor old chancel as belonging to the Rector of the said Parish
church, and 1o have the writings and evidences cencemning the same
delivered unto the said plaintiff, and that such ancient wilnesses who
could testify the plaintiff's right 1o the place in guestion might be
examincd in the court im perpeluam red semoriam, that such use might
hervafter be made of themm na need should reyuire, unto which Hill the
said defendanty answered and denicd the substance of the sad Bill, and
the said plaintif replied thereunto ; and issue besng joined witnesses
were examined on both sides, and the deposithms being published the
said cause came to be heard this day.  Now upon [beanng of the ] openi.
ing of the said Bitl by Mr. Conyers, of counsel with the said plaintiff,
and of the answers of Mr. Ofley, of counsel with the said defendants,
and upon hearing Sir Gooffrey Palmer Knight and Baronct, Attumey

" The seais on the nonth side of the ofd, lower, or parson’s chaunce| hart been claimed
is bishop Bridgeman®s time by Mr, Alezandey Righy, whe founded his claim oo 2
purchare his bredhes bl mede from John low of & howwe and Landd B Aspull, The
stisl John liw ibderd ha! sentetee sl Chester ko 2 dwriad theee, but the soit was
bt wees odinw and Low, 1o that the parson nut putiing in his clam s net excludad
therchy ; and the skl Low™s awn witnew proved thal there were oo seain ther, wp
tha! he could huave pone, [t appearcd, by many depoutions, that the wid plaee hud
always beem wsesdt in memory of man $or & chauacel, uwl had anciently 4 toul kel over
i, and 1hal there were no other seals theren but hadl round seats on the north and
soulh sideh, aml alsn on the weat side therend parling this chiuncel from Lhe Tualy of
the chutch, and (hat in these round wale the parons sucoosively have we, and 1heir
chaplatie, officens aml olher sermaly, & (Wigun leger, ol 881 Subsequently to
this claim of Righy's, Kushion and Cbertham woom to bare claimed 1howt shifor il
in the time ol huhop Hndgeman, to whim they l.cl:mld‘tﬂ Lhrir ervor and oon-
feveed that they beleogrod 1o the furwon {(see page 295)
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General, and others, the Conrt is of opinion that the matter is not pro-
perly determinable in this court by way of equity. It is therefore ordered
that the defendants be dismissed witheout costs, and that the depositions
of such witnesses as shall either be dead or net able to travel shall be
made nse of at any time hereafter in this or any other court as there shall

be cause between the same parties, or those that shall claim under them
or any of them,”*

Probably the action proceeded no further, for the Act of
Uniformity was passed in that year, and Hotham, being ong
of those who refused te subscribe to it, was ¢jected from his
benefice.

After his ejectment he sailed to the West Indies, but subse-
quently returned to England.2 Calamy tells us that he was an
excellent scholar both in divine and human literature; a great
philosophet, who loved to search into the secrets of nature, and
was very fond of chemistry, In his younger days he had studied
judicial astrology, but gave express orders in his will that all his
papers and books relating to that art should be burned.

The known works of Charles Hotham were :

(1) Fu Philosophiam Tewtoricam Mawuductio, sive Determinatio
de Origine Anime Humane. Lond. 1648, 8vo. Into English,
by D. F. Lond. 1650, 8vo.

{2y Corporations Vindicated in their Fundamental Liberties,
Jfrom a (sic} negative, vain, and otler unjust prevogaifves of Her
chicf office, destructive of true freedom [ argued first and more
properly in the case of Pelerkam, in Cambridge, but s of general
fmport to afi the bodies tncorporate Mroughoul the wiole kingdom ;
coniaiming also, Extracts from the Registers and Siatutes of Peler-
Aam. 1651, I2me,

£3.) Petition and Argument before the Commitiee of Keforma-
ton of the Universities, against the Master's negative, vain, &«
1585, 4te.d

v Memorandi of Exchequer Rolly ; Decres Book, Hilary, 13 and 14 Car. IL, o 87.
* Calamy's Mowcenform. Mem., vol. i p 181,
1 Bibl. Brit.
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At the time of Hotham's ejectment the patronage of the
rectory of Wigan had passed into the hands of Sir Orlande
Bridgeman, knight and baronet, Lord Chief Baron of the Court
of Exchequer, and afterwards Lord Keeper of the Great Seal,

I have stated, at page 2, on the authority of Canon Raines?®
that the advowson of Wigan church was purchased by Sir
Orlande Bridgeman from Sir Thomas Fleetwood, of Calwich,
baronet, shortly after the restoration.  Sir Thomas Fleetwood
was indeed the heir of the Langtons, the old hereditary patrons,
under the will of Sir Thomas Langton, but from information
which has come inte my hands since I wrote the above, I have
reason to believe that, if there were any such dealings between
Sir Orlando Bridgeman and Sir Thomas Fleetwood, the so-called
aale will have been nothing more than a quit-claim from the iatter
to any reversionary rights he might have as heir of entail to Sir
Thomas Langton's cstates, for the advowson had previously
passed away from his family.

The last Sir Thomas Langton, who died in February, 1604-5,
and whose ancestors had been for centuries the patrons of Wigan
church, had squandered most of his patrimony and was in great
pecuniary difficulties long before he died.  With respect to
his dealings with the advowson of Wigan church, the following
notes may throw some light upon the subject  They are taken
from a memerandum {which [ believe to be in the writing of
bishop Bridgeman, or possibly that of his son Sir Orlando} pur-
porting to be “a ®otr of such conteyanics, arsurances and ofher
wrilings, ar were had from Fokn Lacy, citizen and aldermian of
London, comcerming the manor of Cureden [Cnerden) and the
rectory and parsonage of Wigan.”

* 1. An indenture of grant, dated zzst July 36 Ehic [1504] from Sir
Fhomar Langton 10 Thewedr Firetwood Erg and Mr. Danpell of the
parseaage of IWiyan, on certain conditions *

' NMeersia Crtrvomans, woll i p. 246,

' Thumas Fleetwood, whose mother was s Langion, was Ant comsin to the last S
Thomas Leagton, and oemt beir is reversion by the arbitrary will of their prand-
fuzhey Sir Thomas [angron, kbl

LR
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2. A bargain and sale, dated 15th ¥ebruary 4o Eliz. [1548), from Sér
Fhomas Langlon and Mr. Danyell* of ke parsonage of Wigan to jJokn
Sweeringe and William Hobdes and their heirs, with a memoraadum that
they shall dispose thereof as fadn Zacy shall appoint.

3. On the same doy was a bargain and sale of M mamar of Cureden
[by Sir Thomas Langton and Danyell] to foks Sweedinge and Wilfiam
Habber and their heirs, with a power of redemption reserved on payment
of £542 104 on the z4th of February, 1598, to feds Lacy [from which
it may be inferred that Sweetinge and Hobbes were acting as trustees
for John Lacyl

4. Uhn the same day was z great indentore of covenants between Sir
Thomas Langdon, Thomas Flechwood, Richard Fleetwood, . Osbaldesion,
S Srweetinge and William Hobbes o levy a fine and suffer a recovery at
the first or 2nd assizes at Lancaster for that year of the mamer gf
Cwreden and the parsonae of Wiven, sealed by the darss and Osbaides-
forr alone.

5. An indenture of covenants, dated grd July 41 Eliz. [1590], between
Sir Thomas Langton and Geaffrey Swectivpe and Wikiiam Hobbes and
others of the other part whereby, after reciting the former bargain and
sale of Curedor and stating that Crreden was not sufficiently conveyed
zecording to a former indenture between Sir Thomas Langton, Thomay
Fleetwood, Richard Fleetwood, G. Osbaldeston, and fokn Swestinge and
William Hobbes,; 1t is covenanted that, in consideration of £ 560 now
paid, Sir Fhomas Langton and . Osbaldesfen do bargain and sell the
said manor to fokn Sweginge and William Hobbes and their Arirs, also
that a sufficient recovery of the said maner and a moicly of the said
parsonage ¢f Wigan shall be had at the then next assizes at Lancaster,
which recovery shall be to the use and recovery of Jain Swuedfimge and
Witiiam Hobber and their Aeivs - provided that if the Saron [Sir Thomas
Langten] or My, Osbaldeston do pay jJoan Lacy £560 on the 24th of
February next coming in the year 1599 [1595—t6c0] then #he daron
shall re.enter and have possession &c., and, upon such payment being
made, Swvetinge and Hobbes shall re-assure the mianor and seiay of the
said parsonage.

6. An assignment from HWilliam Hadbes wo Jokn Suearinge of all his

* Thomas Fleetwood's name does not occor as party to this deed.
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estate right nnd interest in A poromape of Wigan, dated 28th June,
2 Jac. [rGoy].

7- A relcase, dated 29th June 2 Jac. [1604], from IFiiam Hobder to
JoAn Swwetinge and kix Asirs of the adrotvson gf Wigan so that Sweet-
inge only shall nominate and present a clerk to fhe 1aia parsonage being
fhen tvid,

8. An indenture, dated 19t July 2 Jac [1604], between Sir Thomas
Langton and Jodm Sweetinge, in which, after reciting the first bargain and
sale made by Sir Fhemar to Steertinge and Sodder and likewise the
telease of Mobdes vo Sweetinge ana his Aeirs, in was agreed thae Sir
Thomas Langton should, before Al Saints then next coming, levy a Gine
sur repwizance de droir Re.at Lancaster of the maner and advesen, and
that & common recovery should be had by Sir KRoudand Lacy, dnighi,
and Anthony Peoid agninst Joda Srovetinge wherein the said Sier Zhomas
Langton should come in a1 voucher.

g. An indenture of covenans, dated and July 7 Jac. [1604), between
Sir Thomas Lawgten and Joka Lacy, reciting the former bargains and
sales of the manor and parsonage, wherchy 3ir Fhowras covenanteth for
payment of viticxzs" at the said days and for payment of all such
charges as _fohs Lacy shall disburse for any assurances, and Jfokn Lacy
covenanteth, upon payment of all these sums, to reassure the said masor
of Cureden and the said parsonage.

1o. A recognizance of 3rd July 7 Jac [16c,] by Sir Thomes Langfon
o jfodx Lagy of L1300 for performance of cerfain covenants in an
indenture made between them of 2nd July & Jac acknowledged in
chancery.'

t1. A wanseript of the fine levied by Sir Thomas Lasglow on the
Monday next after the Feast of the Assumption of the blessed Virgin
May z Jac. at Lancaster o _fodm Siwoectinge [ Aug. 20, 1604]

t2. A wtransenipt of the recovery had at the same assizes a1 Lancasier
by Sir Rouwiand Lacey and Prock against Sweetinge who vouched Sor
Thomay Langtom.

13. A bargain and sale from fodn Lacy, fokn Swwectinge and Williom

* 1t it worthy of note that & letier daled from Greomwich na this sme day, 3rd July,
160y, and preserved among Lhe stalc papery, war written 10 Jobn Lacey, citisen of
Loodoa, niking him to present to the heoefoe of Wigan [k, George Lorwtame,
aherwards made bishop of Derry (Dom, Seviey, Jac, 1, vol viii No. B7)
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Hobbes to Themas Pearshall and Edwund Fearshalf of the manor of
Cureden and the advowson of Wigan, dated 17th Sept. 3 Jac. [16o5]

14. A counterpart of the assignment of the statutes of Walton 1o Sir
Richard Houghton from Mr. Lacy with his covenant for saving Cureden
barmless, dated 14th November 3 Jac. [r6og).

15, An assignment of 2 recognizance, from Mr. Laey to Mr. Fershall
acknowledged by Sir FHomas Langten and July 2 Jac. [1604], dated
28th Movember 3 Jac. [1605]."

From these notes it may be inferred that in 1605 Mr. Pearshall
was patron of the parsonage of Wigan,

Now Richard Fleetwood, of Calwich, the heir of the Langtons,
who was created a baronet in 1611, married a daughter of John
Pearshall, Pershall, or Peshall of Horsley, in the county of
Stafford, created a baronet in 1612; and it i3 not improbable
that the Pearshalls may have been acting as trustees for Fleet-
wood in this matter, A few years later, namely, in the year
1615, we find the King again presenting to the church of Wipan.
How the patronage came into the King's hands I am unable to
determine, FPossibly he may have exercised the right for that
turn in consequence of the last rector, Gerard Massie, having
been nominated to the see of Chester, though he died before he
had been consecrated. Soon afterwards, however, Sir Richard
Flestwood was undoubtedly in possession of both the manor of
Cuerden and the advowson of the church of Wigan, which
thus appear to have been recovered from the former purchasers
or mortgapees,

Bishop Bridgeman, who entered upon his bishoprick in 1619,
says, in a letter to archbishop Laud, which has been already
given2 that he purchased the advowson of Wigan aifter he
became bishop from Sir Richard Fleetwood, but that whilst he

1 Sir Thomas Langton died on 20th February, 1604-5 (zee p. 142, #ede), s0d the
personege, which was void on zoth June, (éog, was filled on the gth of Ocrober, 1604,
by the institufion of Gerssd Massie, who had been presented by King James co the
17th July, 1604,

* See page 4B,
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was drawing up his assurance for the purchase dean Murmy
stepped in, and by offering £10 more, secured the purchase for
himself.

Sir Richard Murray, D.D., Warden of Manchester and dean
of 5t. Burian in Cornwall, who thus became patron of the church
of Wigan, was one of the needy Scottish men of good family
who came inte England with King James [, from whom he and
his younger brother, Jobn Murray, Earl of Annandale, received
many favourn He was the sixth son of Sir Charles Murray, of
Cockpool, in the county of Dumfrics, and upon the death of his
elder brother, Sir James Murray, without issae male, he claimed
the paternal inheritance of Cockpool, and got a precept from the
Court of Chancery for infefting him as nearest beir male to the
said Sir James on 2nd April, 162t.  In 1626 he was created
a baronct of Nova Scotia by King Charles L, lvom whom he
obtained a charter of the lands of Cockpool® On 18th June,
1604, he was presented by James L to the rectory of Bangor
Monachorum, with Worthenbury and Overton-Madoc, in the
county of Flint;? and on yth March, 1609, he was appeinted by
the King te the Wardenship of Manchester, in which post he
was highly unpopular. He was deprived of this prefermtent in
1634, and heavily fined for misappropriation of the college
revenues.  He had previously been instituted to the rectory of
Stockport, in the county of Cheshire, on 5th Aprl, 1619, and
paid his Arst [ruits thercon upon the 15th of the following
month.3  Sir Richard retained the deanery of 5t Buran till
the time of his death, which occurred in 1636 or 1637, and as
he died without legitimate issue, he was succeeded at Cockpool
by his brother John, Earl of Annandale, who was served as his
heir male and of ¢ntail on 29th August, 16374

' Dhomglas” Prape o Sowiland,

+ Eninm' Ruiors gud iWardmy of Mascherier, Cherham Society, New Serie, vol.
vi.p p0z.

! Earwaker's Eaor Chrodivr, vol L p. 386, vol. i p 634

¢ Douglas’ Frerige.
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From the following petition of John, Earl of Annandale, to the
King, dated 12th April, 1638, it appears that dean Murray died
a poor man. The petition recites that Richard Murray, D.D.,
[formerly] Warden of Manchester, and brother to the petitioner,
lately deceased, was fined by the ecclesiastical commissioners
£1,000, which his Majesty appointed to be paid towards the
repairs of St. Paul's. Petitioner, for preserving his brother’s
estate, had agreed with the archbishop of Canterbury to pay the
said £1,000, and had paid part and secured the remainder, where-
upon his Majesty granted petitioner the said fine and extent in
the names of Sir Abraham Dawes, Mungo Murray, and George
Duncombe, and petitioner caused an extent to be sued out upon
the estate of the said Richard Murray, but nothing was found to
satisfy the fine but only the reversion of the advowson of Wigan
after the death of the bishop of Chester, so that petitioner will
lose his £1,000 unless his Majesty extend to him his grace. He
prays that the said advowson may be secured to petitioner, or to
Sir Abraham Dawes, Mungo Murray, and George Duncombe, or
others whom he may appoint.I The petition was referred to Mr.
Attorney-General Bankes, whose certificate is written at the
back: “For petitioner’s suit to your Majesty to secure to him
the advowson of Wigan, so that your Majesty, your heirs and
successors, will not by any title of prerogative dispose thereof
after the avoidance of the same, I certify that the like was done
by King James in the 19th year of his reign to Sir Walter
Heveningham for one presentation,” dated 28th April, 1638.

This petition was renewed on 26th March of the following
year, 1639, when the King was pleased to grant the boon, and
the attorney-general was ordered to prepare a bill for his
Majesty’s signature accordingly.2

On 17th April, 1639, a grant was made (at the nomination of
the Earl of Annandale) to Sir Miles Fleetwood and Abraham
Speckard, their heirs and assigns, of all his Majesty’s title and

* Cal. Stat. Pap. (Dom. Ser.), vol. ccclxxxvii. 60.
? Cal. Stat. Pap. (Dom. Ser.), vol. ccccxv.
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interest in and to the advowson of the rectory of the church of
Wigan, in the county of Lancaster, herctofore purchased by
Richard Murray, deceased, in the name of Sir Miles Flectwood
and other trustees, which advowson the Earl has procured to be
extended, his Majesty having formerly granted to him a fine of
41,000, imposed upon Richard Murray in the High Commission
Court. and secured £ 1,000 by the said Earl to be paid in towards
the repairs of the west end of 5t Paul’s Cathedral in Londont

And in 1640 [March 26?] there is a memorandum by John,
Earl of Annandale, touching his claim to the advowson of the
rectory of Wigan: " The last year, after the King's pleasurc
significd for my grant [of his Majesty’s interest in the rectory
and church of Wigan] which then [26th March, 1635] should
have been cxpedited, divers persons were desirous to bargain
with me, and | was offered by onc five years purchase for it,
whereof 1 should have received three immediately, and the other
two upon the death of the bishop [of Chester], which sum would
have amounted to £ 5,000."%

These are the last notices I meet with concerming the sale of
the advowson by John Mureay, Earl of Annandale.

It was probably purchased at this time by Sir John Hotham,
knight and baronet, of Scarborough, in the county of York, who
iz spoken of in 1641 a3 “the new patron,”™d  5ir John Hotham,
as we have secn, was beheaded in January, 1644-5. 1 imagine
that Sir John Hotlham, whose ¢ldest son predeceased him, left
the advowson in trust for his son Chacles Hotham, who after-
wards becamne rector of Wigan ; and it will have been from Mr.
Hotham or his father's trusteeas that Sir Orlande Bridgeman
purchased it soon after the Reatoration, ie, in or about the
year 1662,  This conjecture is strengthened by an expression
in a letter to Sir John Bridgeman from Sir Willam Dawcs,
bishop of Chester, dated gih February, 1713, a few days before

' Cal. S1ar. Pap |Dom. Ser.), vol. concxwii [H5
* Cal Siat, Pap. (Iom Ser.), vol coccxlic 6.
* Wigna Leger, fol. 18g.
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he was translated to York, in which he alludes to the purchase of
the living from Mr. Hotham by Sir Orlando Bridgeman.*

I have not met with the purchase deed, but it will have been
made between September, 1660, when the King assumed the
right to present, and 11th May, 1662, on or about which date
Sir Orlande presented Dr. George Hall, bishop of Chester, to the
vacant benehee,

Sir QOrlando Bridgeman (who was himself a great benefactor
to the church#), bearing in mind the corrupt practices of former
patrons, who turned the advowson into a means of private gain
to themselves by constant sales of next presentation, and wishing
to preserve the church from such abuses for the future, soon after-
wards, namely, in August or Scptember, 1663, conveyed the
advowson to Gilbert, archbishop of Canterbury, George, bishop
of Winchester, Huomphrey, bishop of 5alisbury, the said Sir
Orlande Bridgeman, knight and baronet, and Francis Phelipps,
or Phelps, Esq, in trust for the said Sir Orlande Bridgeman and
his heirs, and to be at his and their disposzl ; who at his nomin.
ation preseated Doctor Wilkins and Doctor Pearson successively
bishops of Chester3 In 1677, after the death of Sir Criando,
when the advowson had beceme vested in the said bishop of
Winchester as surviving trustee, Sir John Breidgeman, baronat,
son ol Siv Crlando, knowing his father's pious intentions, rencwed
the trust; which was again, more than once, renewed in later
times, and has since remained in the patrenage of his family.

r Original lewter pensr Eard of Bradford,

* Hir Orlande Rridgeman endowed the churches of Castle Bromwich and Clifton,
in Warwickshire, with tithes which he had purchased, the church of Plemstall, in
Cheshire, with the rectory and parcchial tithes, and the chuzeh of Teddiogton, in
Midillesex, with cetlain fre farm rents.  He also gave the rectory and great tithes of
Baltoti-le- Motrs, in Lancashice, which he held on lease from the bishop of Chester,
to the incumbent of Ballon #0 long as his inlerest thertin shoold lust and so long s
he and his heirs were allowed to present to the church ; adl which were socfirmed by
the will of his son Sir John Bridgeman, bart

1 The original trastess of the chuzch of Wigan rust have been appointed some time
belwern the [ith of Augnst, 1663, when Gilbert Sheldon was etected archbishop, and
the 15ih of Sepiember of the sarar year, when Humphrey Henchman, bishop of Salis
butry, was transtated to the see of London,


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 48¢

GEORGE HaLL, bishop of Chester, succecded Hotham as
rector of Wigan, to which, after Hotham's ejectment in 1662, he
was prescnted by Sir Orlando Bridgeman, knight and baronet!

He was the son of the good Dr. Joseph Hall, first bishop of
Excter and afterwards of Norwich, by his wife Gertrude, daughter
of Sir George Winniff of Bretenham.2  He was born at Waltham
Holy Cross in 1612, of which parish his father was then vicar ;3
and admitted as a commoner of Exeter College, Oxford, in 1628,
being then sixteen years of ape.* He took his bachelor's degree
3oth April, 16315 and was elected fellow of Excter College in
1632.  After taking his master’s degree on 17th December,
1633-4,5 he received holy orders, was collated to a prebend in
Exeter cathedral 23rd December, 16397 and installed arch-
deacon of Comwall 8th QOctober, 1641, on the resignation of his
brother Robert? He also held the vicarage of Menheniot, in
the same county, to which he was presented by his college?

In 1650 his benefices were sequestered by the usurping powers,
and though he would have kept a school for his subsistence he
was not allowed even that resource.i°

At the Restoration he was made chaplain to King Charles 11,1
installed canon of Windsor 28th July, 1660,'2 created Doctor of
Divinity 2nd August,'3 and collated on 14th August of the same
year by archbishop Juxon to the archdeaconry of Canterbury, 4
which he afterwards continued to hold iv commendom with his
bishopric.t> He is said to have also been rector of St Botolph's,
Aldersgate, London.t8

* Falnes’ M55, vol nafl * Chalmers’ Risgraph. Dic. L e,
+ Livwer af the Eagtich Sikegs from the Rotedtion o the Reoolation, Lond. 1733
+ Woaod's Farhi Oxomiemaes, vol £ p. g0

b b, p. 4G P Le Neve's Fauc, ? fiad,
* Noduss Cotramnis, wol, & p 13

* Chalimens' Sigraphical Dictionary,

" Nefwia Coddtriemris, vol. L p. 13, " Le Newe's Farlr,
" Wood's Fuds (xosdmyn, vol il p 237-
“ Le Newe's Fasn. " Saud. = ffur. Choor, Whitehall, 1795,

3R
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He was consecrated bishop of Chester rith May, 1662, and
allowed to hold the rectory of Wigan dw commendan.

On the entrance of bishop Hall upen the rectory of Wigan,
the mayor and corporation revived some old claims against the
rector for posscssion of certain manorial rights ; and in Febroary,
1662-3, the contending parties referred the matter to Sir Orlando
Bridgeman, then Lord Chicf Justice of the Common Pleas, agree-
ing to abide by his award. The award was made in the following
year, and ratified by both parties on s5th July, 1664 It was
preserved amengst the charters of the borough of Wigan ;
and runs thus:

“Burgur de Wipan } Whereas there was about the month of flebruary

in Com. Lane, }which was in the year of our Lord God one
thausand $ix hundred sixtie and two a refferance made to the Right
Hoble the L4 Chiefe Justice Bridgeman by the Maior Aldermen and
Burgesses of Wigan for and on behalfe of themsclves and their Suc-
cessors and the Right Reverend Father in God George Lord Bishop
of Chester and Parson of Wigan on the behalfe of himselfe and his
Successors Paraons of Wigan (for the apeasinge quictning and setleing
of certaine suits differences and conlroversies that were then or might
hereafter be dependinge hetween the saide Corporation and  their
Successors and the said Parson of Wigan and his Successors) an
Arbitrator indifferently elected and chosen between the said pties.
And whereas the said Lord Bridgeman hath made his Award in the
premisses ; And whereas alsoe the Pattrons of the saide Church of
Wigan to wit Gillt Lord Archbishop of Canturbury Humpherey Lornd
Bishop of London George Lord Bishop of Winchester and Francis
Phillips Esq™ have under there hands and seals ratified and confermed
the saide Award to be for ever kept and obscrved : And the said Lord
Bishop of Chester hath in pursuans of the saide Award seald a Lease
to the said Corporation; Wee therefore the Maior Aldermen Bailifs
and Burgesses of Wigan att a Generall Meeting this day had in the
Mate hall within Wigan aforesaitde haveing perused the saide Award
Confermation and Lease and considered of the same doe agree that
the same shall be accepted taken and performed on onr part; And
that the same by us and our succcssors shall be observed and kept;
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Aml that the suoe refferance is and was made and prosecuted by our
Consents In testimony Whereof Wee have as well putt the seale of the
stide Coreration as vuare owne hands the Gfth day of July Awe. K. K.
Lirrodi g7li neme Angl. &c. xvj. Amay. Do 1664

Which saide Award Confermation and Lease follow in these words:

To all Christian I'eople to whome this present writing shall come i
% Orando lridgeman K* and dlart Chiefe Jusiice of the Court of
Comon Pleas sead Greeting in onre 1 God Everlasting.  Whereas the
Right Heverend Father in God George L2 Bishop of Chester and
Ifarson of Wigan in the county of Lane® on the behalfe of himselie
and his suceessors Parsons of Wigan aforesaid on the one part and
the Maior Baylifs and Hurgesses of Wigan aforesnid for themselves and
thure successors and the Cerporation of the Borrough of Wiyan on the
other part have mutually agreed to stand to abide performe and fulfl
such Awand as I the saide 5 Orlanda Bridgeman shall make concerning
all differances and lemands between than,  Mow this present writing
Irlented witnesseth that ©ehe said 50 Dhetando Bridgeman taking upon
me the burden of the saide Award due Arbitraie aml Award between
the said parties concerning the premisses as follewell

First 1 the saide 5 Orlancdo Hridgeman doe declare that the Fanon
of Wigan is undoubtedty 1.4 of the Mannor of Wigan and thalt Her and
his successors an Lorls of Lhe saide Mannor may from 1yme to tyme at
convenient 1ymes kevp a Court Ttarron at which the Arechoulders within
the saide Mann® ought to do there suit and service. Bul fur that the
Muaior Haylhis and Burgesses of Wigan have a Court of Pleas for trying
of Actions' so Lhat the said Court Barmon will e but of litte use for
Aslministration of Justice or of advantage to the Parson of Wigan save
only for fynding out and Enoquiry into Chiefe renis due to the I'arson
and Tncrochmenls upon the Wasis. Therefore for the Eswablishing a
pemretaall Amity between the Parson and his successors for the tyme
being And the Maor Daylifs and Borgesses of Wigan afusesaid and
their successory fur the tyme Leing 1 doe Award that the Parson kecp
his Conrt Barron it once in Lwo years and not ofener Amlthal in the
Motchall in Wigan and not clswhere.  And that at the sayd Coun noe

' The reconds of the comert of Cosuene iy leas b dd by the mavoss of Wigan iom ths

tue formant e stafll coam
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pleas be held between party and party And that nether the Maior then
being nor any of the Aldermen who have been Maior shall be amerced
for not doeing there suit and service at the said Court but that all
other Burgesses and suitors duely attend at the said Court to doe there
suit and service andl to enguire after and find out such persons as shall
detayne there rents from the Lord of the Mannor And find qute all
Incrochments and purprestures upan the streets and wasts of the said
Mannor.

And I doe further Award that from henceforth there shall not be any
Incrochments made or Cottages erected upon the Streels or wasty
within the said Mannar withoute the leave of the Parson and Consent
of the Maior of Wigan for the tyme being And that such Incrochments
as have been made since the year 1640 {if any such have beene) shall
be reasonably arented by the Parson and hiz successors if the Corpora-
tion think fit they be continued or otherwise to be pulld downe and
layd open. Nevertheless alsce I doe further Award that the Potters of
Wigan for the tyme being may dig claye in the wasts of the said Maonor
as heretofore Potiers of Wigan have used to doe provided the places soe
digged be iorthwith after the digging sufficiently amended.

Alzoe wheteas by an Award made on or about the 23rd day of fabruary
in the year of our Lord God 1618 by George then Lord Archbishop of
Canterbury Lancelot Lord Bishop of Ely Sir Henry Montague Chiefe
Justice of the Court of King's Bench and 5 Henry Hobart Chiefe
Justice of the Court of Comon Pleas between the then Parson of Wigan
and the Corporation upon a Referrance from the late King Jamea of
ever Blessed Memory the said Refferrees did order that the fayr kept
yearly at Wigan upon St. Luke’s day and the Markett kept there every
fryday weekly and the Pentice and the Court of Pleas and the Michael
mas Leet with the prohits of the same sheuld be the Corporation’s [
doe acordingly hereby otder and award the Maior Baylifs and Burgesses
of Wigan and the# successors shall for ever as in there owne right have
the said fayre Markert and Couns with the profits of the same  But
that they shail not sue or amest or cause or willingly permitt 1o be sued
or arrested any of the famyly or Meniall servaots of the Parson of
Wigan for the tyme being upon or by reason of any suit or Plea in any
of the said Courts withoute the leave of the sagd Parson, And whereas
the said Rafferees did order that fayre which is held in Wigan on


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History af the Church and Manor of Wigan. 489

Asention day yearly and the Marken which is kept on Monday and
the Faster Leet should be the Parson's [ doe hereby order and award
that the nowe Lord Bee of Chester Parson of Wigan and his successors
Parsons of Wigan shall for ever a3 in Right of the Church of Wigan
have the said {ayre Markett and Court Leet with the Profits of the
same. But for that I conceive it will be 2 great means to continue
peace and good will between the said Lord BPP and his successors and
the saick Corporation of Wigan and there successors that the said Parson
shall demise 1he said fayre Markew and Court Leet to the said Corpora.
tion; And for that the late Right Reverend Father in God John
Bridgeman Lord B® of Chester and Parson of Wigan atl my inslance
di heretofore demise the same to the said Corporation for 71 yean at
the yearly Rent of £ 3 61, 84 1 doe hereby order and awanl that the
mid George nowe Lord Bishop of Chester shall before the 25th day of
March next ensuing the date of these presents by his writing Tndented
demise and to farme lett unio 1the Maior Baylifs and Burgesses of the
said wowne of Wigan the sail yeasly fayre weckly Markett aml Coun
leet and all wles Counts Piccage Siallages Profits Comodeties and
emoluments whatsoover 10 the said fayre Markelt and Court Leet or to
any of them belonging Te hold from the makeing of the said Indeniure
for the tearme of 2y years thence nexi feollowing under the yearly rent
of five marks to be paid att Xtnas and Midsumer yearly by cquail
portions to the said lord 1 and his successors Parsons of Wigan and
that upon delivery of the said leas to the Maior of Wigan for the tyme
being the saide Maior Baylifs and Burgesses of Wigan shall cause to be
delivared unto the szide Lord BP Lhe Coenterpane thereof sealed with
the seale of the stide Conmtion And 1 doe further anard that upon
the Expiration of the saide lease Ly surreruler aflunion of tyme of
otherwise the Parsen of Wigan for the 1yme being shall att the request
ari at the cost an charge in the Law of the Curporation of the towne
of Wigan make unte the sail Corperation a acwe Lease by Endentlure
of the premisses for the like terme of 21 years onder the ke reservation
of the seate of five Marks yearly duning the said tetime And so from
tyme [to tyme] for ever the Parson of Wigan for the tyme being shall
wpon the Expiration or Surrender of the Lease thea Last in being make
2 newe Lease by Indenture of the premisses so demised Lo the sad
Corporation «of the towne of Wigan (e 21 years under the hike
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Reservation of Lhe rente of five Marks yearly dureing the saide cearme
ang that upon the making of every such newe Lease the Counterparte
thereof shall be delivered to the said Parson sealed with the seale of
the said Corporation of the towne of Wigan.

And I doe further Awared that the said Major Baylifs and Buorgesses
of Wigan shall not maintayne defend or Incotrage any person or persens
whatseever in the withhaolding any houses Lands Tenements or Here-
dilaments Claimed by the Parson of Wigan for the tyme being as
belonging te hint in Right of his Varsenage But nevertheless that the
Parson for the lyme being shall use such as are or come in undet
Ancient tenants to the saide Parsonage or which sholl not clayme or
Challenge the same as their awne Inheritines with that moderalion as
hath been heretofore used rowards Antienl Church Tesnants.

In witnes to this my Award I the said % Orlande Pridgeman have
hereunto set my seale this 28th day of Septembor in the fifteenth year
of our Soveraign Lord the King Charles the Sccond over England &
Anog. Diii 1663,

The Conflrmation } And Wee Gilbert Lord Archbishop of Canter-
bury Humphrey Lord Bre of London George Lond Ber of Winchester
and Francis Fhillips Esqf Patrons {together with 5 Orlando Eridgeman
in the Award hercunto aifiexed menconed) of the Church of Wigan
haveing perused the said Award doc hereby as much as in us lies Ratifye
and Confirme the same to be for ever kept and obscrved as tending to
the preservation of Unity and peace between the Parson of Wigan and
his successors and 1he Corporation of the towne of Wigan and there
successors. Lo wittness whereof Wee have hereunte sett our hands and
seales the day of i the sixteenth ol King Charles
the second dusg Daf 1664,

ke Lease }  This Indenture made the four and twentith day of
March in the sixteenth yeare of 1he Raign of our Ciratious Soveragne Lord
Charles the Second by the Grace of God of England Seotland France

*The text is taken fnm o gopy of the awand preservel among the Family
Evilences at Weato The wrigina was in csistence, and poeserved amongst the
Wigan werwgh reconds o t8852 when ol woe copivd by My, Dacld Sinclaic, sed
printesl i D islory of Wigan, vol, i, po te2 5 but i1 cannol aow be foaul, thoegh
am exhaustive senn b for it o Teen vl by the cometeey of Walpl Trarlington, sy,
M prwsent Trown ek of Wi, The St af e conignativn - oh Lok,
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and Ireland King Detender of the Fath de. Jerween the Rt Reversd
Father in (od George Tord Bispe of Chester and Parson of Wigan
in the Counly of §ancaster upan the One part And W Lanicll Fsp
Mayor and the Bayhiffs and Durgesses of the saild Town of Wigan upon
the other part Wittnesseth that the saud Georee Lond Bisp. of Chesier
and Parsun of Wigan as well for and in perforinance of an awan! made
Ly Sir Ortandlo Bridgeinan Kt and e Chicfe Justice of his Majesty's
Cut of Comon pleas at Westminster Tor the settling of peace and. Unity
Between the sall Lord DBishop of Chester and his surcessors "amons of
Wigan and the sail Mayor Jayhffs and urgesses of Wigan and their
Successors beaning date the 28th day of September last past before the
date bereof as also for and in Consideraton of the rent hereinafier
Reserved bah dennised granted Sert and o Lazmaedetlen aml Ly these
presents doth Demise grant Sett and 1o faeme-lett anto the sand Mayor
Itaytifs and Burgesses sml their Successors all thal the faire being the
sumer farre held tnohe ‘Pown of Wigan and all that Marketr held each
Munray Weckley within the sand Town of Wigan And all that Coont
Levt or View of Frankpledge of all Ressiants and  Inhabitants w'*in
the said Town of Wigan called the Easter Lot And all Couns Tolls
piccages Stallages profitts Comuodities Emoliuments Whatseever An the
saild Caire Maskett and Court Lect or any of them Ilonging [ncident or
apertaining or 1o or w the same had Rec! or [njoyd as pant parcelt of
or belonging to the same To have and ta Hold the said faire Woukly
Markett amil Court Leet amsl all andd singular gther the premisvies unte
the sanl Mayoer Mayliffs and Burgesses amd there Succrears from the
day of the date hereol for and dureing all the tyme terme aml space of
21 years then rext following and folly to ke Compleat and Emded
Yivlding and paying therefor yearly duoreing the said Terme unto the
aanl George Lord Dishap of Chester Parson of Wigan and his successors
parsons of Wigan the Aauall or yearcly rent of five Marks of good and
lawfull moncy of Englaml a1 1wo feast days or tymes in the yeare that
is to gay al the feast of the Nativity of 5t Juha Taptist and the Nagivity
of our Lord (ind by even and equall proporfons for all manser of
Fents dutics and Services due or to e due for the premisses dureing
the sanl Terme.  Tn Wittness whereof the pityes first above named to
these presents Indentures [eterchangeably their hands and Seales have
seit the day and yeare first above waticn
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James Daniell, Mayor
James Mullynenx
Nic. Penniogton
Robt Baron

William Glover

Ra. Markland

Math. Markland

Jo. Laithwaite

Ja Seott

Will. Laithwait
Edward Markland
Richd. Cason, his mark
W. Bancks

Robt. Letherbarrow
Eobt. Winstanley
Willm. Briggs

Will. Langshaw

Robt. Markland

John Wakficld

F.dwd. Baron

Will. Linney

Tho. Marsden

Alex. Green

Ra. Holme

William Forth
Gilbert Forde
Christopher Sumner
Willm. Baldwin
Willm. Markiand
E.obt. Pennington
Ed. Mullineux

Seth Mason

Jeitrey Scott

Raobt. Murrey

Willm. Cookson, his W mark
Willm. Foster, Br. his mark
Willm. Deane

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan,

James Forde

Rabt Langshaw

Tha. Houghton

Myles Turmet

Ambrose Jollye

Gilbert Barrow

John Anderton

Edward Bolton

Ralph Urmston, his § mark
Gilbert Deans, his mark
Humphrey Leigh, his H mark
James Bancks

Rubt. Bibby, hia R mark

E. Laithwaite, his A mark
James Rigby

Ralpl Deane, his R mark
Thomas Seott

Thomas lorde

Thomas Burgess, his B mark
Carard Ford

Lawrence Anderton

Cliver Whalley

Tho. Parr, his O mark

Alex. Forth, Pewt=, his T mark
Gilbert Lanpshaw

Gilbert Glover

John forde

Richard Scott, his ES mark
James Browne

James Hollinhed

F.oger Laithwate, his B mark
Petor Heigham

James Marsden

Charles Bancks, the B mark
Thomas Barrow

Alexander forde, Barber, AF hismark

Thomas Greene, his mark
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Miles Seddon Thomas Butler

James Letherbarrow, his [, mark Robt. Laatherbarrow, his RL mark
Raoger Scolt Themas Tarleton

Adam Bancks William Marsden

George Brown Richard Rylands, his A mark
CGeorge Baldwin sen. Hugh Forde

William Ireland Robr Horde jun,

Hugh Moulding, his H mark  Raphe Langshaw

James Langshaw James Forde

‘Thomas Bulloeck Charles Bancks sen., his CD mark
William Foster, Butchet,his P mark Raphe Wakefield

James Astley Gitbert Baldwin younger

F. A. Prescott Ralph Tarleton, his R mark
Gilbent Green, his X mark William Greene.”

By this award of Sir Orlando Bridgeman new privileges were
granted to the corporation in addition to those which they had
acquired by the award of the King's referces in 1618; for instance,
the rector's Courts Baron were restricted to one in two years, and
neither the mayor nor those aldermen who had held the office of
mayor ¢could b amcrced for non-attendance at them; the Easter
Lect, reserved to the rector by the last award, together with the
rector's fair at Ascension-tide and his weekly market on Mondays,
were directed to be leased to the corporation from time to time
at a fixed rent ; and his full control over the wastes and streets,
which enabled him to assess the occupicrs of encroachments at
his Courts Baron as tenants at will, was so far medified as to
allow the corporation the alternative of pulling them down il
they pleased. These were serious curtailments of the rector's
manorial fights,

The following c¢xtract from the diary of Roger Lowe,' of
Ashton in Makerfield, under date of Fobruary 5, 1603-4, scems

' [hary of Roger Lawe of Ashiloo in Makertichl, 1643 0678, ropwinted from vhe
Lk Chromucl, tB77; Lhe oniginal M55, tuing thon i tby peescvson of the late Mr
Jio Leylansl, of Hindbey. Hoger Lo was appacption 12 2 Logh irchanss, b
whom be managed 2 ey i Ashion i Makaibdld

In
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to show that clandestine marriages were not very difficult of
accomplishment in the parish of Wigan in those days:

“ Before day my fellow aprntice John Chadocke cald me up with
Will Parkinson John Hindley and others. He was goeing to be maried
and had stolne his love away from Mr. Whiteheads and my Mr. gave
assent I should goe with them. I gate 2 horse from Will Sixsmith and
we went altogether to Billing Chapell and stayd att Humphrey Cowleys
till 2 came againe from fetching Mr, Bispham. When they came they
brought word we must meet him at Holland at one ‘Theomas Prescott.
We tooke horse, came thuthr, got the ceremonie overpast and dined. 1
was sent afore to Wiggan to buy 7 yards ribbon, and they came ioto
Wiggan we each of us had a yard of ribbon of 129 p yard and so nid
through towne. [ saw them through towne and so pted. I was all thig
while in 2 sad heart."

The oldest book of the Wigan churchwardens' accounts begins
with 1651 and eads with 1700. At this period the most frequent
entrics in the accounts are payments for the destruction of
vermin,  Fox's heads were paid for at 15 per head and hedge-
hogs at 24, There are also payments for pewder and shot to
kill shepsters (starlings} about the church. In the accounts for
1665, passed at the vestry meeting on Tuesday in Easter week,
1666, there are items for payment of the bell ringers on 6th
June *upon the first news of y© sea victory obtayned against
the Hollanders” and another peal was afterwards rung upon
confirmation of the good news, These were loyal days, and in
this and subscquent years there are items of payments to the
bell ringers for ringing on the 2g9th of May, which was the
King's birthday and the day of his return, There is also an
item of Gs. 84 in 1665 “for ringing upon a thanksgiving day
being July 4,” and an item of 10s to the bell ringers for ringing
on sth November, as also 54, for a lh. of candles for them. The
liells at this time possessed also a set of chimes, towards the
repairs of which there were frequent payments made. In the
year 1607 there are payments of 44, for sctting up a frame over
the churchwardens seats, 35 24, to Richard Brocke by order of
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Mr. Maior and other gentlemen of the parish for writing the cata-
logue of the benefactors of Wigan, 15, 6id) for removing organ loft
timber cut of the bishop's chancel (which would seem to imply
that the organ had been previously destroyed, probably during
the period of the waurpation), no less than £29. 54, 24. to James
Brownc for lead work and soder on 23rd December, 75, 64, lor
slates and slating the rool over the bells and moss and mossing,
and a payment for carrying forms to and fro for the communion
at Easter.!

In the following ycar, 1668, a payment of &s. 84, occurs for
* a commission to swearc church churchwardens and siedsmen.”
This is the first mention T meet with of sidesmen or synodsmen
in Wigan church,

Bishop Hall dicd un 23rd August. 1668. The cause of his
death was a wound inflicted by a knife, which happened to
be in his pocket when he fell in his panden at Wigan?
He was buried at Wigan on the following day, in the
chancel of the parish church, within the altar rails, where a
black marble gravestonc was laid over him, with this inscrip.
tion *

“P.M.S.
Efus repdstns puliere in sacro cinis
Expectat istic wltimz sonsum tulcr,
Mendace qui me falleret titwls lapis
Solum koc Scpuickre fussit incidi o,
GEORGIUS HALL 5 TII. PR. ECCLESIE DE] SERVUS
INUTILIS, SED CORDATUS, D JOSEPHI HALL FRAESULIS

" This wookd sewwn b ioply that the Jioly Table, which hed been reoworred during
the upmrpation from the cast exd {where it bad beeo placed sliar-wine la hizhop
Briclpersan‘s tinte) and wrt wp In the body of the chancel enst and west, sill refained
this pealtion in bishop Hall's time, and that the peaple then communicsled in & sitting
postust.  Juigiog by the entries In the charchwardens' acooants for brond and wine,
and for curying korma, for the communion in 1867, the Eloly Sacrament was sdminds-
tered bat Ex 1imes i the yenr,

* Chalmery’ Fisyraph, D, * Wigno Parish Reginter.

! Thus gravesobe is how fxtd aguioet the Nornh wall o the Nerth chaneel aisle.
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PIENTISSIMI PRIMO EXONIENSIS DEIN NORVICENCIS
SCRIPTIS SEMPER W¥WICTURI FILIUS, IMO UMBRA POTIUS,
SEX INTER SEPTEN'Q: ANNOS SEDIT, NON MERLUILT,
CESTRI/A EPISCOFUS DENATUS ETATIS SUKLE ANNO LV,
CHRISTI VERO MDCLXVIIL
Mirare, Lector, Praesulis Modestiom
Abiunde qguaras celera.

A copy of this inscription is also put up in Chester cathedral.
His burial is thus recorded in the Wigan parish church register
24th August, 1668: “The Right Reverend Father in God
George Ld. Bp of Chester & Rector of Wigan.” His wife did
not long survive him, and her burial at Wigan is thus recorded
in the following year, 1668-9: “13th March, Gertrude widow
of the Right Reverend Father in God George Ld. BP of Chester
& Rector of Wigan.” She was the sister of Sir Amos Meredith,
of Ashley, in Cheshire.t Rishop George Hall left no issue. On
an old tablet containing the names of the benefactors to the
Wigan charities, which was formerly fixed against the north wall
of the parish church, but has now disappeared, George Lord
Bishop of Chester and Gertrude his wife were mentioned as
having each given £20 to the poor of Wigan.2 By his will he
bequeathed to Exeter collepe, after the death of his wife, his
polden cup, and all his estate in land at Trethewen, at St
Germains in Cornwall, to be employed by the rector and fellows
to the best advantage of the colleged

The published Works of George Hall, bishop of Chester, as
they are given in the Bibliotheca Britannica, were as follows :

(1) God's appearing for the Tribe of Levi; a Sermon, on
Numb. xvii. 8. Lond. 1655 4to.

v Notitia Cextrienris, vol. i p. 13

* Rawltnson's 2755, at the Bodleian Library, 420% p, 20

Y Sulmon's Liver of the Enplish Biskops from the Revlovation to the Revolution.
Bishop George Hall's arms, as they are given on his monument in Chester cathedesl,
Were : Sadkt three safboir” kol erauad argend, fvngund gridys.
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(2) The Trivmphs af Rome over despised Protestancy.  Lond.
15605, 1667, Bva, Anon,

{3 A fast Scrmon, before the Lords, on The flagwe, on
Psalm vii. . 1666 gto.

Jonn WiILKINs, 5. T.F, succeeded bishop Hall as rector of
Wigan and bishop of Chester, to which office he was consecrated
on 15th November, 1668, by the bishops of Durham, Ely, and
Sarum.}

He was the son of Me, Walter Wilkins, citizen and goldsmith
of Uxford, and was born, in 1614, at Fawsley, near Daventry, in
the county of Northampton, in the heuse of his mother's father,
Mr. John Dlod, known as the Necalogist from a celebrated
exposition which he wrote on the Ten Commandments. Wilkins
was brought up at Gxford, where he was taught Latin and Greek
by Mr. ldward Sylvester, a teacher of much reputation, whe
kept a private school in the parish of All Saints in that city;
and at thirteen years of age he entered as a student of New Inn
Hal! in 1627, He made ne long stay there, however, but was
shortly after removed to Mapdalen Hall, where he was placed
under the tuition of Mr. John Tombes, a noted Anabaptist.
From that college he took his degree as bacheler of arts on
2oth October, 1631 ;2 and having proceeded te his master's
degree on 11th June, 16343 he was ordained to holy orders.

His first ecelesiastical prefcrment was the vicarage of Fawsley,
his nativie parish, to which he was presented by Richard Kaight-
ley, of Freston Capes, Esq. and instituted on the 2nd of June,
14537,4 at which time he must have been very young for such a
charge. He retained it but a short tirmne, and was succeeded asg
vicar by his maternal grandfather Mr. Dod* Wilkins probably
resigned the benefice on becoming chaplain to William, Viscount

' Mtuble’ Aguiires Secrum Adsplicamem,
Y Wol'y Atheme, vul. b po gt b lhed, p.oaTe
¢ Maher's Sorfhamipronidies, wol, 1 po 108,  Phed
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Say and Sele. He afterwards became chaplain to Charles, Count
Palatine of the Rhine and Prince Elector of the Empire, with
whom he continued for some time. To this [ast patron his skill
in mathematics Is said to have been a great recommendation,

Wilkins had early addicted himself to mathematics and
scientific studies, and while resident in London as a chaplain
he was extremely active in promoting those scientific meetings
which ultimately led to the foundation of the Royal Society.
His first work appeared in 1633, when he was barely twenty-four
years of ape, under tlie scnsational title of Discovery of a New
World,

Upon the breaking out of the Civil War Wilkins professed
himself’ a Presbyterian, adhered to the parliament and took the
sclemn league and covenant. He was afterwards made warden
of Wadham College, Oxfurd, by the committee of parliament
appointed for reforming the university ; and being created
bachelor of divinity on the rzth of April, 1648, he was put
into posscssion of his wardenship on the following day.?

Next year he was created doctor of divinity ot 18th Decem-
ber, 16497 and about that time took the Independent Test, phe
Engapemeany, then enjoined by the powers in being?

In the year 1652, when Oliver Cromwell was chancellor of the
university of Oxford, Cromwell, being then in Scotland and
“sensible hew troublesome it was for the accademicans to apply
themsclves to him about their concerns,” by deed of 16th October
commissioned Dr. John Owen, dean of Christchurch, Dr. John
Wilkins, warden of Wadham College, Dr. Jonathan Geddard,
warden of Merton College, Thumas Goodwin, president of Mag-
dalen College, and Peter French, prebend of Christ church, or
any three or more of them, to take into their consideration all
and every matter of dispensation, grant, or confirmation whatso-
cver, which required his consent as chaneellor of this university,

T Wood's Fapef Crvondensy, vl oo 013, * Chalmens” Slopraghical fictionnry.
* Wood's Fasff, vol. i, p. 1587 Ulialmers” Aagr, D
& mnlinon's Ares o Me Faolied Fishops from the Reteration ko the Retrolution,
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At the same time he delegated his power of hearing and deter-
mining college difficrences to the vicechancellor and heads of
houses for six months.?

This was probably the happivst period of Wilking's life, and
that 1n which he was most in his natural element.  He now had
leisure for the pursuit of his favourite studies, while his wealth
and position as warden of Wadham afforded him the means and
opportunity of catertaining his scientific Triends, and shewing
that hospitality for which he was famous.

Jubn Evelyn, Esq. (author of Spfiwd, one of his greatest friends
and adenirers, gives in his Diary? an interesting account of a visit
to Oxflord for 2 few days in 1654, in which Wilkins's name nccupies
a promincat place. On toth of July, he writes, “ T supp'd at a
magnificent entertainment in Wadham Elal], invited by my deare
and excellent friend Dr. Wilkins the warden.” And on the 13th
of the same month, shontly before his departure from Oxford, he
says : * We all din'd at that most obliging and universally curious
L. Wilkins at Wadham Collepe.  He was the first who shewed
to me the transparent apiarics, which he had built like castles
and palaces, and so ordered them one upon another as to take
the hony without destroying the bees.  These were adurn’'d with
a varicty of dials, Little statucs, vancs, &c. And he was s0
aboundantly civil, as, finding me pleas'd with them, to present me
with one of y* hives which he had empty, and which I afterwards
had in my garden at Sayes Court, whore it continued many
yvears, and which his majesty came en purpose to see and con-
tetuplate with much satisfaction. He had also contriv'd an hullow
statue which pave a voice and utter’'d words, by a longr conceal'd
pipe that went to its mouth, whilst onc speaks through it at a
good distance. He had above in his lodgings and gallery varicty
of shadows, dyals, perspectives and many other artificials, mathe-
matical amd magical curiosities, a way-wiscr, 2 thermometer, a

U WWaunl's Bl trremamig, wol, i po 169,
* Faelyn' oy, vl e 300
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monstrous magnet, conic and other sections, a ballance on a
demicircle, most of them [being inventions] of his owne and [of]
that prodigicus young scholar Mr, Chr, Wren,? who presented me
with a piece of white marble, which he had stain'd with a lively
red, very deepe, as beautiful as if it had been patural.”

One who knew Wilkins well speaks of him zbout this time as
being "a learned man and a lover of such; he was of a comely
aspect and gentlemanbike behaviour; he had been bred in the
court, and was also a picce of a traveller, having twice seen the
Prince of Orange's court at the Hague, in his journey to and
from Heidelburgh, whither he went to wait upon the Prince
Elector Palatine, whose chaplain he was ia England, He had
nothing of bigotry, unmannerliness, or censoriousness, which then
were in the sewith amongst some of the heads and fellows of
Colleges in Oxford. For which reason many country gentle-
men of all persuasions, but especially those then stiled Cavaliers
and malignants for adhering to the king and the church, sent
their sons to that College, that they might be under his govern-
ment.”"2

Evelyn’s next mention of Wilkins is early in the year 1656,
This was the tine when the church of England was subjected
to her lowest degradation.  On the previcus Christmas-day his
diary contains the lollowing entry ; *There was no notice taken
of Christmas day in churches. 1 went to London where Dr,
Wild preached the funeral sermon of Preaching, this being the
last day, after which Cromuwell's proclamation was to take place,
that none of the church of England should dare either to preach
ot to administer the Sacraments, teach schools, &c., on paine of
imprisonment or exile. So this was the mournfullest day that
in my life I had seene, or the church of England herselfe, since

* This was Sir Christapher Wren, the grear archirect, whe was bom in 1835, and
entered Wadham College in 1645 with 2 view of placing himsell under Wilkins

¥ Life of Sath, Fivkop of Sulichery, with o bevef eecount of Biskep IVilking and otlers,
by Dr. Walter Pope, F K5, pp 27, 281 printsl ot London fur William Keblewhite,
1597,
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y¢ Reformation, to the great rejoicing of Papists and Presby-
terians. . . . .. The Lord Jesus pity our distressed church, and
bring back the captivity of Sion!” On the 1oth of Febryary
following he says: “I heard Dr. Wilkins preach before y¢ Lord
Mayor in St. Pauls, shewing how cbedience was prefcrable to
sacrifice. He was a most obliging person, who had married the
Protector's sister, and tock great pains to preserve the universities
from the ignorant sacrilegious commanders and souldiers, who
would faine have demolish'd all places and persons that pretended
to lcamning,"t  Ewelyn tells us, in 2 note to his Diary, that this
scrmon was preached from 2 Cor. xiii, g, and shewed that " how-
ever persecution dealt with the ministers of God's Word, they
were still to pray for the flocke, and wish their perfection, as it
was for the flocke to pray for and assist their pastors, by the
example of St. Paul”

it must have therefore been carly in the year 1656 that Dr,
Wilkins martied Robina, the widow of Dr. Peter French, late
canon of Christ church {who had died in Junc of the previous
year), and sister of the Lord Protector, Oliver Cromwell. This
marriage being contrary to the statutes of the college, which
prohibit the warden from marrying, he procured a dispensation
fram Oliver Cromwell to enable him to retain the wardenship.?

In 1658-g, after the death of Oliver, he was by Richard Crom-
well made master of Trinity College, Cambridpe, where he was
admitted to a doctor's degree on 18th March of that year ;3 but,
as he had no other title te the mastership than the presentation
of his said ncphew (who had been proclaimed FProtector in Sep-
tember, 1658, and resigned in May, 165g), he was cjected at the
Restoration, and succeeded by Dr, Henry Ferne, whose patent
was dated 2gth June, 16604 He had resigned the wardenship
of Wadham in 1659, to which his successor was appointed on
5th September of that ycar, 5

' Wood's A theta, vol. s po 957, v Vb, p. 5B, weis.
4 e Newe's Fani, ¥l
3T
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Dr. Wilkins, howcever, had the good fortune to possess many
excellent friends of staunch church principles and unquestionable
loyalty, so that at the Restoration he suffered less than the
gencrality of these who had adopted the Presbyterian religion
during the usurpation. Consistency to a losing cause was
certainly not anc of his characteristic qualitics. He subscribed
to the Act of Uniformity, was admitted to the prebend of South
Newbald, in York cathedral, i11th August, 1660, and a few
days later, namely, on the 315t of August in the same year, he
was installed dean of Ripon? He was made preacher to the
Henourable Society of Gray's Inn in 1660-f ;3 and seems to have
found a friend at this time in Lord Berkeley, who presented him
to the rectory of Cranford, in Middlescx, to which he was in-
stituted on 10th December, 1660, as successor to . Thomas
Fuller$ This last he vacated in 16625 when he was presented
by the King to the vicarage of St. Lawrence, Jewry, in London,
en the premotion of Dy, Svth Ward, who was consecrated bishop
of Exetet in July of that year.

D, Walter Pope, uterine brother of Wilkins, who cught to have
been well informed, exagperates in saying that when this present-
ation was procurcd for him by his [riend bishop Ward he was at
that time wholly destitutc of employment and preferment, for
ke was certainly then in possession of the deanery of Ripon as
well as the rectory of Cranford. We are not surprised to hear
that he was “out of favour both at Whitchail and Lambeth," and
ihat archbishop Sheldon, who disposed of most of the ecclesi-
astical preferments in the gift ol the crown, was much prejudiced
against him, and epposed his promotion.  But when bishop Seth

1 Lae Neves Far,

* Girrty's Sreh, o8y Histery and Arsociations, Ty William Ralph Roothwaite, Librarian,
188G, . 156 {vonfirmed as to the year by Fo L Wise, Esg, Ripon Diocussan Regislmr},

I fhul

* Woued's Atkeme, vol. il g 506, soefe

* Lysun's Fusirens of Lowmdun, wol. v, o 28.

o laps Lapeof Sords Frbep of Safisbaor, o 54
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Ward afterwards intreduced him to the archbishop, the latter
received him well, acknowledged that his prejudice had been
unjust, and said that if ke had known him sooner, he would have
been sooner preferred.?

He was ong of the founders of the Royal Society, which was
formally started in December, 1660, was chosen of their council,
and proved one of their most eminent members.?

Change of circumstances does not seem to have affected his
habits or his love for scientific pursuits, for Evclyn thus atludes
to him in his Diary for July, 1865: “1 call'd at Durdans, where
[ found Dr. Wilkins, Sir Wm. Petty, and Mr. Hooke, contriving
chariots, new rigpging for ships, a wheel for one to run races in,
and other mechanical inventions; perhaps three such persons
together were not to be found clsewhere™d

In the following year Wilkins met with a heavy misfortune
and irreparable toss; for at the preat fire of London, which
broke out in the night of the 2nd of September, 1666, he not
only Jost his books, which wuere of considerable valur, but, as
De. Pape infurms ux, “the insatiable and devouring flames con-
sumed and reduced to ashes all his household-stuff, his house
and parsonage."* [In this year he became rector of Polebrook,
in the county of Northampton,5 of which the bishop of [Peter-
borough was the patron.

On 26th March, 1667, he was admitted to the prchend of
Chamberlain-wood, in St. Paul's cathedral$ and un 15t July of
the same year to a stall in Excter cathedral, as also to the pre-
centership in the same cathedral, to which he was collatad on
tst July and installed on 19th July, 15677

He became bishop of Chester and rectar of Wigan in 1608,
being consecrated bishop at Ely House, Holborn, on the 15th

' Pope’s Life of ek, Sibog of Silisbury, po Sy

* Yarch™s fudeey of ike Horgd Koty Py, vl w ].-'tl
: Lrﬁ' :'f d'?n-l.g" Sk IWard, 1. 52,
1 Tiaker's .'t'arﬂ.lnﬂﬂllilﬂ, wl, L p 395 Tharthwaite’s Lirar's fun, I~ l_".ﬂ.

“le Newe's Ao L
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of November, when Dr. John Tillotson (afterwards archbishop
of Canterbury), who had married Wilking' stepdaughter, Eliza-
beth French, preached the consecration sermon.  Ewvelyn, who
had been invited to witness the ceremony, says that they after-
wards went to a sumptuous dinner in the hall of Ely House,
“where were the Duke of Buckingham, Judges, Secretaries of
State, Lord Keeper [Bridgeman], council, noblemen, and in-
numerable other company, who were honourers of this incom-
parable man, universally Eeloved by all who Fnew kim™' Burnet
and & Wood both inform us that he obtained this bishopric by
the interest of the notorious George Villiers, Duke of Bucking-
ham, which did not raise him in public estimation. He was
ptesented to the rectory of Wigan by Sir Orlando Bridgeman,
knight and baronct, who was then Lord Keeper of the Great
Seal,d or rathar by the trustees on his nomination.

His conduct in the House of Lords, after he had been made
bishop, proves that he was not wantinp in strength of character,
and had the courage of his opinions; for Burnet informs us
that when the Act for the putting down of Conventicles was
brought forward in that house Wilkins argued long against it
The King was much for having it pass, tiot that he intended
to put it into execution, but he wished to have the nonconform-
ists at his mercy, and to force them to concur in the design
for a gencral toleration. He therefore begped Wilkins not to
oppose it ; who answered that he thought it an ill thing both
in conscience and policy ; therefore, both as an Englishman and
as a bishop, he was bound to oppose it, Charles then desired
him not to come to the house while it depended ; but he said,
by the law and constitution of England, and by his Majesty’s
favour, he had a right to debate and vote; and he was neither
afraid nor ashamed to own his apinion in that matter, and to act

' Evelyn's Bigry, wul. 1 p. 416,
* Life of Adawi Martindiale, v, Tar the Chetham Society by Rey, Richard Parkinson
(bing vol. iv.), p. tob, aditar’s s


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Churchk and Manor of Wigan. 505

pursuant toit. And Burnct adds that the King was not offended
by his freedom.!

Though Wilkins was lenient towards the nonconformists, whom
he tried by gentle means te win over to the church, he did not
neglect to admonish those of them who in contravention of the
act of parliament continued their preaching. Adam Martindale,
in his Diary, says: "It is true my great friend the bishap of
Chester sent out his sigwificarst against me and " others; “but
that against me, thraugh the civility of Dr. Howarth, was a little
delayed, and shortly after it died with its authar, the bishop2
Martindale alse informs us that bishop Wilkins obscrving what
a pgreat company of drunken ministers there was in his diocese,
and especially near Wigan, his then residence, was resolved to
turn such out, or at the least to suspend them ad offiae, and to
fill the places with better men; and having a good opinien of
some of us, that he took to be moderate Nonconformists, he
proposed terms to us, to which we returned a thankful answer,
shewing our willingness to comply in any thing that would not
croas our principles, and instancing, in particular, what we could
do."3  But this also scems to have come to nothing through the
death of the bishop.

Wilkins did not live long to enjoy his preferment, for he died
of a painful discase at Dr. Tillotson’s house in Chancery Lane on
the 1gth of November, 1672 4 s0 that he only held the rectory of

U Burndt Hivdeey of Ais Owem Timee, wol. L 278

* Life of Adem Martindide, edited by the Kev, Kichand Pfarkirson for the Chetham
Sacicly |vol. iv.), p 191

¥ Life of Adam Martindate, p. 196,

* The alitor of Wond's Afdomar gives the fulluwing exiract from w beiter of fo
Brooke 1o Dir. Martin Lister, dated Decombey 14, 1573, proscreed in the collection
presented 10 1he Muscom st Ozfond, by 1k, Jobn Fotbeyill, of Loados :— ' Since my
las, the death of thal excellent prelate {the late bishop of Chester) hus bevn Bol &
Tnile Inmented, whose distemper way mislaken ; wha died of » doppage of wrin, bt
Bot caomed bry the stope {as was imagined). My, Wy geessed the nearest ; bot bhe
forebove all diuretkeal things, which (a8 they apprehenced siner) had beco the most
cffecizal (in al} hemane resson) for his recovery. e left L400 to the Ropul Socicry,
Laor to Walham Celbepe 1 apd 't sakd, not abore $ or 9oo (o bis bady 1 I Tillotsesn
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Wigan for four years He was buried in the chancel of 5t
Lawrence, Jewry, on 12th of December, without any memorial 3t
and his funeral scrmon was preached by Dr. William Lloyd, then
dcan of Bangor, and afterwards bishop of 5t. Asaph.

Bishop Wilking was in doctrine a distinct and professad
Calvinist, though free from the bitter and cynical spirit usual
with those helding Calvinistic views. He was naturally pepular
with the nonconformists, whom, as a bishop, he ever treated
with lenfency, and for whose interests he had done much.
Newcome, in his Diary, 22nd November, 1672, notices that he
“received the sad newes of the death of the learned, worthy,
pious, and peaceable Bishop of Chester, Dr. John Wilkins."

“Wilkins,” snys Chalmers, *“had two characteristics, neither of
which was calculated to make him generally admired ; first, he
avowed moderation, and was kindly aflected towards dissenters,
for a comprehension of whom he openly and carmestly contended ;
sccondly, he thought it rght and reasonable to submit himsell to
the powers in being, be those powers who they would, or let them
be established how they would. And this making him as ready to
swear allegiance to Charles L1, after he was restored to the crown,
as to the usurpers while they prevailed, he was charged with
being varions and unsteady in his principles, with having no
principles at all, with I1cbbism, and everything that is bad. Yet
the preatest and best qualities are ascribed to him, if not unani-
mously, at Icast by many eminent and good men."2  Dr. Tillotson
says of him * I think I may truly say that there are, or have been,
very few in this age and nation se well known and so greatly

is his cxceutor ; he seemed not to be much surprized at the news of [his] death, bot
sald he was prepared for the great experment. On Thoraday last he wes interred,
and D, Lloyd preached the funcral sermon.  The' it proved a very wet day yet his
coms were yory honourably ottended ; T Lelicve tiere were above 4o eoachies with six
hocsus ; besides a great nimber of othes, " Bireh, in his Distory of the Kopad Sociedy,
vol, fii. . B8, pives 200 ad the s left Ty Wilkins Lo ihe Royal Sweisty.

o Fstry of Chester, (rinted by Egerten, Whitehall, London, 1793,

T Chaltuers" Hiageapbeeet D fomers:


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan, 507

esteemed and favoured by so many persuns of high rank and
yuality and of singular worth and cminence in all the learned
professiong’?

Bumet, in his Life of Sir #latthewr Nale, declares of Wilkins
that “he was a man of as great a mind, as true a judgement, as
eminent virtues, and of as pood a soul, as any he ever knew.”
And in his History of his Owew Time he says that, thouph “he
marricd Cromwell's sister, yet he made no other use of that
alliance but to do good offices, and to cover the University ol
Oxford from the sourness of Owen and Goodwin. At Came
bridge he joincd with those who studied to propagate better
thoughts, to take men off from being in partics, or from narrow
notions, from superstitious conceits, and fierceness about opinions,
He was alse a great preserver and prometer of experimental
philosophy, which was then a new thing, and much lovked after.
He was naturally ambitious, but was the wisest clergyman I ever
knew. Hr was a lover of mankind and had a dclight in doing
good."?

Anthony A Wood also gives him a high character, saying that
“he was a person endowed with rare giflts; he was a noted
theologist and preacher, a curious critic in several matters, an
excellent mathematician and experimentist, and one as well
scen in mechanisms and new philosophy, of which he was a
great promeoter, as any man of his time. He also highly
advanced the study and perfection of astrenomy, both at Oxford
while he was warden of Wadham Collegre, and at London while
he was fellow of the Koyal Socicty ; and | cannot say that there
was anything deficient in him, but a constant mind and scttled
principles.”3

Now thouph Tillotson, as being nearly connccted with him by
marriage, might possibly be suspected of partiality, and Burnet,
whose estimate of character was wont to be somewhat biassed

' Preface Lo somie sermean preached by lishop Wilkios, aml pubdislc] w1683
s Ifintery of du Diem Fomr vl i 0 187
YAt vl i Gl
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by his own theological views, might also be supposed to have
favoured him, the testimony of Anthony 2 Wood is not open ta
suspicion ; and no onc can refuse credit to Dr. William Lloyd,
whose orthodoxy was as unquestionable as his sincerity. T shall
therciore conclude my notice of Wilkins by quoting from the
sermon which Dr. Lloyd preached after his fureral at Guildhall
chapel, on Thursday, the 12th December, 1672. He speaks of
him as a *man in wham his friends bad experience of much
good, and had hopes of much more; not so much for his great-
ness or power, as, abstracting from these, for what they found in
himself, which was a great and manifeld blessing to all that lived
within his conversation, He was a Father, a Counsellot, a Com-
forter, a Helper, a sure Friend ;: Hc was all they could wish in
every relation. . . . .. He bad an understanding that extended
to all parts of useful learning and knowtedge ; 2 will always dis-
posed to great, and publick, and penerous things. He had a
natural aversion from all idle speculations, and irom the eager
pursuit of small and frivolous designs. In great matters he
judged so well that he was not usually surprised with events,
He pursucd his intentions with such equalness of mind, that he
was never carried beyond the calmness of his natural temper,
except through his zeal for publick pood, or where his frend
was concerned. . . . . . In his studies he was indefatigable and
would have worn himsell out, if he had not been relieved with
multiplicity of business. . _ . . . As for his preaching, it was
sometimes famous near this place, though he sought rather the
profit than the praise of his hearers.  He spoke solid truth, with
as little shew of art as possible. He exprest al! things in their
true and natural colours; with that aptness and plainness of
specch that shewed he had no design upon his hearers, . . . .,
He applicd himself rather to their understanding than affections,
He saw so much of the beanty of goodness himself that he
thought the bare shewing of it was enough to make all wise
men, 25 it did him, to be in love with it.  In his writings he was
judicious and plain, like one that valued oot the circumstances
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so much as the substance: and he shewed it on whatever argu-
ment he undertook ; sometimes beating out new untravell'd
ways, sometimes repairing those that had been beaten already :
no subjeet he handled but I dare say is the better for him ; and
will be the easier for them that come after him. If in these he
went sometimes beyond his profession, it was in following the
design of it, to make men wiscr and better, which I think is the
business of universal knowledge: And this he promoted with
much zeal and sincerity, in hope of the preat benefit that may
accrue to mankind. [t was his aim, as in all things, so especially
in that which, I conceive, is more censured than understood; 1
mean in the design of the Royal Society. He joined himsell to
it with no other end but to promote modem knowledge, without
any conteconpt or lessening of those great men in former times.”
In speaking of his graccs, he says: “his prudence was great; 1
think it seldom failed in anything to which he applied himscll:
and yet he wanted that part which some hold to be casential ;
he so wanted dissimulation that he had rather too much open-
ncss of heart. It was sincerity indeed that was natural to him ;
he sn abhorred a lic that he was not at all for shew ; he could
not put on anything that lookt like it. And presuming the
same of other men, through excess of benignity, he would be
sometimes deccived, in belicving they were what they seem'd
te be, and what he knew they cught to have been.  His great-
nesa of mind was known to all that knew anything of him. He
neither eagerly soupht any dignity, nor declined any capacity of
deing good. He look™d down upon wealth, as much as cthers
admire it Hc knew the use of an estate, but did not covet it,
What he yearly received of the church he bestowed in its service.
As lor his temporal estate, being secured against want, he sought
no lurther, he set up his rest ; I have heard him say often, 5 will
b wo ricker; and 1 think he was as good as his word. . . . . .
His discourse was commenly of useful things, it never caused
trouble or weariness of the hearer.  Yet he would venture to
displeasc onc for his good ; and indeed he was the man that

U
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ever [ kttew for that most needful and least practised peint
of friendship. He wouki not spare to give seasonable rcproof,
and whalesome advise, when he saw occasion. I never knew
any that would do it so frecly, and that knew how o manage
that freedom of speech so inoffensively. It was his way of
friendship not so much to oblige even as to do good. He did
this not slightly and superficially but like one that made it his
business. He durst do for his friend anything that was honest
and no more. He would undertake nothing but what well
became him, and then he was vnwearied till he had effected it
As he concerned himself for his friend in all other vespects, 5o
especially in that which went nearest to him of all earthly con-
cernments. e would not suffer any blot to be thrown, or to
lie upon, his [riend’s good name or his memory. And that office
[ am cbliped to requite, in piving some acceunt of that which
has been spoken by some to his disadvantage. 1 shall neglect,
as he did so, any frivolous rcports ; but that which seems to have
any weipght in it, as far as I have observed, is that he had not
that zeal for the church that they would seem to have that
object this: he seemed to look upon dissenters with too,much
favour to their persons and ways.  As to the persons, no doubt
that goodness ol nature, those true Christian principles, which
made him willing to think well of all men and to do good, or at
least no hurt to any, might and ocught to extend itsell to them
among others. But besides he was inclined to it by his educa-
tion under his grandfather, Mr. Dod, a truly pious and lcatrned
man, who yet was a dissenter in some things,” but “when some
thoupht their dissents ground enough for a war, he declared
himself against it and confirmed others in their allegiance ; he
professed to the last a just hatred of that horrid rebellion. Now
his [Wilkins's] relation te this man, and conversation with those
of his principles, might incling him to hope the like of others of
that way. . .. . . As for himsell he was so far from zpproving
their ways that in the worst of times, when one here present
bewailed to him the calamities of the church, and declared his
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obedience even then to the laws of it, he cncouraged him in it,
he desired his friendship, and protected both him and many
others, by an interest that he had gained and made use of chiefly
for such purposes, How he demeaned himself then is known to
both universities, where he governed with praise, and 1eft a very
grateful remembrance behind him. How in the next times since,
I cannot speak in a better place.  And when I have named this
city, and the two universities, 1 think he could not be placed in
a better light in this nation. Thers were enough that could
judge, and he did not use to dispuise himsell'; I appeal to you
that conversed with him in those days, what zea! he hath exprest
for the Faith and for the unity of the church ; how he stood up
in defence of the ordet and government ; how he hath asserted
the Liturgy, and the rites of it; he conformed himsell to every-
thing that was commanded.  Beyond which for any man to be
vechement in little and unnccessary things, whether for or against
them, he could not but dislike ; and, as his free manner was, he
hath oft been heard to call it Fanaticalness. How this might be
represcated I know not, or how his design of comprehension
might be understood ; Sure 1 am that since he came into the
government of the church, to which he was called in his abscnee,
he so wetl became the order, that it cut-did the expectation of
all that did not veey well know him,  Hc flted his place with a
goodness answerable to the rest of his life ; and with a prudence
abovce it, considering the two extremes which were no where so
much as in his Diocess. Thoeugh he was, as before, very tender
to those that differed from him, yct he was, as before, cxactly
conlormable Bimsell, and broupght others to conformity,—some
cmincnt men in his Discess. e endeavourcd to bring in all
that came within his reach, and might have had great success if
God had pleased to ¢continue him. But having given full proof
of his intentions and desires, it pleased God to reserve the froit
for other hands, from which we hawve great cause to expect much
good to the church.™?

! Sermuen preachal by Willan Ll 121V, dhan of Bangor, aml one of has
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During Wilkins's tenure of the rectory of Wigan, a handsome
set of communion plate was provided for the church. There is
an item of £11 18s. allowed in the churchwardens accounts for
the year 1670 for * 2 silver communion cuppes and cover,” to
replace old pewtcr vessels, The baser metal seems to have been
allowed to serve for the rest, for 19s. 64. is charged in the follow-
ing year as the cost of “two great flagons;”? in which year there
is also a charge of 6s. for the taking up of four bells.

Wilkins’s works zre ingenious and learned, and many of them
cutious and entertaining. Being a distinguished preacher, he is
said to have been one of the most successful examples of the new
homylectic style which arose in the church of England after the
Reformation.  But he had anticipated that epoch in the history
of English pulpits by a publication of his views on preaching, as
early as 1646, in a work which went through several editions,
entitled “ Ecclesiastes or a Diiscourse on preaching” Indeed on
most of the subjects which engaged his truly original and sugges-
tive mind he was much in zdvance of his own age, and there are
thoughts in his " Discourse on Natural Religion™ which antici~
pated the masterly argument of bishop Butler's Analozy.3
Bishop Wilkins' works, as given in the Bitfiotheca Britannica,
are:

(1) Discovery of a New World, or a discourse tending lo prove
that §t fc probable there wmay be another habitable world in the
Moon, 1638, Bvo. Part 1st. Lon. 1640. 8vo. Anon. Lond.
1684, Bvo,

{2) Discourse concerning g New Plauet ; tending o prove that

Majesey's chaplainein ordinary, printed for Charle: Breowne {London), 1504 ; and
beund op with an sdition, printed in 1ég3, of Wilkine' Priscisls amd Duties of
Natwral Religen.  Bishop Wiltkins bore for hit arms: argrad, on @ pale ompraidad,
cofirad plaim rable, threr mardlels, or {Havi. ALS. 1441}, quoled in FAe Slascn of Epis.
copacy by the Rev, W, K. Hiland Bedford).

* These accounts were passed fot the previous year on the z5th of April, 7671, At
this meeting John Rawler, curate, signs his nume onder thal of Myles Turer Major

* fwperial Dictionary of Enievial Bigraply,
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§ i prodable our Earik inm one of the Planets. 1640, Lond.
1684 Bvo,

(3} Mercury, or the seerel and swift Messenger | shewing kow a
man may, witk privacy and speed, communicate his Thoughis to a
Friend ar any distance. 1641, 8vo. Lond. 1604 8wvo,

{4) Ecvlesiastes ; ar o Discourse of the Gift of Preaching, as it
Salls under the rules of Ari. 1646, Ninth edition. 1718, 8ve.

(5) Mathematical Mogic, or the svondors that may be performad
by Mathematical (reometry. Lond. 1648, Bvo.

(6) Discomrse concerming the Beawiy of FProvidemee in all the
rugped passages of it Lond. 1649, 8vo.

{7) Discourse comcerning the Gift of Prayer shewing what it
5, wherein it cousiits, and kot far it i attainabie by industry, &e.
Lond, 1653 8vo. In French, by My, Montague, 1665,

(8 An Estay towards a Real Character and o Philorophical
Lanpnage ; with an Alphadetical Dictionary. Lond. 1668, o,

{9} Sermons on Prov. iii. 16, 17. Lond. 166g. 4to.

{10) Sermens on Eccles. xii. 14 Lond. 1671, 4to.

{11} Scrmons on Fsal. iii. ¢ Lond. 1673, 4te

{r2) Sermons preached on several occasions. 1675,

{13} Of the Principles and Dutics of Natural Religion 1675,
Lond, 1678, 8vo.

{14) Three Sermens; with a Discourse on the Beauty of
Providence. 1677, 12mo.

(15) XV Sermons preached on several occasions. 1682, 8vo.

{16) Sermons on several occasions. Lond. 1701, 8vo,

(17) The Mathematical and Philosophical Works of the Right
Reverend John Wilkins . with his Life. 1708, 8vo.

JouN PeEaRrsoN, 1D, who succeeded Wilking as bishop of
Chester and rector of Wigan, had, like his predecessor, a special
license to hold the rectory of Wigan ix commendam with his
bishopric. Hc was born 28th February, 1612-13, and baptized
14th March, at Great Snoring, in Norfolk, of which place his
father, Robert Pearson, archdecacon of Suffolk, was then rector.
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His mother was Joanna, daughter of Dr. Richard Vaughan,
successively bishop of Bangor, Chester, and London, 2 prelate
of great piety and worth'. John Pearson was the eldest of a
family of nine children, all born at Snering.

“ He had completed his tenth year when he left the paternal
roof in May, 162 3, for Eton College; where he continued till 5631,
He was then admitted, on the 1oth of June, at Queen's College,
Cambridge, where his father had been educated ; but within a
year, namely, in April, 1632, he was elected scholar of King's
College. He was made fellow [of King's] in 1634, proceeded
B.A. in 1635, and M.A. in 1639, in which year he entered into
holy orders.” 2

'There are many stories of him in this college,” says Churton,
quoting from the S5, of Cole, who was himsell a fellow of
King's; “one of which is that some one of his acquaintance,
seeing him still at Eton a long while after he had left it, spoke
to him in this manner: <50, John! what here still? To my
knowledpre you have been the best scholar in the school these ten
vears Certain it is, that such was his propensity to books and
knowledge while a schaol boy, that all the money he could get
went for the first, and all the time out of school to the improve-
ment of the last : nay he hardly allowed himself tirne for natural
rest; for when the prepoesitor at ten o'clock at night saw that all
the candles, according to rule, were put out in the long chamber
or dormitory, he would contrive to light up his within an hour
or two alter, when all the boys were aslecp ; and by this means,
I have heard it affirmed that before he left Eton to come here,
he had read most of the Greek and Latin Fathers of the Church.”3

“ It is not pcrhaps very probable,” continues Churten, * that a

' Churlon's Memoir of hishop Pearson, prefixed to his edition of Pearson's Miser
Fhenlogicad Works, Qafond, 1644, The archdeacon’s memoir contains nearly all the
infoomation to be found aboul the good bishop earson ; and since my account is for
the most part takee From him, I have Lhought it advisable to make use of his own
language in piving it

" e * Cole’s MI5, vol. i, p. 105,
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by at school shauld have done quite sa much as is here affirmed;
but it is casily to be supposed that the vigorous and decp mind of
Pearson grew early accustomed to lore beyond the ordinary study
of schoolboys. And the perfect training of his memory in the
writings of the Fathers, guiding him, in his expesition of the
Creed and other works, not only to apposite quotations on every
doctrinal point, but perhaps to the most apposite which his
authors contain, is in itsell an evidence of the zeal his youth had
shewn in acquiring that perfect skill.  His grateful remembrance
of Eton is ¢xpressed in a passage of the Vindicie [gnatiane with
something of the tone of a man who is conscious that be had not
wasted the years of boyhood.”

“Qur famous Dr. Pearmson,” says Allen, “was a very hard
student at college ; and finding that the fireside diverted the
intention of his thoughts and dulled his =pirits he avaided coming
near it as much as possible, contented to sit clesc to his books,
with a blanket thrown over his shoulders™ 1

He was soon noticed, says Churton, among the Cambridge
Muses of his day ; and the strict classical propricty of his verse
contrasts strikingly with the hyberbolical conceits of the time
The following verses, which were composed at the close of the
year 1632, in his second academical year, on the recovery of King
Charles T. from the smallpox, give proof alike of his loyalty and
his poetical powers :

“SOTERIA AD REGENM
Eeee morus mrorfrar penid notalis ad aures,
Carsle mayne, fuwes | nec emim quis compulel apnos,
Tranemiises, Vused popule commume; reaasc
Faliter, ingue Waas Semper Tooiresiere sofes,
Nom misi Repis erat, gui plurima cury Flevrum i,
Kt quem perpetuss pustential fupiler wifri,
Chwess Tebi furie animnes, marie ciromdalug ishe
Awlits Kepum cim funers ofira JSucrtm 1
Fanera non tervd mtu, non 1a comedd

CWS a0 Faon, apuetal By 4 Chuarton,
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Pramonstranda iatis, vagidi et ortherie omnet
Llnwems comfertiom fpnicnli glomerentur in astrum,
O guam forrarum e Mars, jam, orede Deorum,
Spectandus rutulis ceoldit Gusiaous it armis !
O guam, sideribus guamnis privs oréus imiguss,
Muagnus siderios fugit Fredevicus in orbes !

Cum fales animas wif sides fre bealas

Vidisli, poteras contemnere, Carcle, frecem,

Et mortem sperare inbens ; ul scificet iffis

Lrus epistathamiz, gui lata per atric ordf
Exguirant, gue mox le suit habitura Deorum
Conciliz ! am superi meliori fxionis orbe,

Aul Ariadnee cingantiur vestra corona

Fempore, sen malis kabitare ubi faclea colf
Semita woctursis fulped prastantior astvis.
Jupiter of nondnm statichr! Privcipe ianie
Fmporium spoliare futm, sed candida _faiis

£t meliora twz dradebat daming vile :

O qui fam mords langueres, clarior inde

Hune papulum regeves, alernague scpira lneres,
Hand secus in liguidas difapsuy Tetfryos winas,
Obreiclost nostrum densa raligpine cvlum ;
Frotinus Eswm Phabur revolutus in orium,
[itnstrat patuium vadils melioridus orbem.

fo. Pearson, Coll Reqal™?

¥ On the death of his father, in 1939, Pearson seems to have
inherited certain lands, mentioned in his will, situated at Snoring
and Downham; and the income derived from this seurce may have
preserved him, during the troubled period now impending, from
those extreme privations suffered by many of the loyal clergy.
About the same time he was collated by Dr. John Davenant,
bishop of Salisbury, to the prebend of Netherhaven in that
cathedral ;2 a preferment which, no doubt, he owed to that pre-
late's regrard for his father; Dawvenant having been with him a

1 Awthologic Crntabriglnsic in Fxauthemate Reia,
* This preferment is non recosdal in Le Neve's Fasf.
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fellow of Qlueen's, over which college he presided as master
before his elevation to the see of Salisbury. Within a few
months after he had attained this preferment he resigned his
fellowship, but continued to reside at King's as a fellow-
commoner.” ¥ The fact of his resignation of the fellowship,
which has been questioned, appears by the following document
in his own handwriting which is preserved in the library of
King's College : 3
* August 7, 1640,

Be it knowne to the Provost and Fellows of King's College in
Cambrige and all whome it may concerne, that [, John Pearzon, nowe
Fellow of the sarme College, being canonically pessest of 2 Prebend
belonging to the Church of Sahisbury, doe most willingly resigne my
Fellowship, with all the right and interest which I have in the same

King's College. In testimony whercol I sett my name.

Jonw PEARSON.
Witncsse

Hewny Vinrewen
CHarres Mason.”

“ In the meantime, in the month of June the same year, he
had been appointed chaplain to Sir Jobn Finch, Baron Finch of
Fordwich, and lord keeper of the great seal.  Collier says that
he *officiated in the lord keeper's family '—a phrase which would
impty that he resided some short time with him as domestic
chaplain. This perhaps is not improbable in an age when the
officc was somcthing more than nominal ; but it is cortain that
the lord keeper, shortly after the date of Pearson's appeintment,
was attending the King on his unfortunate expedition towards
Scotland, or advising him at the subsequent difficult treaty of
Ripon. If his chaplain resided at all with him it was probably
after first receiving his appointment, and before his patron's
departure for the north, as the instrument of resignation just
recited shows that in the beprinning of Aupust Pearson was again
at Cambridgpe. After the King's rcturn and the assembling of
the Long Parliament in November, the impeachment of Strafford

t Charton's Mrmser, pp wsi, wuii L T TV

31X
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was soon followed by that of Finch and other of the King's
ministers, and hefore the end of December the lord keeper had
fed out of England, and was living in exilec at Hague.

“ There is an erroncous statement,” says Churtor, “in most of
the Biographical Dictionarics, followed by Allen and Cole, that
in this month of December, 5640, Pearson was presented by
Finch to the rectory of Thorington in Suffolle. The living of
Thoerington docs not appear to have becn at any time in the
patronage of the crown, or of the family of the lord keeper ; and
at the date assigned it is very doubtful whether this unfortunate
minister had it any longer in his powsr to bestow any kind of
preferment on his fricnds.  The records in the episcopal registry
at Norwich prove that the presentation to Thorington took place
two months carlisr, on the 27th of October."t The patron was
Henry Ceke, Esq, of Thorington, one of the sons of the great
lawyer, 5ir Edward Coke.

“ In the troubled times which now came on, it would seem
that Pearson found little quiet at Thorington. He retained the
curate, John Freeman, whom he found there engaged by his
predecessor, and was probably himsclf resident for some portion
of the year at Cambridge.”?

In 1640 for a while, after resigning his Feliowship ; and again
in May, 1643, we find him at King's, residing as a fellow-
commoncr.3

In the year 1643, previous to the mecting of the Westminster
Assembly, he preached before the University a very remarkable

' The fillywing mAes are taken from the Norwich registor :— ' 1840, October 23
Juhn DPeirsen,  e046, March 310 Juhu Chuang, by oaatk of Jobn Deincn, oo the
prreseniation of Llenry Cuke, Ewpeire'” Thence it might be supposed that the reclor
ol Thoringlan was aneilier pwesen than the sulbjeet of this memeir.  Bol there s a
Pt i [HE e Learssn’s tract cotitlel ** Ko Mecossily of Heformation " fvol. i, P
1), which speabes of Mir Fiwanl Coke mul his sots i tenms inplying that he swas
unidoer =ome ahiligativne to them, as s reference to o puhlid:r known fact ; and this,
corntiined witl 1w tetinway of all the s 'gl'.‘l.lllliiL"G thal e was presciated Lo T'lun‘ir.g‘lml
e Lhat yoear, sukes it peoliable 1hat chere @ a0 ereor in e reconl which spenks
wll e st iucumliwnt 2+ syecvading oo bis [LPenrson's] edd (Churton’s Mosodr).

S Ludean s UF ey s, I i,

I i, Ly, .. I Layen, v o | EITEETIINTEA T
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sermon, in which he demonstrated his leyalty to Church and
King and denounced the cruel policy of the Puritans in forbidding
the use of the Book of Common Prayer, which had received the
approbation of even such ultra-protestants as Calvin.

It is uncertain how long he remained at Cambridge after this,
but it must have soon become too hot for men of his views. We
next hear of him with the last remnant of King Charles's followers
in the West in 1645, acting as chaplain to the forces under Lord
Goring at Exeter.

After the dispersion of this last hope Pearson withdrew to
London, the best hiding place in the kingdom fer persons in
political danger. Here he is said to have been for a time
chaplain to Sir Robert Coke, the eldest son of Sir Edward Coke,
and subsequently to George Lord Berkeley, the [ather, and to
hix son of the samec name and title, who was afterwards created
Earl of Berkelcy by King Charles I, and who was connected
by marriage with the Cokesxt All these, his patrons, appear,
says Churton, to have been ameong the moderate men of the
popular party ; and “it was fortunate for Pearson that he had
frignds at such a time among the mexierate men, who, though
they do not occupy so high a niche in the temple of memory for
the part they played in the great state-game, were charitably
occupied in private in mitigating the sorrows and losses of the
valortunate. Such appears to have been the elder Lord Berkeley,
by whom, if Allen's account is true, both Pearson and many
other suffering loyalists were bountifully relieved. 2 There is
no charpe of inconsistency which has been made against this
period of Pearson's life: on the contrary, if we are right in
supposing him, agrecably to the account in the biographies, to
have been once rector of Therington, his conduct was marked by
the strictest principle. His successor was appointed on the last
day of March, 1646; consequently he must have resigned it
sometime previcusly. The state of the associated counties, as
they were called, was such as to offer no asylum for a royalist

* Charian's Meswmr, o1 aniv. vt MY uoted by Churloe,
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for some ycars before ; and now the ruin of the King's affairs in
the West, and the final defeat of Lord Astley on the 2znd of
March, had rendered it impossible for any incumbent to keep his
living on any other terins than by taking the Covenant, There
is little room to doubt that his determination not to show such
compliance was the motive for his resignation. The entire
destruction of the cathedral chapters was not effected by the
cnemies of the chorch tifl the bill for that purpose was passed
by the House of Commons in April, 1649. But as the different
cathedral towns fell into the hands of the parliament, the
cathedral clergy were most of them plundersd and expelled at
an carly period of the war, and their estates confiscated, in
compliance with the cbject of the committee of sequestration
formed in September, 1642, As Salisbury was never a defensible
place it was onc of the first to suffer; and it is not likely that
Pearson could have reccived more than a year's income from his
stall [there] before it was cffectually lost.

At this period of his life, therefore, beginning from the year
1648, he scems to have formed the resolution, to which he
adhered, of living in London, on such means as his small
patrimmeny in Morfolk still afforded him, or the patrons whom
he served as chaplain might have supplied. That he had means
of his own appears most probable; for there is no intimation in
his writings, or other memorizls, that he was ever in a state of
extreme poverty or dependence upon the bounty of others, and
at this time funds were not wanting to maintain his two younger
brothers who were at school at Eton, nor, as far as appears, for
other branches of his father's family. His resolve was to sit
close to the chimney while the house was smoking. . . . . .
This scems to have been the occasion of his gaining the name
and reputation of a moderade divine from some of his time ; not
that his principles were cver concealed or rendered doubtful by
his conduct, but that he was content, when the wars were ended
and the stake was lost, *to take joyfully the spoiling of his
poods,” and practise the dificult fesson of adversity. He now
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began to devote himself ancw to those studics, which, under a
good Providence, were calculated to maintain the struggle of
endangered truth, and to prepare new safeguards for the Catholic
faith in the midst of that perilous strife of tongues.”

One of the heavy trials which the suffering clergy at this
period had to bear was the falling off of some of the fiends of
theit youth, and felow students at the University, to the Romish
faith. One of the most able of these was Hugh Paulin de
Cressy, sometime fcllow of Merton College, Oxford, and after-
wards canon of Windsor and dean of Leighlin in Ireland, a man
of considerable learning and talents, who withdrew from the
troubles of his country and made at Rome, in 1646, a public
profession of his conversion to the Creed of Trent.  In the
fellowing year his famous fremalogrests, or Faithfud Narrative of
the Motives of hix Conversion, was published at 'aris.

* Pearson’s first controversial essay was a notice of this book,
in a short argumentative preface which he prefixed to Lord
Falkland's discourse on the fufalfibility of the Churck of Rome ;
in which he takes notice of some singular admissions of Cressy's
on the subject of this infallibility.,” 2 = [n 1G4 he published an
answer to a minor assailant of catholic practice from among the
sectaries, in a short tract entitled Christ's Brvth not Mistimed,
in refutation of an attempt whick had just been made to throw
discredit on the calculation by which the church keeps the day
of our Lord's Nativity on the 25th of December.” 3

" The next memorable circumstance in Pearson’s life is the
engagement which he made with the parishioners of 5t
Clement’s, Eastcheap, to undertake the office of preacher in
their parish church. It has been made a question whether, to
hold this appointment, he complicd in any way with the times,
The supposition that be did so seems to have arisen from a
mistake as to the office itsclf. He was not rector of St
Clement's, or menister, as the style then ran, bt preacker, or

! Chanian’s Afemair, pp. 117, 137l L 1P A LY 8
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Zecturer.  The lawful rector of St. Clement's during the whole
period of the vsurpaticn was Benjamin Stone, a chaplain of
bishop Juxon's, who was also prebendary of St. Paul's and rector
of St. Mary Abchurch, 2 mzn who incurred a bitter persecution
at the hands of the parliament, was very early voted unfit to
hold any ccclesiastical benefice, and suffered a long imprisonment
..... without being brought to trial  He lived to be restored
after the return of the royal family. The intruder in his room
at 5t. Mary Abchurch was one John Kitchin,” ¢ who, with about
sixty other presbyterian ministers of London and the suburhs,
subseribed to the Seasenalble Exhortation of 1660 but there is
no record of any rector occupying his place at 5t Clement's,
At a vestry meeting the 18th of August, 1654, in the vestry
house of 5t. Clement's, Eastcheape, it was recorded that “whereas
it was declared that Mr. Fearson, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Haedy,
ministers, would preach a lectuer sermon weckly in the parish
church of 5t. Clement, Eastcheape, it was freely consented unto
by the persons then present, and that the churchwardens should
find candles and other nececessaries for the said lectuer uppon
account of the parish.”2 Those who wished to appwoint lecturers
of this school found a pretext for doing so under an ordinance of
parliament passed in September, 1641, for a vety different
purpose, tamely, that of admitting putitanical and noncon-
forming preachers in opposition to archbishop Laud, who had
closed the door against nonconformists. Several churches, left
without their lawful pastors, were supplied at this time with
preachers or lecturers who were known to be friends of the
exiled royal family and the deprived hishops,

It appears from Evclyn's diary that Pearson took a lively
interest in the success of the Fidfia FPelvglotta at this period,
which was afterwards completed by Dr. Brian Walton, bishop of
Chester, though it docs not appear that Pearson had any literary

1 Churton's Afepratr.
s LM, powsx nowe. Ex inf Rev. W, John=on, rector of 5t Clement's,
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share in the work.! In 1655 he published his Prolegomena in
Hieroclem, which was prefixed to the Opuscula of that author
edited by Meric Casaubon. Pearson speaks of him in this essay
as one of his most valued friends. ¢ The essay itself is a
singular proof of the many strange untrodden paths of learning
which Pearson himself had explored, and, with much curious
illustrative criticism, combines some notice of the last efforts of
Gentile philosophy against the religion of the cross.” 2

“It was two years after this that we find Pearson engaged,
with his friend Peter Gunning, in a conference with two Roman
Catholics whom he met in London, on the question whether the
Church of England or that of Rome at the period of the
Reformation was guilty of schism. The conference was pro-
longed by several adjournments during the months of May,
June, and July, 1657, and then virtually abandoned, though
some negotiations for a renewal of it were kept up for some
time afterwards with Gunning.” 3 In the course of the next
year one of the Roman Catholic disputants (believed to be
Tyrwhitt) published a garbled account of the controversy, which
was printed in France under the title of Sckisme Unmaskt, in
which many of the arguments of the Anglican disputants were
suppressed and their objections unanswered.4

In 1658 Pearson printed the sermon entitled 7%e Patriarchal
Funeral, preached in the private chapel of Lord Berkeley on the
death of his father.

It was in 1659 that “he published the first edition of his
Exposition of the Creed, being the substance of a series of
sermons or lectures preached at St. Clement’s, ‘the most perfect
theological work,’ as Alexander Knox well characterises it, ‘that
has ever come from an English pen’ To say more of it than to
repeat this, which is indeed the common sentence of approval it
has received from the church ever since it first appeared, is
altogether unnecessary. It has remained without an effort

* Churton’s Memoir, p. xxxiii. 2 [bdd., p. xxxiv. 3 Jbid. 4 Ibid.
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made to amend or supersede it, It has been continually
reprinted as the storehouse and armoury of the well furnished
theological student : tepeatedly abridged by judicious and
learned ¢lerpymen, to extend its wse ag a manual of Christian
education ; and jt was at an early period translated into Latin
by 2 German scholar, Simon T. Armold, whose version has been
once or ofteper reprinted abroad.” 1

“In this same year Pearson wrote a preface to Dr. David
Stokes's Parapirastical Explication of the Mimer Prophets, an
unpretending work of considerable merit.  He wrote also a
preface to the Remains of the learncd and ever-memoradir Folin
Hales, for whom he evidently retained a strong personal
regard.” 2

* The noble collection of the Critied Sacrd alone remains to be
mentioned as forming a portion of Pearson's literary labours at
this period. The date of the publication is 1660 ; but as it was
for scveral years previously in preparation, it naturally belongs
te the period before the restoration of the royal family. To
thiz work Pearson largely contributed, and the selection of
commentators, as well as the collection of tracts in the two
last volumes, were probably directed by him.” 3

At this period Pearsen found favour with General Monk, who
would have admitted him to preach at St James” Chapel, but
that he was prevented by Calamy, to whom he had given a
promise that none should preach before him but presbyterians
ar such as Calamy recommended.4

A little later in the same year we find Pearson engaged in
controversy with a remarkable presbyterian leader, Dr. Cornelius
Burges, who had published a pamphlet entitled Ne Sacrilege or
Sin to alienate or purchase Catliedral Lands, and, wishing to
prevent the restoration of the Prayer Book, he had alsc put
forth his Reasens Phicwing the Necessity of Reformation of the
public Deoctrine, Worship, Rites and Cevemonies, Church govern-
wnent, and Discipline ; in answer to which Prarson wrote two

' Churton’s Aemetr, 1 SR, LI T 1 ., pp. xli, xlii
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tracts shewing that there was Mo necessidy of Reformation of the
LPubdlic Doctrine of the Church of England, These, observes
Churton, which were *written under all the provocation which
the character and style of hia opponent could occasion, are a
model for Christian controversy.” !

After the Restoration, in or about June, 1660, Richard Ball
and John Pearson petitioned the crown for a stasdamus that
they might take their degrees of D.ID, from which they had been
prevented because they could not submit to late irregularities.2

“On 17th August, the sequestered rector having now returned
te St. Clement’s, bishop Juxon collated Pearson to the neigh-
houring rectory of St. Christopher’s, which had been for three
years vacant.” 3 On the 27th of the same month he received
from bishop Wrenn an appointment to the fifth prebend in Ely
Cathedral, which he afterwards exchanged for the first, on the
death of his friend, the loyal sufferer, Mr. Stephen Hall, of Jesus
College, Cambridge# COn 26th of September of the same year,
“ the venerable and religious Brian Duppa conferred upen him
a still more eminent mark of his esteern and confidence, in
selecting him, immediately on his own nomination to the see of
Winchester, for his archdeacon of Surrey, This dignity he held
subsequently under Duppa's sucgessor, bishop Morley ; indeed
he does not appear to have vacated it till his death.™ 5

“We learn from the dedication to the Exposition of the Creed
that the parish church of 5t Clement's was rebuilt by the
parishioners, or was in the process of rebuilding, shortly befere
the Restoration.” % At this titne his lectures must have ceased,
and he scems to have been residing on the Surrey side of the
Thames, as we find him, before his appointment as archdeacon,
joining with other of the Surrcy clergy in a congratulatory
address from the rectors, vicars, and curates of that county, on
the 1oth of August, to the King at Whitehall? This, says

' Churtan's Memair, . xliii. v Cal Siad. Fap, Dem. Ser., vol. ix. Ko, 118,
1 Churion's Memirr, . xlv, LI 7. 5 Jhrd b Fhiid, T Jhid,
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Churten, is the earliest document to which we find his name
appended with the title of D). “A grace had passed the
senate for his admission to this degree on the 2gth of June; and
he was probably admitted on the usual day of commencement,
Tuesday, July 3. The industry of Mr. Stones, the scribe of the
Brasencse M55, has preserved a copy from his own autograph
of his speech to the Vice-Chancellor on this interesting occasion.
It is a lively record ol the feelings with which he returned, as
from a long banishment, to the classic shades, where he had
passed some happy years before the civil discords drove him
away. . . . . . His name, [ollowed by that of his friend
Gunning, stands first in the list of seventy-one doctors in
theology who at this period were created by royal mandate.
+ « + . . He was about the same titne appointed cne of the
King's chaplains in ordinary, and before the termination of
the year, on the 3oth of November {1660), he received, (rom
bishop Wrenn, the patron, a further preferment to the mastership
of Jesus Collegre, vacant by the advancement of Dr. Richard
Sterne to the see of Carlisle, To this office he was instituted en
the 5th of December following ; and as it was the kind of post
for which his learning and character had emingatly qualified
him. it is much to the honour of the aged conlessor that he made
choice of such a man as Pearson to fill it, one ' whose extensive
knowledge, personal integrity, and prudence would be” as the
letter of institution runs, * 2 model to the whole society.” Though
his tenure of this presidency was of short duration he did not
quit it without shewing himself a benefactor to the college ' by
contributing a sum from his own purse to adorn the chapel'" 1

# On February 19, 1661, we find the name of Pearson among
the Lent preachers at Court, associated with Shekion, Fell,
Morley, Hacket, and other eminent churchmen of the time." 2
And thrce months later Evelyn speaks of him as one of the

' Churton's Memodr, pp. xivi. -zlviii.
T Chunan, quoting from Kennet, p. 3668,
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posers at the annual examination of the Westminster scholars.
In the spring and summer of this year, 1661, we find him busily
engaged in London as one of those selected to act as representa-
tives, in the Savoy Conference, of such of the bishops as should
be hindered by age or infirmity, or charge of other duties, from
constantly attending at the meetings. In this conference he
seems to have taken part from the commencement of the pro-
ceedings; but we have no account of his individual share in
them, except during the written disputation of the last few
days.”t It speaks well for his courtesy and forbearance in this
controversy with the presbyterians, that of all the phalanx of
episcopal divines, Pearson, though one of their strongest
opponents, was the only one of whom Baxter speaks with
-entire respect: “Dr. Pierson and Dr. Gunning did all their
work, but with great difference in the manner. Dr. Pierson was
their true logician and disputant; without whom, as far as I
could discern, we should have had nothing from them but Dr,
Gunning’s passionate invectives, mixed with some argumenta-
tions. He disputed accurately, soberly, and calmly, being but
once in any passion, breeding in us a great respect for him, and
a persuasion that if he had been independent he would have
been for peace, and that if it were in his power it would have
gone well. He was the strength and honour of that cause, which
we doubted whether he heartily maintained.” The insinuations
contained in the last clause were altogether groundless. “ Baxter,”
says Churton, “probably penned this before the appearance of
the Vindicie Ignatiane; and perhaps it shews no more than a
wish to persuade himself that his most learned opponent was
one who desired more liberty than the church allowed, a wish to
grace his own cause as far as possible with such a name: but
the surmise is contradicted by the whole tenor of Pearson’s life,
by the character of his friends, by all his writings, and not least
by some of those which are now first made public.” 2

* Churton’s Memoir. 2 Jbid., p. liv.
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Pearson sat as a member of Convocation which met on 8th
May, 1661 ; “when he was chosen, with John Earle, to superin-
tend a version into Latin of the amended Book of Common
Prayer, for which his excellent Latin style eminently qualified
him. ... .. Dr. D'Oyly, in his life of Archbishop Sancroft,
has published an important extract made by that prelate from
the journal of the Lower House, which is now lost ; from which
we learn that Pearson was one of eight members of that house
who were employed in drawing up the service for the twenty-
ninth of May, and one of the six who were to prepare the prayer
for the High Court of Parliament; and when they met again in
the winter, he was one of three to whom the revision of all the
additions and amendments was committed, in order to its being
received and subscribed to by the members of both houses;
which was dene on the 20th of December, 1661. Thus far we
learn from the journals ; and the absence of all private memoirs
is only a proof of the happy unanimity which now governed
their proceedings. Pearson’s name appears again in the journals
of the Upper House in reference to a subject comparatively of
minor importance, but of some concern to the interests of
learning, a proposal to prepare one general Latin and Greek
grammar to be used in all the schools of England; which
proposal was occasionally under discussion in the sessions of
1663 and 1664. Pearson presented such a grammar to the
Upper House on the 4th of May, 1664, when it was referred to
a committee of seven bishops; but from that time no further
notice of it occurs, and after that date very little synodical
business was done.” 1

In the meantime other changes had been taking place in
Pearson’s career. In June, 1661, when Gunning was appointed
Regius Professor of Theology at Cambridge, Pearson succeeded
to the Margaret Professorship, upon which he resigned his stall
at Salisbury and his London benefice; and these two learned

* Churton’s Memoir, pp. lv. lvi.
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friends continued for several years with great unanimity to dis-
charge their concurrent duties. This appointment is of more
importance in Pearson’s life, as it was this which led to his com-
posing a considerable portion of his minor theological works,—
that series of lectures “de Deo et attributis,” which were delivered
soon after be became Margaret Professor.!

On the 14th of April, 1662, Pearson was made Master of
Trinity College, as successor to Ferne;2 an appointment for
which he was probably selected by the discernment of Clarendon,
who was present at Cambridge when he delivered his inaugural
oration as Lady Margaret’s professor. He held this important
post for nearly eleven years.3 _

There is a remarkable letter preserved in the muniment room
of Trinity College, written by John Paine, M.A., a graduate of
that society, who took his degrees after the Revolution, “des-
cribing an interesting interview which the writer had enjoyed
with an old Dr. Creighton, who was elected fellow under Wilkins,
the year before the Restoration, and appears to have been con-
tinually resident while Pearson presided. Paine describes the
old man, who communicated to him all his recollections of Trinity,
as then merry and well at the age of eighty-eight ; so that the
letter, which is without date or name of the writer, was probably
written not earlier than the year 1720. Creighton spoke of
Wilkins with much respect, particularly relating a story which
is confirmed to some extent by Evelyn, that he diverted Cromwell
from a design he once entertained of breaking up the Universities.
But his warmest encomium was reserved for the mention of the
name of Pearson, ‘ whom,” he said, ‘it was a disparagement to call
Doctor, it should rather be, the great Pearson.’ His abundant
civility and condescension to the fellows, his abstinent and simple
mode of living, and concession of what he might have claimed

* Churton’s Memoir.

? In the modern glass windows of Trinity College Chapel, his figure is given amongst
other Masters and benefactors of the college.

3 Churton’s Memoir.
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from the common stock, were all in turn recorded to his praise ;
and the relater sometimes stopped in his narration to speak of his
college residence as the happiest time of his life.”’t In this letter
a casual mention is made of Pearson’s wife ; and this is the only
intimation that has reached us of his ever being married.
Creighton told the writer that he had heard the fellows ask him
whether he wanted anything in his lodge, table linen, or the like;
“No,” saith the good man, “I think not; this I have will serve
yet.” “And though pressed by his wife to have new, especially
as it was offered him, he would refuse it while the old was fit for
use. He was very well contented with what the college allowed
him ; which he [Creighton] very well remembers to have been
16s. per week at the butcher’s shop.”2 The Mastership was then
reckoned at £500 per annum. “The entries in the Conclusion-
book of the college, which is a register of the business transacted
at the meetings of the Master and seniors, are also such as seem
to mark the benignant rule of Pearson; as there are several
notices of aid granted to poor incumbents, abatements to tenants
under any casualty of the season, and a remission of part of the
sentence passed on a refractory student, who had derived a moral
lesson from a fit of sickness. It does not appear that any intes-
tine division or disorder arose while he was Master ; and there
can be no doubt that, while he was happy enough to serve the
interests of learning without distraction, he was promoting in
Cambridge the good social principles recommended with per-
suasive eloquence by Clarendon, in onc of his speeches, in restoring
the nation to its old good humour, and its old good nature.”3

There is, however, in the Conclusion-book, a record of another
kind, which shews that the Master and fellows were not disposed
to allow their just and legal rights to be tampered with by any
one. The record is as follows:

“July 4,1664. Agreed by the Master and Seniors that where-
as they have received a letter from his Majesty, signifying his

' Churton’s Memoir, pp. lxiv, lxv.
? Jbid., appendix d. p. cxvi. 3 Jbid., pp. lxv, Ixvi.
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will and pleasure that they should present Mr. Barton to the
rectory of Orwell, there be a petition drawn up to let his Majesty
understand that the rectory of Orwell was bestowed according
to statute upon Dr. Chamberlaine before the reception of his
Majesty’s letter. [Signed] John Pearson.”?

The petition was sent to the King accordingly, and doubtless
produced its effect, as no further notice of the matter occurs.

When the plague broke .out in Cambridge, in 1665, and at
intervals for two or three years afterwards, and the students were
sent down on the first appearance of danger, Pearson remained
at his post.2

“During the chief portion of his presidency at Trinity College
we find him occasionally fulfilling offices of trust and aiding the
public charges of the University. In 1667 he was appointed, with
Fleetwood, provost of King’s, afterwards bishop of Worcester,
Sparrow the ritualist, Master of Queen’s, afterwards bishop of
Exeter and Norwich, and Brady, Master of Caius, one of the
syndics for laying out the legacy of Tobias Rustat to the Univer-
sity.” Rustat left a sum of £1000, which was placed in Pearson’s
hands, and judiciously laid out by him in the purchase of land,
from which a revenue of £200 per annum is now secured to the
public library.3 Towards the rebuilding of St. Paul’s, after the
fire in 1666, Pearson contributed £250, being the amount of half
his yearly income as Master of Trinity.# Not long after the
institution of the Royal Society he became one of its members,
being admitted a fellow in 1667, but he seems to have shared
little in its proceedings, though he did not share in that unreason-
able jealousy of this foundation which was entertained by so
many members of the two universities.

In the same year, on 7th of May, 1667, he preached a short
but eloquent funeral oration over his friend the good bishop
Wrenn. 5

* Churton’s Memoir, p. Ixvii. 2 [bid., p. Ixviii. 3 Jbid,
4 Jhid. 5 Jbid,
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“ The latest remarkable entry in the college Conclusion-book,
under the Mastership of Pearson, is one of Dec. 21, 1671, by
which it is agreed by the Master and seniors that Dr. Barrow be
chosen college preacher ;™ and it was here in the college chapel
that Barrow's perfect theclogical discourses were delivered !

To mention Pearson's own contributions to litetature and the
church during this important period of his life, there appeared in
1604 a folio edition of Dispenes Laertins, to which he wrote a
short preface and dedication of the work to King Charles 1I.

#In 1668, he prefized a beautiful critical essay to a Cambridge
edition of the Septuapint, which is chiefly a defence of the old
translators against some of the censures of St. Jerome."2

Churton preserves a highly interesting correspondence of
Pearson's with a “a person of guality " in 1668, testifying to his
belief that promiscuous ordinations are destructive to the honour
and safety of the church of England, if they should be allowed in it.

A person of guality, a memder of the Clurch of England,
fo a moderale divine,

% 5ir, Give me leave to let yvou understand that I am by a real
and wnfeigned profession a true son of the church of England, one
whom God hath blessed with a competent family, of whose
eternal welfare I am equally solicitous. We are scated with
many neighbours of the same judgment and desire of future
happiness in a country parish with an orthodox and able minis-
ter, whose age and infirmity secm to foretell we shall scarce
enjoy him ancther winter.  Now, Sir, the various discourses and
contrivances in this present juncture, together with the known
inclination of our patron, threaten us with a pastor as next in-
cumbent, who is not a pastor canonically ordained, but hath
roceived something which he calls ordination, either after a
clussical or congregational way. In this case [ apply mysell to

' Chorton's Mesore, » Fihd,
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you, who are rendered a moderate divine, desirous to know
whether your moderation hath induced you to promote or com-
ply with that which seems to us a great confusion ; and to declare
how you can answer it to that church of which you are also a
member, and what satisfaction you can give to our consciences,
who are like to be cast into such a condition.”

‘ Answer.

“Sir, I cannot take any delight as to the differences in matters
of religion, but in the composure of them only: and if I can
understand myself, nothing can ever alter that temper, by which
I have been so long inclined to a due enlargement and indulgence
for such as are ready to afford a rational compliance. But I hope
that no such facility of nature or opinion shall ever reduce me to
that weakness, as to betray the great and everlasting concerns of
the church, or to give over the indispensable duty of endeavouring
that unity which is necessary to its conservation. That the order
of the ministry is necessary to the continuation of the Gospel
according to the promises of Christ, as it was to the first planta-
tion of it according to His institution, is a doctrine indubitable,
That this ministry is derived by a succession and constant pro-
pagation, and that the unity and peace of the Church of Christ
are to be conserved by a due and legitimate ordination, no man
who considereth the practice of the apostles, and ecclesiastical
history can ever doubt. This way of ordination, having continued
so many ages one and the same, could never be considerably
altered without some great commotions and dissensions in the
Church, and the manifest breach of union and communion in that
body, whomsoever we judge guilty of the breach of that union,
which is not necessary now to dispute. And as the first intro-
duction of different ordinations caused a standing and settled
opposition, precluding all ways of reconciliation, so they cannot
be brought into any one Church, but they must make such a
division and disparity in the administrations as will amount to no
less than a schism. However, in the peculiar and happy con-
dition of our Church, these promiscuous ordinations, if at all

32
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allowed by it, are most destructive to that which is the safuty
and honour of it. We have the greatest felicity “which could
happen to a reforniation, as being regular and authoritative, that
we have so taken away the many mistakes and ercors, which had
been introduced by a long ignorance and usurpation, as to. retain
a perfect compliance with the aacignt Church, and therefore we
can boldly and truly affirm, we are the same with the primitive
christians, even those of RKome : and while we hold and maintain
our ordinations legitimate, we speak the same language with the
most plorious fathers, martyrs, and saints of those happy and
pious times.  But if we once admit a diversity in our ordinations,
we have lost the honour of succession, we have cast away our
weapons of defence ; we have betrayed our own cause, and laid
oursclves open to the common chemy of all protestants, and we
shall at last inevitably fall into the Socintan doctrine, to deny all
necessity or use of any mission or ordination. Again, though
our discipline be much weakened, and the good effects thereof
obstructed by many scruples and oppositions raised against it
yeot they can be no just impotation to that wholesome institution,
it being sufficiently known from whence those obstructions
proceed.  But if all sorts of ordination be any way established
by sufficient authority, if what is so earnestly desired be indul-
ged, *that a man once ordained any way be still held and retained
for a labourcr in the harvest,' the most legitimate process in
coclesiastical affairs will become inefectual and irrational ; many
necessary articles of inquiry, founded vpon the greatest justice
and authority, will be put off with such unblamable refusals, and
answered with s0 much reasen and equity, that his majesty’s
ceelesiastical laws can be with no conscience put in execution,
when they which are to be prosecuted as delinquents according
to law, must be pronounced the most innocent in the opinion and
conscience of the administrators of the same law. What an un-
comlortable and discouraging confusion is this, whereby present-
ments shall be made of those persons who are conscientiously
conformable to the doctrine and orders of the Chuarch, for actions
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or omissions proceeding solely out of that conséience ard com-
formity ; and they who factiously ot erronecusly dissent from
that doctrine and order. shall avoid their own and-promote the
presentment of others, and in this error or faction shall be pro-
tected and encouraged by a superinduced anthority! Thus by
promiscucus ordinations the doctrine of the Church will be ren-
dercd. indefensible and the discipline impracticable.  Although
these evil consequences be of great moment in the general, and
thireaten our Bethel with the notion of a Babel, yet because mast
men are mare apprehensive of particular mischiefs, and strong-
lier moved with personal inconveniences, 1 shall mare earnestly
apply myself to that condition which you have represented in
reference to yourself, your family, and neighbours of the same
persuasion, and even this consideration will be of great latitude
and concernment, baecause it is not confined to you alone, but all
of the same judgment will be subject to the same unsettlement,
and be under the same fears and discouragement. 1f a persen
only qualified by a congrégational mission should be set over
you authoritatively as your lawful pastor, to whose ministerial
acts jt is expected you should apply yourself in all public matters
of religion ; you being of a constant persuasion that the validity
of such acts hath a necessary relation to the legitimacy of minis-
try, and of as certain an opinion that such a mission cannot
amount to a legitimate ordination, I cannot see what comfort
you [can] take in any compliance with such administrations,
May further, if a person be said to have obtained arders alter the
Presbyterian way in the late times, when he might have received
them from a bishop, and since the happy restitution of public
order in the Church, where many of his brethres have submitted,
still obstinately refuses to receive ordination aflter the established
‘way of the Church of England; in this case if you doubt whether
his ordination be valid, or conclude it null, T confess 1 know ne
argunlent to convinge you or to incline you to another persuasion,
But then I cannct but lament your uwnquiet and sad condition,
accidentally cast wpon you for reasons which 1 take no delight
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to consider; and through the short expression in your letter I can
easily perceive what thoughts and apprehensions may press and
discourage you. For as you render yoursell a son of our Church,
I conceive you are one who values the liturgy, thinking it your
duty to give God that service, and taking much comfort in the
ancient and regular devotion cxpressed in those public prayers ;
which being a mixed office and having been so ever since the
apostolical times, wherein the priest or presbyter, and the people,
jointly and interchangeably concur, and the rubric directing what
words belong to the priest, and can properly in the sense inten-
ded (sornetimes at least), be used by no other; I confess you
cannot but abate of the devotion and comfort of your prayers,
when you think the person appointed to read them is no priest
or presbyter. As lor the administration of the sacrament of
Baptism, you cannot regularly but desire to have your children
baptized, and received into the congregation of Christ's Church
in that solemn manner, and by such a person as is appointed by
the same church to receive them; and though in case of necessity
this office may be dispensed with in baptizing, for the benefit of
the infant, yet it will be very hard to create any other necessity
than what arises on the infant's part, or to make use of that
irregularity when there is no necessity, which is only indulged
to necessity,  But as to the other sacrament, the supper of the
Laord, your case is far worse, For to that you are often invited,
nay obliged to receive it thrice a year; and [ doubt not but [you]
earnestly desire frequently to participate of the body and blood
of your Saviour, whereas, if you be resolved that your pastor
established is not a priest or presbyter, and consequently hath no
power to consecrate the elements, or render them sacramental,
I cannot see how you can follow him to the holy table, or with
what comfort or conscience you can bring your family, or concur
with your neighbours, to receive the elements from his hands,
And yet abstaining from the sacrament, you are thereby deprived
of the spiritual strength and comfort which you desire, and have
cause to expect ; and are moreover betrayed to the censures of
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the Church, in compliance to whose doctrine you are rendered
disobedient to her commands. Lastly, the unfeigned exercise of
religion is undoubtedly, as never more necessary, so never so
comfortable as upon the bed of our sickness, especially upon the
approach of death: wherefore the Church hath taken great care
that the minister shall attend, and how he shall behave himself
in the visitation of the sick, for their comfort and advantage.
This comfort I confess must be taken from you, who are of that
persuasion concerning your pastor; for if upon the apprehension
of your latter end you feel your conscience troubled, and being
observant of the method prescribed, desire to make a special
confession, and receive the benefit of absolution; to which end
the priest is ordered to use these words, ¢ By the authority of
Christ committed to me, I absolve thee of all thy sins:’ you will
never acquiesce in the absolution, where you acknowledge no
commission, nor can you expect any efficacy, which dependeth
upon the authority. These and the like I look upon not as for-
mal objections or cavils, but as real and severe complaints raised
upon sober and religious grounds, matter for Christian zeal rather
than moderation. And therefore I cannot persuade myself that
any person endued with any kindness or care of the religion
settled in this nation, can ever contrive or assent unto so great a
discouragement to the conscientious professors of it, and con-
fusion in the management and administration.”!

The great work, however, which was the employment of
Pearson’s leisure hours during the period of his Mastership of
Trinity was the ¢ Vindicie Epistolarum S. Ignratii,” which
appeared in 1672, the last year of his residence at Cambridge,
with a dedication to archbishop Sheldon. This elaborate vindi-
cation of the writings of St. Ignatius, fully established their
authenticity against the attacks of Daillé and other foreign pro-
testants, who wished to throw a doubt upon them as bearing
such strong evidence to the existence of the three orders of the
ministry in the Christian Church from the beginning. “As far

* Minor Theological works of John Pearson, D.D., collected by Edward Churton,
M.A,, vol. ii. p. 231.
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as regarded the contraversy in England, it certainly altered the
position of the party which had from the time of the troubles at
Frankfort asserted the divine right of the Geneva discipline,
' The vindication of St. Ignatius,’ said Thomas Long, *hath
struck Mr. Baxter's and others’ discourses against episcopy to
the wery heart, 52 that none need to strike again’t The old
oracles of non-conformity were no lonmer regarded as inspired ;
there was no longer any trust reposed in them , the memory of
Blondel and Daillé, though they were men such as that cause
has scarcely nourished since, survives chiefly in the reputation
piven them by Pearson. The most eminent scholars of the
Gallic and other churches in communion with Rome have done
justice to the character of this admirable piece of theological
criticism. In his own country, from the time of Bull, who be-
stowed a little of his notice upon the cavillers who then appeared,
it has been ever reparded as one of the best public bulwarks of
an ecclesiastical state, and it will remain to all time, as long as
sacred learning is needful for us, closely linked with the name of
the holy martyr whose relies it defends 2

Early in the year following this publication, Pearson was raised
to the episcopate.

His connection with the parish of Wigan begins at this time ;
and previous to his consccration the King's commands to sanction
‘his holding this rectory fr cosmemendam were given to the arch-
bishop in the following words .

“Charles R, Our will and pleasure i3, that you forthwith
grant your license and dispensation to the right revd Father in
God, Jolin Lord Bishop of Chester, to hold the rectory of Wiggin
in the county of Lancaster and diocess of Chester, and the arch-
deaconry of Swrey, with the saul bishoprick of Chester. For
which this shall be your warrant.  Given at oor court at White-
hall the 5% of January in the 240 year of our reigne, 1672-3.

By his Ma" commaunde
Arlington,"3
' Review of Uaxler's Life, . 117, * Churlon's Mowivr, p. IXxK
Y Lawoeskies and Cherkire Loval Gleaming, vol, L p 204,
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Directed to “the most rev, Fathf:r in God Gilbert, Lord arch-
bishop of Canterbury.”

Archbishop Sterne’s commission for his consecration, dated
the r8th of January, 1672-3, was directed to archbishop Shelden
and five other.bishops of the southern provioce, and gave them
license to ordain him bishop in any church, chapel, or consecrated
place. In pursianece of which commission he was consecrated in
the archiepiscopal chapel at Lambeth, on Quinquagesima Son-
day, gth February, 1672-3, together with Dr. Peter Mews, who
was at the same time appointed bishop of Bath and Wells, the
bishops who assisted Sheldon zt the two consecrations being
Humphrey (Henchman) of Londen, John {Dolben} of Rochester,
Ant. (Sparrow} of Exeter, Isaac (Barrow) of 5t. Asaph, Peter
{Gunning) of Chichester, Nathaniel (Lord Crew} of Oxford and
John (Pritchard) of Gloucester.?

Pearson's preferment appears to have been due to the represen-
tations of archbishop Sheldon, as we may gather from his letter
to the same archbishop, preserved among the Sheldon Papers in
the Bodleian Library
© * May it please your Grace

I understand by your grace's letter that his majesty is plcased
most graciously to pive mee the bishoprick of Chester, and to
suffer mee to keepe the archdeaconry of Surry fv commendam
with it ; and T hope I shall never be so wretchedly unthankefull
as to forget his majesty’s favours. In the meane time I must
gratefully acknowledge the greatnesse of your grace's nndeserved
kindnesse in enclining his majesty to that good opinion of mee,
and interesting yoursclfe in the affaires and for the good of him
who has never yet bin 50 happy or just as to be in the least
serviceable to you. I have appointed my nepliew Charles Wren
to passe the scales, at present being detained for some dayes by
the pressing businesse of our collepe audit ; but after that shall

! Charton's Memoir,  Stabhs' Regitrwm saerwm A nglicannm,
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be ready to attend, and howsoever to follow your grace’s com-
mands or directions, being most desirous to expresse the sense
which I have of your favours, as best becometh
your grace's
Most dutifull and most
Trin. Coll. Dec. 2. 1672, Obedicnt servant
John Pearson ™t
To the Most Reverend Father in God, Gilbert
Lord Archbishop of Canterbury,

The diocese of Chester together with the rectory of Wigan
temained in Pearsoa's hands for more than thirteen years, Dur-
ing this period he is said to have resided some part of the summer
at Wigan, where he employed three curates, two being preachers
and the third a reader in deacon's orders? There were three
chapelries in the parish of Wigan at that time, those of Hindley,
Billinge and Upholland, of which the two last were partially
maintained by the rector. Of hishop Pearson’s curates at Wigan
the only names [ meet with are those of Samuel Shawe, who
signs his name (with James fforde, mayor, Roger Bradshaigh,
and others) at a vestry meeting to pass the churchwardens'
accounts on 28th March, 1676, and James Peake, who signs his
name on a similar occasion on 218t April, 1685, and again on 7th
May, 1686, Peake was preferred by Pearson to the vicarage of
Bowdon in Cheshire soon afterwards, but continued to hold the
cure of Wigan until he was discharged from it by bishop Cart-
wright at Christmas, 1686-7. He was deprived of Bowdon in
168900 for refusing to take the ocath of allegiance to William
and Mary, holding James II to be still his rightful sovereign.
Peake, the non-juror, was still living in February, 1711, when
he is styled “late vicar of Bowdon"3 Mr. Callis, mentioned in
hishep Cartwright’s diary, may have been another of Pearson's
curates, and Mr. Turner was probably the reader.

* Churlon’s Memeir, appendix b, p. cxix.

* Bishop Cartwright’s fiary, pp 16, 17,
1 HS. nole la Edilor's copy of Helsby's Crmerod’s CAepbire, wol. L p. $19.
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Bishop Pearson held his primary visitation in 1674. Arch-
-deacon Churten in his memoir gives a full copy of the Articles
of Inquiry which he issued at that time,! as follows ;

The tenour of the oath to be tendered to the churchwardens
and sidesmen :

“¥ou shall swear diligently to inquire and true presentment
make of all defaults and offences against the laws ecclesiastical
of thiz realm. In which you are to take direction from these
articles.  And that you will not present any person out of malice
or ill-will, nor spare any out of fear or favour.  So help you Ged.”

(Then follows) * the Asticles of Inguivy within the Diocese of
Chester. '

TIT. L.

CONCERNING CHURCHES DR CHAPELS WITH THE ORNAMENTS,
FURNITURE, AND POS3ESSI0NS BELONGING TO THEM.

I. Is the fabric of your church {or chapel), with all things
appertaining to it, kept in good repair within and without, in
‘such arder and decency as becometh the house of God ?

2, Is there in the church {or chapel} a font of stone standing
in the usual ancient place, with a cover to it, for the administra-
tion of baptism?! Is there also a convenient communicn table,
with a fair carpet of silk, or other decent stuff, in the time of
divine service, and with a fair linen cloth at the time of adminis-
tering the sacrament? What cup, chalice, patin, or lagons have
#ou, belonging to that service !

3. Have you in your church or chapel 2 convenient seat for the
minister to read divine service in? and a pulpit with o decent
cloth or cushion for the same }

4 Have you a large folio Bible of the last translation, with twe
‘books of Common Frayer well bound, one for the minister, the

* Aricles of Inguiry eoncerning matters ecclesiastical within the diocese of Chester,
in the peimary episcopal visitation of the Right Reverend Father in God, John, Loxd
Bishop of Chealer, a.In 2674,  Loaden: Printed by John Williams, Junr., Mncrxxv,
(As given in Churton's Mewoir, appendix i, p. cxx).

4 A
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other for the clerk? Have you the book of Homilies sct forth
by authority, the book of Canons, and the Table of degrees pro-
hibited in marriage ?

5. Have you a register book of parchment for all who are
christened, married or buried in the parish? Does your minister
every Lord’s day in the presence of your churchwardens set down
the names of parties, with the day, month, and year of each
christening, marriage, or burial ? Is the transcript thereof every
year within one month after the twenty-fifth day of March carried
into the bishop’s registry ?

6. Have you a paper book in which the names of strangers
who preach or officiate in the church (or chapel) are set down,
and another book for the churchwarden’s accounts?

7. Have you a fair surplice for the minister to wear at the
public ministration, provided at the charge of the parish ?

8. Have you a chest with three locks and keys to keep the
books and ornaments of the church? Have you a bier with a
black hearse cloth for the burial of the dead ?

9. Is the churchyard sufficiently fenced with walls, pales, or
rails, and decently kept from all annoyance or incroachments ?
Are the trees therein preserved ?

10. Is the mansion house of your minister, with all houses
thereto belonging, kept in good repair? Have any of them been
pulled down or defaced? Have any incroached upon the land
thereto belonging, or felled the trees thereon growing?

11. Have you a perfect terrier of all glebe lands, gardens,
orchards, and tenements, belonging to your parsonage or vicar-
age; as also an account of such pensions, rates, tythes and
portions of tythes, or other yearly profits (cither within or with-
out the parish) as belong thereunto? Have any of the same been
withheld from your minister ? and by whom, as you know or have
heard ?

12. Have any of the ancient glebe lands belonging to your
parsonage or vicarage been taken away, or exchanged for other
without the free consent of the incumbent and license from the

rd
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ordinary ? Have any inclosures been made in your parish to the
detriment of the church, by the decay of tillage, and the con-
verting arable land into pasture? By whom hath the same been
made? and how many years since? and how much is your par-
sonage or vicarage damnified thereby in the yearly value thereof;;
as you know, believe, or have heard ?

13. Have any new pews or seats been erected in your chancel,
or in the body of the church (or chapel), without leave of the
ordinary ?

TIT. 1L
CONCERNING MINISTERS.

1. Is your minister, curate, or lecturer episcopally ordained ?

2. Hath he been licensed to preach by the Bishop or either of
the Universities ?

3. Is he defamed or suspected to have obtained his orders or
benefice by any simoniacal compact ?

4. Doth your minister diligently read divine service, and preach
every Lord’s day in the church, unless hindered by sickness or
reasonable absence? And in such cases doth he procure some
lawful minister to read prayers, to preach, and perform other
ministerial duties ?

5. Doth your minister in the morning and evening service, in
the administration of the sacraments, and in performing other
religious offices appointed by the Church of England, use the
respective forms in the Book of Common Prayer, together with
all those rites and ceremonies which are enjoined in this church?
And does he make use of the surplice when he reads divine
service, or administers the sacrament ?

6. Does your minister diligently catechise the youth of his
parish? Doth he prepare and procure them (as occasion is
offered) to come and be confirmed by the bishop? And doth he
endeavour to reclaim all popish recusants, and all sectaries in
your parish, to the true religion and worship of God, as it is
established by law ?
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7. Is your minister a man of sober, unblameable, and exemp-
lary life? Is he grave, modest, and regular in his outward
demeanor and apparel, according to the constitutions of the
church? or is his carriage, conversation, or company in any kind
whatsoever, disorderly, or scandalous, and unbeseeming his call-
ing and charge?

8. Is your minister ready to visit the sick, and to baptize
infants in danger of death, being so desired? Is any infant or
more aged person in the parish yet unbaptized by his default ?
Doth he duly administer the blessed sacrament of the Lord’s
supper three times every yéar at the least, whereof Easter to be
one? Doth he baptize with sureties?

9. Doth your minister marry any persons at uncanonical hours,
not between eight and twelve, or in private, or such as are under
age, not having the consent of their parents and guardians?
Doth he marry any either without banns first published three
Sundays or holy-days in the church or without license so to do;
or with the license of any other than the Archbishop, Bishop of
this Diocese or his chancellor?

10. Doth your minister duly bid and observe holy-days and
fasting days as is appointed ? and doth he then use the forms of
prayer prescribed by the church? Hath he taken upon him to
appoint any private fasts or religious exercise without lawful
authority? Doth he or any other minister or lay person in your
parish hold any unlawful conventicles or meetings under pretence
of any exercise of religion ?

11. Is your minister constantly resident among you? Hath
he a curate conforming to assist him in his absence or presence?
Doth he carry himself in all things as an able and discreet minis-
ter, and conformable to the Church of England? Doth he serve
any more cures besides that of your parish on the same day?
What is the name of your curate, and what yearly stipend doth
your minister allow him ?

12. Is there in your parish any lecturer; what is his name?
Doth he read divine service before his lecture, as by law is
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required? And is he conformable to the discipline of the church
of England?

TIT. IIL
CONCERNING PARISHIONERS.

1. Are there any in your parish reputed heretics or schismatics
refusing communion with the Church of England? Any impug-
ners of the religion established, of his majesty’s supremacy, or of
any of the laws, rites and ceremonies ecclesiastical? Have any
spoken or declared anything in derogation, or to the depraving
of God’s worship in the Church of England, and administration
of the sacraments, rites and ceremonies prescribed in the Book of
Common Prayer as it is now established by law?

2. Are there any in your parish, who lie under a common fame,
or vehement suspicion of adultery, fornication or incest? Are
there any common drunkards, blasphemers of God’s holy name
and word ?

3. Are there any excommunicate persons, or any who counten-
ance or keep company with them?

4. Do any of your parish profane the Lord’s day by neglecting
public holy duties, or by doing the works of their ordinary calling,
or using unlawful recreations, or permitting their children or ser-
vants so'to do? Do they duly observe other holy-days, festivals
and fasts appointed by authority ?

5. Do all those who inhabit in your parish duly resort to your
church (or chapel) and continue there in divine service, sermon
and other holy duties, with that reverence, order and decency as
befits devout christians ? or have any occasioned riot, clamour, or
fighting in the church at any time? Are there any recusant
papists or sectaries in your parish? Do they or any of them
keep any schoolmaster in their house, which cometh not to
church to hear divine service, and receive holy communion ?

6. Are there any in your parish who refuse to have their infant
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children baptized by your minister? or do they keep them un-
baptized any longer than the church allows? And what infants,
or more aged persons are there in your parish unbaptized ?

7. Do all householders duly send their children, apprentices,
and servants to he catechised? And do they take care (when
occasion is offcred) they should be confirmed by the bishop ?

8. Is there any person in your parish being sixteen years of
age who refuseth to receive the blessed sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper at least three times every year, whereof Easter to be one?
And do all receive this sacred mystery with that outward gesture
of humility and reverence as becomes them, meekly kneeling
upon their knees ?

9. Are there any in your parish who are known or suspected
to be unlawfully marricd, contrary to the laws of God and this
church? Are there any, who being lawfully married and never
divorced, do yet live asunder? or any who being lawfully
divorced, do live together again? or being separated for adul-
tery, have afterwards married with any other, during the life of
their first consort ?

10. Are there any married women in your parish, who after
safe delivery from childbirth necglect to make their humble and
public thanksgiving to God, decently apparelled, according to
the appointment of the church? or refuse to pay the offerings
according to custom ?

11. Are there any of your parish who refuse to pay their Easter
offerings and their duties to your minister? or to pay the rates
assessed on them, for the rcpair and provisions of the church?

12. Do you know, or have you heard of any patron or person
in your parish who having the gift of any ecclesiastical benefice,
hath made gain thereby upon any bargain, either for money,
pension, lease, reserve of tithes, or glebe, or other simoniacal
contract whatsover?

13. Do any among you refuse to bury their dead according to
the rites of the Church of England? Are there any wills of
deceased persons unproved, or goods not administered? Do
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you know of anty legacies given to your church, not yet received
by you, or detained from you, or not applied to the use appointed ?

TIT. IV.
CoNCERNING THE OFFICES PELONGING TO THE CHURCH.

1. Are the churchwardens of your parish yearly chosen accord-
ing to law? And are there sidemen appointed to assist them for
the due ordering of the church?

2. Have the former and last churchwardens given up their
accounts to those that succeeded them, together with all monies
and other things belonging to your church {or chapel)?

3. Hawe you a parish clerk aged one and twenty years at least,
who is of sober life, and good report? Is he chosen by your
minister, and approved by the parizh ; and is he able for reading,
writing, and singing as a clerk? Are his wages duly paid him ?

4. Doth he or your sexton take care of your church, to keep it
locked and clean, to opett the doors, and to ring the bells in duc
time to call the inhabitants to the worship of God? Also to
admonish them by tolling a passing bell for any that are dying,
thereby to meditate of their own death, and to commend the
other’s weak condition to the mercy of God !

TIT. V.

CONCERNING ALMSHOUSES, SCHOOLS, AND SCHOOLMASTERS,

Pravsicians, CHIRURGEONS, AND MipwivEes.

t. Is there any hospital, almshouse, or free school founded in
your parish not being of the Kings foundation? Are they so
governed and ordered in the us¢ and revenue as the founders
appeointed, according to set ordinances and statutes which have
been miade concerning the same?

2. Doth any man keep a public or private school in your
parish? Is he or they licensed and allowed thereunte by the
Bishop? [Is he of sober, religious and exemplary conversation ?
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Doth he Instruct his scholars in the catechism and religion of the
Church of England ? Is there any woman that taketh upon her
to instruct and educate younp maidens? Doth she resort duly,
and bring with her to divine service, upon the Lord's day and
holy-days, all such young maidens as are committed to her care?

3. Do any in your parish practise physie, chirurgerie, or m1d~
wifery, without license from the ordinary ?

The ministers of every parish may joit in presentments WLth
the churchwardens and sidemen, and if they will not present,
then the ministers themsclves {being the persons that have the
chief care of the suppressing of sin and impiety in their parishes)
may present the crimes aforesaid, and such things as shall want
due reformation.

The ministers of every parish are desired to give in the names

of such of the younger sort, In their several parishes, as they
judge fit to receive confirmation from the Bishop.”

Though Pearson went up to London, and took his seat in the
House of Lords, he appears to have taken little part in the par-
liamentary debates, He occasionally preached at Whitehall ;
but there is only one of his sermons extant preached after his
elevation to the Episcopate, which was delivered at Westminster
Abbey, on the sth of November, 1673, when he took for his text’
Psalm cvi. 4, and based a good argument upon it for the ohsery-
ance of such providential deliverances as that which was so long
commemorzted on the sth of November.

= The close of this sermon,” abserves Churton, “ expressed with
the elogquence of a man, with whom loyalty is not a passion but
a principle, sufficiently intimates his sense of the dangers from the
two factions which were then striving for the mastery,™

" The last particular notice of Pearson's visits to the metropolis
is a passage in Baxter's Life, repeated by Calamy, and referred
to by Birch, as the matter is enc in which Tillotson was also
concerped. It was one of the schemes of the time for the com-
prehension of nonconformists. It would seem that Stillingfleet

' Churton's Afemair, . Ixaniii.
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and Tillotson were requested by bishop Morley and bishop Ward
to arrange a meeting with Baxter, Manton, Bates, and Poole, to
treat of an act of reconciliation with them, and that some mem-
bers of Lord Danby’s ministry had encouraged them to do it.
Baxter's reception of the overture was unpromising. However,
as he spoke with respect of the two doctors themselves, the treaty
went on and several meetings took place, where a bill was pre-
pared, which (though it was not what Baxter could have wished,
if he might have his choice) proposed to leave indifferent, and
therefore virtually to abolish the three ceremonies, to allow of
a set of teachers who should be left to their own exercises at
all other times in churches, if they complied so far as to use the
Liturgy twice a year ; and to oblige the bishops to grant licenses
to all persons who had previously been ordained by parochial
pastors to officiate in any congregation to which they should be
lawfully called. And for securing concord, ‘no one was to be
put to declare his judgment, whether this written license, or that
which he had before received, should be taken for his ordination;
but each party should be left to judge as they saw cause.’”!

If Baxter is to be believed, Stillingfleet and Tillotson agreed
with the nonconformists to conceal the nature of these proposals
from bishop Morley, who had sent them on their task while he
was out of town ; and to desire bishop Ward and bishop Pearson
in the meantime to meet the other party, to hear what they had
agreed upon, and to keep the matter secret. Itis not very clear
that Pearson was ever consulted by them, but it is probable that
Ward communicated to him the nature of the overture. We
know what were Pearson’s views on this subject, from his “letter
to a person of quality ” in 1668, which has been already given;
and therefore we may be sure that he would not have given his
sanction to such an agreement. However, the scheme fell
through; for as soon as it was known “how far we had gone”
says Baxter, “there was a full end of all the treaty.”

* Churton’s Memoir.
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The recerds of Pearson's episcopate at Chester ate kept in two
different books; The Iustitution-Book, under the care of the
Registrar, and The Act-Book of the Diocesan Chancellors.

It has been stated that bishop Pearson held his first visitation
of his diocese in 1674, when he printed a set of articles of enguiry
concerning matters ecclesiastical to be answered by the church-
wardens.  “In the next year he issued a set of Injunctions to be
observed by the dean and prebendaries and other members of
the cathedral. These were in part a fresh sanction to some In-
Jjunctions given befere the civil war by Bishop Bridgeman . . . .
They strictly enjoin regularity and residence on the principal
cathedral clergy, the appointment of well-selected preachers, who
can discharge that duty “to the benefit of the hearers, and the
honour of the Church™: and, as might be expected from Bishop
Pearson, are very particular in directions relating to the efficiency
of “the service of Ged in the choir’t They also require a par-
ticular care of the cathedral school ; and lay down some rules for
the prevention and detection of simony in disposing of the
cathedral preferment,"2

" The bishop again visited his diccese in 1677, when the visit-
ation sermon was preached at Chester by Dr. James Arderne, one
of the King's chaplains, afterwards dean of Chester; but it
appears from the first words of his will, written at the beginning
of the following year, that he now began to fee! symptons of his
bodily infirmity.”3 The records at Chester, kept at this period by
Bishop Wilkins's relative, Dr. Walter Pope, contain no regular
notices of these visitations; but we learn, lrom another source of
information, that this was Pearson's last visitation.* Heheld none
in :GB0, and in 1683 the ordinary’s office was superseded by
Archbishop Dolben's holding a visitation of the whole province.s

* Hishop Pearson’s Act- Book, Chester, p. 74

* Churton's Mewrr, p. laxzvi

! Hishop Stratford’s Ielter Lo Lhe archbishop of York, 19 January, péoe-1,
 fAn

* Chrlon's Mewnir, p. Ixxavii.
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We have said that Pearson made his residence partly at Wigan,
where his presence will have had a salutary effect in stimulating
the energy of the parish officers, and keeping the church property
in a state of cfficiency. There is some reason to suppose that
the old stone gate posts of the lormer entrance to Wigan Hall,
surmounted by round balls, which are still standing within the
pleasure prounds, were built by him. There was formerly a date
upon the Western post, of which the two last figures, 76, only
are legible., The grounds have lately been extended further
into the town by about 68 feet, and a new gate-house built

We may make a fair cstimate of the fumiture and ommaments
belonging to Wigan church at that period from a schedule drawn
up by the churchwardens in bishop Hall's time about ten years
before, and entered at the end of the first book of churchwardens’
accounts :

A schadule of church goeds left the gth of Aprill 1667 hy Ri: Drocke
and ‘Thomas Nailior chorch wardens
Imp=* 2 great Bibles, 4 Coilion prayer bookes, 1 booke of Homilics,
1 booke called Juell & Hardin, ¢ booke of canons, 1 booke 3g articles,
& Register bookes, 1 table of degrecs. 1 order of penanee, 1 pulpit cloth,
1 Cushiom, 3 Surplices, 1 tahle cloth, 1 napkin, 2 Bagins; z plates, 2
renchers, t greene campete cloth for coinunion tahle, ¢ blacke cloth fer
fFunerals, 1 Houre glasse, 1 great chest o lay cherch goolds in, 2 short
Lathers [ladders), ¢ Lather of about 28 pins at psonage broken, 2 Cal-
lecting boxes, 1 Act for Uniformitie of prayers, Anicles and Bond for
the Clocke, A deed for the porchasse of the place for reelding deske,
t hammer, 1 paire of pincers, 3 keéyes for serving the bells, 3 Dearcs,
g Covers for them.
Ri: Brocke
The : Nailior
Aprill the 2 1668
. od to William fester Crisifor Pmmgmn now Church . . . . for
I:Iu yeare thesc goods albove mentioned | . James floster Jamys
Browne”

It appears that there had been a renewal of church furniture
and arnaments in the year 1601, alter the Restoration, as wel! as
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a-general repairing of the fabric of the church, The church-
wardens' account book shews payments in that year of 8s. “to
Mr. Hotham for a comon prayer book,” 14, 6¢. “to Mr, Maior for
a booke of cannones,” gs. B4 “for a cofion prayer bock for the
clerk's use,” 5 * to Deyne [the Dean ] of Chester for the Church’
Bible ;" 6s. 6. “for a loade of slate ;" £3 “for white lyming the
church ” and ps “for lyme;” £2 145 64 “for glazing”; 85, 24 ¥ to
Robert Pemberton for mending leads, besides payments of 3s
and 15. 8. “for sodering &c.,” and 165, 647 % to Will: Browne for a -
sheet of lead”; g5 *for mending the chymes and dressing of bell
toft;” 25 “to Roger Keersley for mending steeple roofe,”
£3 165 3d “to Mr. Jolly for cloeth for the comunion table ser-
ples [covering] and napkin with threed,” g5, “to Mra. Rebeckah
Rigbie for making the table cloeth serples and napkin ;" 2s. "for
mending of the clock ;" 10s. “for ringing the 5th of November ;"
54, B4l “for 2 plates for the coimunion table in exchange of the
chrisning bason,” Gs. 6. *for a two quart Bagin for the eomunion,
and many payments for the church bells and apparatus” In the
following year there had also been payments of 44, " for two
trenchers for the comunion,” 85, 6d. for {(ancther) ' newe coinon
praver booke for the clarke,” 25 “for two books of Articles for
Holland & Billinge,” 15, “for a book of uniformitie,” £1 25. od
“for a carpend cloth for the comunion table,” 75 8d. “for mend-
ing pulpit doore and painting of the pulpit,” and 64, *for setting
hookes & tape to the pulpit cloth” There were also heavy pay-
ments for the bells this year, amounting to £28 3+ 64, including
£4 45. 64 for ierne (iron) work about the bells, £11 ® for hanging
the bells,” and £5 or. 64 to Jephraie Scott {or casting the bell
stpes and overweight.

There is no mention made in the schedule above given of gither
the clock or the bells, but there were certainly five bells at the
parish church in 1668, one of which wag usuzally called the Kathe-
rine bell!  Qne of the Parish church belis, which had been

' The first ring ol bells that was eompleted in England was at Craplawd’ Aoy in
the teath century ; for Fhrdefude, Abbot of Croyland, kaving caused & bell of peodigious
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eracked, was recast in 1677, Tt is recorded in the churchwardens’
account book that *one broken bell weighing cleaven hundred
three score and five pounds ™ was delivered by John Baldwine
and Witliam Birchall {the churchwardens) unto William Scott,
together with cight old bell steps * weighing seaven score and
eight pounds.” And the first tems in the disbursuments of the
SaMeE ycar are:

*Paid unto William Scott for kesting (casting) the first bell
Li1otoe P4 ounto William Scutt for overweight of the newe bell
being six score and nineteene pounds at 15 ye pound £6 1ge. Id
William Scott for kesting the bell steps and overweight £4 25
J¢. spent at the agreement for kesting of the newe belt 25 6. f2,
spent of the workmen at y< kesting of y© bell 32 68, /¢, spent of
y* weighing of y* newe bell 25 G So that the recasting of the
first bell in 1677 cost the parish £21 19s. (&, besides the value
of the old metal.

* In 1679 the chancellor's Act-book bears record to the patient
benevolence with which bishop Pearson listened during a tong
summer's day, at Wigan, to the statement of a difficult parochial
dispute about a stock of cows, which zome well-meaninge bene-
(actor had bequeathed to a village community in Cheshire.  After
a full hearing of the cause, the vindicator of St. Ignatius did not
disdain 10 cmploy his pen in writing down some good busingess-
like rules for the prevention of fulure disputes, and the use and
improvement of the stock ; and to pive the arbitration more
authority it was agreed to have it enrolled at Chester,  The same
book contains a notice of his lenicncy, in moderating the annual
paymert from a poor incumbent for the rebuilding of his parsen-
age, which is stated to have been burnt or destroyed by urder of
Prince Rupert, for the King's service in the late wars™

largenems 10 be made, which he caflel twehfor ; Kol saceoeding him, id aleur the
your 976 sl twe large oo, callol Aardiiomere aml Sevefin, and alur twn mean
ooey, called Fwrdmule and Foiede, apd alae pwae Begle omes calleld Frga and Ao,
bing wrven, which being made of propertionalile siees, male tgether 2 mint deliht-
Pl harewony sl 1o Lar woqualled in the whe de kingdoom o £ fioweriem Basimee s, by
N. Bailay). T Churtut's Sfmerr, | lz32m,
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In the year 1682, a useful addition to the parish church of
Wigan was made by the acquisition of & vestry. On 10th of
October of that year Richard Legh of Lyme, Esq, who owned
the chapel adjacent to the northside of the chancel, then des-
cribed as an ancient chapel in the parish church of Wigan, of
which he was possessed as lord of the manor of Norley alfiss
North Legh in the parish of Wigan, gave the same to John Lord
bishop of Chester, rector of Wigan, John Keelinge of Wigan,
gent., and William Blackbnorne of Blackeley-hurst, in the parish
of Wigan aforesaid, gent, churchwardens, to be used as a vestry.
The indenture witnesseth that the church being then destitute
and in want of a vestry, the said chapel was made over for that
purpose to the said rector and churchwardens and their succes-
sors for ever, in consideration of liberty, license, and authority,
granted by the said rector and churchwardens, with the consent
of the parishioners, to the said Richard Legh, his heirs and
assigns to build, erect, set np and repair one decent and con-
venient gallery or loft in the said parish church, * between the
greate north pillar of the szid church and the wall that stands
between the Bell free arch and the wpper arch of the chapell
belonging to Ince, for him the said Richard Legh, his heires,
and assignes, to sitt stand and kneele in to hear divine service
and sermons.”’® The signature of the bishop is witnessed by
Richard Wroe, John Allen, Theo. Pearson, Robt. Callys, and
John Thane; and those of John Keelinge and Willtam Black-
burne by Richard Wroe, Edward Herle, John Halsted, Edw.
Holt, Rog. Bolton, and Thomas Banks.

It would appear that the Leigh chapel had been for some time
disused, and was gradually falling into decay, There is an item
of 10s. charged to the patish in the churchwardens’ accounts of
1655 -4 for “makinge up Sir Peter Lees” chansell™ ; and in 1560a
shilling is charged for going twice to Mr. Leigh about his chan-
ceil.  These journeys were probably made in order to remon-
strate with him about keeping it in decent repair, There is an

? Deed enrolled in the Diccesan Registry, Chestey.
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ttem of £4 4s. 6d. in 1683, after the said chancell was transferred
to the parishioners, paid to John Low, Hugh Laithwaite and
‘others for work done in the vestry, and 3s. 2. paid to Thomas
Barton for a lock and key, &c., for the vestry door. In this year
there was also a payment of £1 8s. 64. made to Richard Ince
for the “Communion Table and altering the pewes;” and a sum
of £3 17s. to Mathew Taylor for making and finishing the church
wall between Richard Mort’s house and Jonathan Bullock’s house,
besides sundry payments for stone, and carriage of the same.

In the accounts for the year 1685-6 there is an item of 1s.
paid to Richard Mort “for a dosen of ale that day wich Mon-
mouth was taken for the ringers” by order of the Mayor. The
Mayor at that time was R. Bradshaigh !

It is probable that Pearson had used his influence to get his
church at Wigan restored, but did not live to see it accomplished.
During the last year of his life, and within a few months of his
death, there was a meeting of the parishioners held on 7th May,
1686 to consider this matter, which is thus entered into the vestry
book :

“The seventh day of May Anno dfi. 1686. A generall meet-
ing of the gentlemen and inhabitants of the parish of Wigan in the
County of Lancaster touching the ellection of church warden and
o consider of Leyes for repairve of the said parish churck. Ittis
agreed (that whereas Mr. Edward Holt was in Easter weeke last
elected church warden for the said parish and since yt time Mr.
Henry Orret was elected in ye steed of the said Mr. Holt) that
the said Mr. Henry Orret shall stand and be church-warden for
the said parish for this yeare, and that the said second election
shall not hereafter bee drawne into president. (Signed) James
Peake, curate, R. Bradshaigh, Wm. Banckes, Hugh Molyneux,
Henry Browne, Ra. Culcheth, Richard Lowe, William Renicars,
Hen. Watkinson.”

They do not appear to have proceeded to the consideration of

* Sir Roger Bradshaigh, of Haigh, knighted 12 Car. II. and created a baronet 31
Car. II. He died 31st March, 1684.
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the leyes at this meeting. Jobn Foster and Heary Orrett, the
churchwardens, in their accounts for the following year acknow-
ledge the receipt from the Dailiffs of Wigan and several con-
stables within the parish of Wigan, of £ 42, being four church leyes
zllowed them ; but this was not much more than they usuvally
received, and there does not appear to have been any unusual
outlay for repairs of the church except an item of £17 for lead
waork at the church, and a few other insignificant items.

There are but few imperfect notices, to be gleaned from the
Chester Act-books, of the episcopal acts of bishop Pearson

“"During his whole episcopate he continued to employ the
hours that could be spared from public duties in the service of
sacred learning. The fruit of those labours, by which he resisted
the cncroachments of age, was displayed in his lifetime by the
appearance of the ' Annales Cypriani,' prefixed to Bishop Fell's
cxcellent edition of Cyprian, published at Oxford in 1682, and
reprinted a few wyears later at Amsterdam ; and after his death
by the two Dissertations on the Succession and Times of the first
bishops of Rome, which formed the principal part of the (pera
Postinma edited by Dodwell. The Annals of St. Cyprian, like
his other works, have centinued to maintain the high respect
which on their first appearance awaited them. There is the
same untiring research, sifting of historical testimonies, and well
weighed decision of disputed points, which we admire in the
‘Vindiciee {gnatiane’ A Leipsic scholar at the close of the last
century, whe praiseworthily attempted to revive the studies of
ecclesiastical antiquity, while the world was neglacting them,
could find no better way of offering to the student an historical
and literary view of the life of Cyprian than by abridging Bp
Pearson’s Annals, * which have ever been,’ he says, *and ever will
be, esteenued among the learned as of the hiphest valuet  Bishop
Prarson’s peculiar excellence as a scholar lay in his abundant
store of information from his extensive reading, and the judgment

* Schinemanre, Hibdfioth, Patr. Laf,, wol. i. p, 78, Leipsic, 179a
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which he had ever ready to bring to bear upon it, so as to dis-
tinguish always what was apposite by way of proof and illustra-
tion . . . The two Disscrtations on the succession of the Roman
bishops were evidently among the latest cccupations of his pen;
and probably he was prevented, by the filure of his mind and
memory in the last stage of his uscful and honourable life, from
supplying those few portions which are left unfinished.”

There seems to be a prevailing impression that Pearson wasina
state of imbeeility for several years before he died.  Burnet says
that “he became a child some years before his death.”  But this
expression i3 inaccurate, at least as to the length of the term of his
grievous affliction, if it were intended to apply to anything besides
bodily weakness, He was able to exercise his office in ordaining
pricsts and deacons so late as 215t December, 1684 ; 5o thatit is
not to be supposed that he was then suffering from anything more
than that infirmity of body, of which he speaks in words penned
bry his own hand in the preamble of his Will six or seven ycars
earlier . . . The truth probably is that this last affliction came
upon him in its Girst approach a little before June 18, 1685, when
he directed the codicil to be added to His Will which is not
writtcn, aa the \Will itself is, in his own hand, the scizure having,
as it seemys, disabled him from using it.  The tenor of that codicil,
however, is such as to shew that it could not have been made by
one whose mental facultics were then impaired."2

The last private record of his lifc is one which is given by
bishop Kennett, on the report of Henry Dodwell, who edited his
Dissertations on the Soccession of the Roman bishops :

“ He had before his death his understanding very much impaired, his
senses in 3 manner gone. 1 weli remembier that Mre. Henry Dodwell,
his great friend and [ellow -labourer, once 1old me at his house within wy
parish of ShottesLrooke, Berks, that in his way to or from Ircland, he
called to wait on the Bishop at his palace in Chester, and got into the
Lbrary, and asked to see the Bishop. Afler much imporunity, the

* Churton'’s Mrweir, pp. Ixaxwill, lazaix. 1 T,
4 ¢
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Bishop was led in by an old woman, his nurse, and, taking ne notice of
Mr. Dodwell, he looked round upon the books, held out his hands, and
cried, * O sad, whose books are all these?’ At which, said Mr. Dodwell,
I was s0 surprised and so ashamed, that 1 went away without hearing
angther word from him,™

The time of this visit “was probably after the middle of June,
1685 ; from which date {as it would seem) of a secand paralytic
seizure he remained under seme decay of mind as well as body
till July, 16, 1686, when he was relcased by death at Chester,
His last episcopal act of institution is dated Sept 3, (685;% but
it was in the following April that he appointed his chaplain
Allen archdeacon of Chester.?

“Tt is a remarkable and not very creditable fact,” as the late
Decan Howson obscryes, "that for a long perind, not only was
there no monument whatever of bishop Pcarson in Chester Cathe-
dral, but even the spot of his sepulture was unkanown. It was a
tradition that he was buried at the East End of the choir: and this
tradition was verified in 1344, during the preparations of the res-
torative work which was bepun at that time. A coffin was found
[within the altar rails] with a mitrc and the initials S.P.; but
beoth these initials and the large stature of the bishop there
interred proved that he was Samuel Peploe”+ Another leaden
coffin was found beneath, containing the body of Bishop Pearson
wrapped in many folds of linen, which was uncevered in the pre-
sence of the late Canon Blomfield. It bore the inseription  J.P.
Ep=" The coffin of Bishop Peploe was placed over it in 1752,
The remains were then replaced in the same spot, only deeper in
the ground. Here they rested until their removal in 1860, when
they were placed within the monument now standing in the north
transept. This monument was originated by the Rev. E. Dyer

' lrit Muos Lossdviens LS (G 87 quoted by Churion.

* The sulweuent institutions, frem Cet. 24, 1635, to Junc 2%, (685, appear to have
et given by e Wainwright, chancellor of the Divecse and the bishop's wlear
aetretal i speivitoals,

+ Churbents Wewnir,

¢ ook b Chesdor Gifiadvad, by [0S0 Hawsoy, 1R1), Dean,  Chester {1882).
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Green, the present rector of Bromborough, then curate of St.
Oswald’s. On entering the Diocese he had observed the absence
of a memorial to the Bishop, and resolved to endeavour the erec-
tion of one. When, therefore, in February, 1859, he told the
Bishop and Dean of his intentions, his proposal was accepted,
and, with the aid of an influential committee, Mr. Green entered
on the work, visiting both Universities to obtain support. The
effort was successful, and ultimated in a magnificent monument
designed by Mr. (now Sir) Arthur W. Blomfield, nephew of a
former bishop of Chester. The recumbent effigy itself is a good
likeness of the Bishop, while round the sides of the tomb are in-
serted carved heads of the twelve apostles, with sentences from
the creed. The rich canopy and metal work are by Skidmore,
of Coventry. Amongst the first subscribers to the design were
Sir H. J. Gunning, the late rector of Wigan, and Mr. Keble,
author of the Chkristian Year.

Burnet speaks of Pearson as “a judicious and grave preacher,
more instructive than effective.” This is the opinion of a young
man on an old man; but it seems to prove that Burnet had heard
him, and that, as we might judge from Evelyn and other sources,
he was accustomed all his life to preach not very infrequently.
“He was,” says Burnet “a man of a spotless life, and of an
excellent temper. He was not active in his diocese, but too
remiss and easy in his episcopal functions; and was a much
better divine than a bishop.”! Such was Burnet's opinion, but
the charge of remissness and activity is not borne out by facts.
He was certainly wise in the choice of those whom he preferred.
And the simple testimony of Laurence Echard, a less partial
historian of the time is probably nearer the truth, who says that
“he filled the bisbopric of Chester with great honour and reputa-
tion;” and that while he was corresponding with Bull, Bernard,
and other learned scholars of a younger generation at a distance,
he did not neglect the due administration of his episcopal trust,

* Hist. of his own Time, vol. i. pp. 694, 695.
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while he admitted deserving clergymen to places of confidence,
and intrusted the offices of dignity and authority in the diocese
to those who were best qualified to discharge them.! His heavy
literary labour, and latterly his bodily infirmitics, must have in
some measure interfered with his active bodily pursuits,. How-
ever, Burnet has pronounced him to be #in all respects the
greatest divine of his age,” and Dr. Bentley is said to have
declared that “his very dross was gold”

The late dean Burgon records, on the authority of the late
bishop Jacobson, that there is a copy of Hesychius's Lericon in
the library of Chester Cathedral, on the title page of which
Pearson has written, Hespekiii integric primo periepi MDCL V.
Ntevrum MDCLX VL Mart, xxvi, shewing that he had read it
through twice?

Bishop Pearson bore for his arms ; aryent, o chevron erminois
Setween three leaves vert3

His will, as given by Churton, runs as follows :

#In the name of GOD, Amen, the second of Januvary, in the
yeere of our Lord, 1677, I, Fohn Pearson, Bishop of Chester,
being infirme, but in perfect memary, blessed be God! doe make,
ordaine, and declare this my last Will and Testament in manner
and form following.

Fypriois 1 resigne my soul into the hands of my blessed Re-
deemer Jesus Christ, and my body to the earth, to be burnied
where and how my executors shall thinke fitt, Jfem, I give and
bequeath all my lands and tenements of what tencre soever lying
and being in or about the town of Great Snoring, in the county
of Norfolke, to my loving brother Thegp/ssfus Pearson and to his
heirs for ever, willing and requiring him, his heires, executors,
administrators, and assignes, to allow and pay yeerly fifty
pounds for the maintenance of my brother Rebder? Pearson during
his life. Jrem, T give to each of my sisters, which shall be alive

£ Churton's Afeweadr, vol. £ po xovi.
" Burgon's “ 12 good men ™ vol, L p. 277,
¥ Blazon of Episcopacy.


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 561

after my decease twenty pounds, and to my neece Wrew, and my
neece Dove, to cach a ring of ten pound price.  feem, [ give tomy
servant William Fenmning over and above all wages due unte him
at my death fifty pounds, together with all my wearing apparel
of what kinde soever; and to every servant who shall have served
me seven years, one whole yeere's wages, over and above all wages
due to them ; and to all my other scrvants one half yeere's wages.
And lastly, I doc make, constitute and appeint my said loving
brother Theophiius Pearron, and my nephew Kobert Callys, exe-
cutors of this my last will and testament written with mine own
hande. In witness whercof I have sctt my hand and seale this
second day of January in the yeere of our Lotd 1677.

Fohn Cestriensis.  ss. [Signed and sealed] in the presence of the
testator and of us~Rich. Vroe, Noth Raskicrgh, Wili. 1Vilson,
Fokn Hulton"

(Thus far in his own hand ; the codicil in ancther hand )

“ June the 18th, 685,

‘The said John Lord Bishop of Chester, did then declare in the
presence of us whose names are underwritten, that it was his will
and desire that his nephew Fodu Fhane should have an hundred
pounds, and that this his desire should be annexed as a codicil to
his will.

He did also further declare in the presence of the said wit-
nesses, that it was his will and desire that twenty pounds should
he given to the poor of the parish of 5t. Oswald's in the citty of
Chester, and twenty pounds to the poor of the parish of Great
Snoring in Norfolk.  Witnesses. Fodn Aflen, Kobere Callys,
Wiiliam Fennings

Proved before Sir Thomas Exten, knight, LI.1). Surrogate
&c., Sept. 235, 1685, on the oaths of Fleopliiinus Prarson, the
brother, and Rebers Callys, the nephew of the decvased.

Bishop Pearson apprars to have had no children of his own,
Theophilus Pearson, whom Lie made his heir, was his next brother,
There is no record of the baptism of Theophilus at Great Snoring.
He was sometime resident at Downbam-Market, in Norfolk
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where his burial is recorded 5th March, 1696.f Robert Pearson,
the next brother, who is also mentioned in the will, was baptized
at Great Snoring 29th January, 1624-5.2 Of the other relatives
mentioned in the will, one of his nieces was probably the wife of
Dr. Henry Dove, and the other the wife of Charles Wren, son or
grandson of bishop Wren.3 Pearson had four sisters, Joanna,
Margaret, Anne, and Rachel, one of whom was probably the
mother of Robert Callys, and another was the mother of John
Thane, who was promoted by his uncle to a stall in Chester
Cathedral, and afterwards became archdeacon of Chester. His
(Thane’s) father was a physician at Lynne in Norfolk. Arch-
deacon Thane succeeded to most of bishop Pearson’s books and
papers, and became the editor of his posthumous chronological
works. Robert Callys may perhaps have been the same with
Mr. Callis a clergyman, and seemingly one of Pearson’s curates
at Wigan at the time of his death, who is mentioned by bishop
Cartwright, in his Diary, as having come to meet him with the
other curates on his first arrival at Wigan in 1686, and afterwards
as one of his guests at the palace, Chester. Churton informs us
that Robert Callys was Pearson’s official secretary, and resided
at Chester.

Bishop Pearson had also two younger brothers who predeceased
him, viz,, Richard and Martin ; of whom Richard Pearson was
educated at Eton; elected to King's College in 1646, of which
socicty he continued fellow till his death; appointed keeper to
the royal library of Charles II. in 1662; and sometime professor
of civil law at Gresham College. He took his degree of D.C.L.
in 1669, and died at Cambridge, 5th August, 1670. “He was a
most excellent scholar,” says Wood, who was personally
acquainted with him, “a most admired Grecian, and a great
traveller” Wood mentions a report that he died a Roman
Catholic.

Martin Pearson, the other brother, was baptized at Great Snor-
ing, sth July, 1630; he was educated at Eton, and admitted

' Churton's Memoir, pp. xv, xvi. 2 Jbid., p. xvi. V Jbid., p. xvii.
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scholar of King's College, 26th August, 1648. He died of the
small-pox while at college, 8th March, 1650, and was buried
within the college chapel, leaving behind him the reputation of
a youth of good parts and promise.!

It remains to give a list of bishop Pearson’s literary works,
which is taken from archdeacon Churton’s Memoir :

I. A sermon preached before the University of Cambridge at
St. Mary’s, on St. Luke xi. 2. f. A.D. 1643.

2. Christ’s Birth not mistimed. Lond. 1649.

3. Preface to Lord Falkland’s Treatises. Lond. 1651. Per-
haps earlier.

4. Prolegomena. in Hieroclem. Lond. 1655.

5. Papers on Schism Unmasked. Publ. at Paris, 1658.

6. The Patriarchal Funeral. A sermon on the death of George,
Lord Berkeley. Lond. 1658.

7. Preface to Stokes’s Explication of the Minor Prophets.
Lond. 1650

8. Preface to Hale's Remains. Lond. 16509.

9. Exposition of the Apostles’ Creed. First printed Lond.
1659.

10. No Necessity of Reformation of the Public Doctrine of the
Church of England. Lond. 1660.

11. Answer to Dr. Burges. Lond. 1660.

12. Prefatio ad Criticos Sacros. Lond. 1660.

13. Dedicatio et Prafatio ad Diog. Laertium Menagii. Lond.
1664.

14 Prefatio Parcenetica ad Vet. Testamentum. Cantabr.
1663.

15. Oratio ad Exsequias Matthei Wrenn. Episc. Eliensis.
1667. Lansd. #SS.

16. Letter against Promiscuous Ordinations. Lond. 1668.

17. Lectiones de Deo et Attributis. Ab. A.D. 1661. MSS.
Coll. Zn. Nas.

* Churton’s Memo:r, p, xvi.


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

554 History of the Churck and Manoy of Wigan.

In the year 15682, a useful addition to the parish church of
Wigan was made by the acquisition of a vestry. On Ioth of
October of that year Richard Legh of Lyme, Esq., who owned
the chapel adjacent to the northside of the chancel, then des-
ctibed as an ancient chapel in the parish church of Wipan, of
which he was possessed as lord of the mancr of Norley alias
North Legh in the parish of Wigan, gave the same to John Lord
bishop of Chester, rector of Wigan, John Keelinge of Wigan,
gent, and William Blackburne of Blackeley-hurst, in the parish
of Wigan aforesaid, gent., churchwardens, to be used as & vestry.
The indenture witnesscth that the church being then destitute
and in want of a vestry, the said chapel was made over for that
purpese to the said rector and churchwardens and their succes-
sors for ever, in consideration of liberty, license, and authority,
granted by the said rector and churchwardens, with the consent
of the parishioners, to the said Richard Legh, his heirs and
assigns to build, erect, set up and repair one decent and con-
venient gallery or loft in the said parish church, * between the
greate north pillar of the said church and the wall that stands
betweent the Bell free arch and the upper arch of the chapell
belonging to Ince, for him the said Richard Legh, his heircs,
and assignes, to sitt stand and kneele in to hear divine service
and sermons.”t The signature of the bishop is witnessed by
Richard Wroe, John Allen, Theo. Pearson, Robt. Callys, and
John Thane ; and those of fohn Keelinge and William Black-
burne by Richard Wroe, Edward Herle, John Halsted, Edw.
Holt, Rog. Bolton, and Thomas Banks,

It would appear that the Leigh chapel had been for some time
disused, and was gradually falling into decay. There is an ifem
of 10s. charged to the parish in the churchwardens' accounts of
1635-G for “makinge up Sir Pcter Lees’ chansell” ; and in 1660 a
shilling is charged for going twice to Mr. Leigh about his chan-
ccll. These journeys were probably made in order to remon-
strate with him about keeping it in decent repair. There is an

* Ideed enrolled in Lhe Iioecezn Registry, Chester.
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trems of £4 4+ Od. in 1683, after the said chancell was transferred
to the parishioners, paid to John Low, Huph Laithwaite and
others for work done in the vestry, and 3. 24 paid to Thomas
Barton for a lock and key, 8c, for the vestry door.  In this year
there was also a payment of £1 8x 67 made to Richard Ince
for the “Communion Table and altering the pewes;”™ and a sum
of £3 171 to Mathew Taylor for making and finishing the church
wall between Richard Mort's house and Jonathan Bullock’s house,
besides sundry paymoents for stone, and carriage of the same.

In the accounts for the year 1685-6 there is an item of Is
paid to Richard Moct “for a dosen of ale that day wich Mon-
mouth was taken for the ringers™ by order of the Mayor. The
Mayor at that time was R. Bradshaigh?

It is probable that Pearson had used his influcnce to pet his
church at Wigan restored, but did not live to sec it accomplished.
During the last year of his life, and within a few months of his
death, there was a mecting of the parishioners held on zth May,
1686 to consider this matter, which is thus cntered into the vestry
book :

“ The seventh day of May Anno dni. 1686, A pencerall mect-
ing of the gentlemen and inhabitants of the parish of Wigan in the
County of Lancaster touching the ellection of church warden and
fo consider of Loyes for ropaire of the sald parich charch. 1t is
agreed (that whergas Mr. Edward Holt was in Easter weeke last
elected church warden for the said parish and since yt time Mr
Henry Orret was clected in y© stecd of the said Mr. Holt) that
the aaid Mr. Henry Orret shall stand and be church-wirden for
the said parish for this yeare, and that the said sccond glection
shall not hereafter bee drawne inte president. (Signeds James
Feake, curate, R. Bradshaigh, Wm. Buanckes, Hugh Molyneux,
Henry Browne, Ra. Culcheth, Richard Fowe, William Runicars,
Hen. Watkinson."

They do not appear to have procecded to the consideration of

* Sir Roger Bradshaigh, of 1laigh, Lpghied 12 Car, 11, aml creatis] a hasonet 34
Car. 11, 1e digd 31 Mach, 168y,
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have been, of all the Anglican divines, the oné who “had the
largest share of his good graces.” Consequently very soon after
his accession to the throne as James [L Cartwright was nomi-
nated to the sec of Chester in succession to bishop Pearson.  His
appointment was very unpepular; so much so that an ineffectual
attempt was made to prevent his consecration. He was duly
consecrated, however, at Lambeth, on 17th October, 1686, by
Sancroft, archbishap of Canterbury, Crewe, bishop of Durham,
Lloyd, bishop of Morwich, Turncr, bishop of Ely, and Spratt,
bishop of Rochester, together with John Lloyd, bishop of 5t
Davids, and Samuel Parker, bishop of Oxford.

At the consecration the archbishop tripped and fell during the
administration of the Holy Communion, which was held by some
to be an ovil omen2  Cartwright was allowed to hold the rectory
of Wigan and the vicarage of Barking in commendam with his
bishopric,

The King's letter to the archbishzp of Canterbury to that
eftect was dated before his consecration @

* James R.

Our will and pleasure is, that vou grant your Dispensation to the
Right Reverend Father in God Thomas Lord Bishop Elect of Chester
to held the Rectory of Wigain 1 our County of Lancaster and thd
Digcesse of Chester amel the Vicandge of Backing in our County of
Fsscx and the [hocesse of London én commendam together with the
lishuprick of Chester, with all the Rights Prefits and Advantages there.
unto belonging. And for se doing this shall be your Warrant., Given
sl our Court at Windsor the zgth day of September 1686 in the Second
year of Qur Reigne.

By his Maities command
Sundetland.” 2

RBishop Cartwright thus describes his appointment to the

bishopric in the first words of his own Diary4

' L Nove's Fandd ) Rinfeuw Sucrient Angfcanm. " D, Nal. Lisgr.
# Lacal Gleaniags relating w Lancaslive aml Cheshire, vol. 1. p. 264,
4 Y o e, Thoonne l‘_'lrlwri_p:]'ﬂ, Ilihl'lfl'll il Cln_-\.lcr_ cmnmqncing ot the time of
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*¥ Auggust 11. King James the Second, my most gracious master,
called me aside in his bed chamber at Windsor this moming, and pro-
mised me the Bishoprick of Chester, and he published the same in the
Cabinet Council on Sunday the zznd of August; and declared Drn
Samuel Parker at the same time to be Bishop of Oxon, and we kissed
the King's, (Jueen's, and Princess Aone of Denmark's hands that night
at Windsor."

The bishop left London in the following November to take
possession of his bishopric and his benefice of Wigan. On riding
from Ripon, where he previousty repaired in order to take leave
of his friends in that neighbourhood, he passed through Bolton
on the 26th, “wlere," he says, “the vicar, Mr. Lever, and others,
met me and accompanied me over the moors to the Ferry's inn
at the 4 Cards in Hilton, where my son John, and M. Calfis, My,
FPeake, and Mr. Turner, curates of Wigan, met me”  {Nov.] “27.
I came to Wigan before noon, was met 3 miles off by the mayor
and aldermen, and several neighbouring gentlemen ; and on my
entrance into town was saluted with an elegant speech in Latin,
and as well delivered, by My, Shaw the schoolmaster; after which
having visited the parsonage house, to which they accompanied
me, and sealed a mandate to A, Pegke to induct me, [ retumed
to the church, was inducted, and heard morning prayer, aftey
dined with some of my brethren of the clergy, was presenteds
and visited by the mayor and aldermen, Mr Standish, Sir
William Gerard2 and several other gentlemen, then went to
evening prayers in my own chapel, 1 granted, or confirmed
what my predecessor had done under hand and seal, to John
Laithwaite, the sexton’s place of Wigan, guawdin se dene gesseris”
[Nov] "28. I preached at Wigan, and read the prayers and

his elevation to that see, August, 1686, and terminating with the Visitation of 51 Mary
Magdalene Callege, Oxford, October, 1687 § edited by the Rev. Joseph Hunter for
the Camden Society, T843.

T What is to be nnderstood by ' presented ™ will appeat in the notice of what passed
on the 2ml of December, when the Lishop arrivedd at Chester,

7 The fourth baroncl.
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thirty-nine articles, and my son John preached there also in the
afternoonn. Was presented by several of the mayor, aldermen,
&c, and tecorder, who dined with me; and their wives waited
on mine at night” [November] “25. I went from Wigan to-
wards Chester, accompanied by the mayor and aldermen, and
my brethren of the clerpy, and lodged at Frodsham ; from whence
I was conducted, 30 Nov, by the high shernff and governor, and
a great train of the gentry on horseback, and ten coaches, into
the city, the guards drawn up from the gates to the palace,
and was visited by most of the gentlemen and ladies about the
city. December 1. T was sung into the cathedral by the choir
in procession, and enthroned by Mr. Dean,' and sung back into
the palace after prayers. The warden of Manchester and three
other clergymen dined with me and Mr, Brookes; and [ made a
visit to the governor of the Castle, with Sir John Arderne and Mr,
Dean, in the evening. 2. After prayers and sitting in the con-
sistory, Sir Rowland Stanley, his brother Francis, Mr, Egerton,
Sir Philip Egerton, and Mr. Cholmley, and ten other gentlemen,
dined with me ; and after dinner the mayor and zldermen brought
me a prescnt of 8§ sugar loaves, I dozen of canary, 1 doz. of white
wine, and 2 of claret, and were merry with me till 7 at night, and
many ladics visited my wife."2 On the 5th December (being
Sunday), he *had Mr. Callis and his family, Mr. Peake and his
wife to dinner.”  On the next day he wrote to his cousin Peter
Whalley of making his cousin Peter Haddon curate of Wigan at
£40 per an,, and the perquisites of a reader; and discharged Mr.
Peake from attending the cure any longer than till Christmas,
because he is vicar of Bowden? On 13th January, 1686-7, Mr,
Herle came from Wigan and desired the bishop's leave for Mr,
Leigh to build a gallery in Wigan church according to the grant
made by his (Cartwright's} predecessor {bishop Peatrson) to which
he gave his consent.t  On 21st March, 1686-7 he records : “ Mr,
Shaw and Mr. John Sumpner supped with me, and I gave Mr,

* D James Ardemne, iostalled July, 1682 ; dicd 18 Augusl, téot,
" Cantwright's Ly, pp. 14 £5. 1 58, p 16, + Ihid., p o2}
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Sumpner a license to be schoolmaster at Wigan, upon the
feoffees’ presentation.”t

It appears from his Diary that he used much hospitality in his
palace at Chester, and frequently entertained the neighbouring
gentry, whom he also visited in their houses. On 28th April,
1687, he started on his journey to attend parliament in London,
where he remained until after its dissolution in July. He paid
many visits on his way to Londen, and among others to his
Wigan patron ; on March 2gth he writes : “We went to Sir Johs
Bridgeman’s? 1o dinner, where we met his son Lloyd,? and were
very nobly entertained ; from thence we went to Litchfield,
where we met my aunt Haddon,* my cousin Stafford, honest Mr,
Hutchingon, and Mr. Holliland, his son-in-law, and my brother
Knightley's man, with a kind invitation to Charleton. We sup-
ped with the bishop of Litchfield, and lodged at the Star."5 The
next day he went te Charleton, which seems to have been the
residence of his brother Kaightley§

Bishop Cartwright arrived in London just four days after the
publication of the famous “ Declaration for liberty of conscience”
in the Gazette?

Y Cartwright's Digry p. 39,

® Sir John Bridgeman, 2nd baronet, of Castle Bromwich, ncar Birmingham, son of
the Lord Kezper Sir Orlando Bridgeman, and practically the patron of Wigan church.

2 Robert Lloyd, of Aslun, co. Salop, Esq., married Mary eldest danghter of Sir
John Bridgeman, by whom he harl an only son Robert Lloyd, of Aston, Esq., who
died uomsartied I 1734

+ In the coorse of Lhis joumney, chisfly in Northamptonshire, and afterwards in Lon-
don, be speaks of meeting many relatives, whom I am anzble io idenlify. They were
perhape related 10 bim thewph ang of his wives,  His aunt Haddan was probably the
muother of his cousin Peter Haddon, whom he seems to bave made hiz curate at Wigan
a few months befors,  She may have been the same with Kathering Haddan {Iate wife
of Richard Haddorn), who was bured in Sutton charch, oo, Northampton, in 1608
(Baker's Mothamptansiive),

5 Diary, p. 4l.

& 1 Brother Knightley ™ was probably the Rev, Richard Knightley, rector of Char-
wellon - Charleton, co. Northampton, from 1683 to LG9S, who was zlso rector of
Byfield and prebendary of Ducham (Baker's Novidamptonshire, vol. 1. p. 299).

! Dy, Nadl. Biogr.
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The entries in his Digry at this time shew that he was con-
stantly in communication with the Roman Catholic bishop Lam.
bournc and fathers Ellis and Petre, and there is but little doubt
that he was involved in the plot for establishing the Roman
Supremacy. He strongly upheld King James's policy through-
out, and used his utmust endeavours to obtain addresses thanking
the King for the promiscs contained in the declaration of pro-
tecting the Chureh of England.  His letter to the mayor of
Wigan in this behalf is prescrved in the British Museum.r It
runs as follows:

“ Mr. Mayor, May 31, 1687, London. |

I, Ainding that the King expects addresses from the several Corpoma-
tions in the Kingidom, as well as from the clergy, and that he graciously
aceepts them, thought mysell obliged 1o give you netice of it ; and have
aceordingly sent you a form, which you may either subscribe or alter
mare to your own minds ; not doubting but that you and the rest of your
brethren, who have formerly been so eminent for your loyalty, wili readily
embrace this occasion of expressing your duty 1o God and the King, by
which you will shew yourselves true sons of the Church of England, and
cblige

Your affectionate lriend to serve you,
Tuo. CesTriENsis."

The town of Wigan responded to his invitation, and on 15th
June he records in his £asy that he received the Wigan address,?
which he carricd to Windsor, and delivercd te the King on the
18th.  “His Majesty veceived it wery graciously, and gave great
commendations of the constant loyalty of the Church of England,
and renewed his promises of protecting it."3

Bishop Cartwright returned to his dincese in July 1687, having
left London on the 17th.  He tells us that he again dined with
Sir John Bridgeman on his return journey On the 26th July:
“ 1 went from Coventry to Castle Bromage, where T was kindly
entertained by Sir John Bridgman, and went from thence to the
Four Crasses, a dear inn"4 On the 3th of August he says: ]

AL NS, At 37 410y Moy, p. B 1 fhnl + Siary, p. 68,
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went from Chester to Wigan ; dined with Mr. Shaw at Warring-
ton, carried Mr. Massey along with me, and supped at Wigan.”
Next day “the Lord Molineux sent me a fat buck to Wigan ; 1
dined there with Mr. Mavor and the Recocder: went o the
thurch to prayers. ARer dinner called at Mr, Stanley's, and
went to the Anchor at Preston”t  He breakfasted at Wigan on
his way back to Chester on the 8th, and this was probably the
last time he ever came to Wigan. King James II. paid the
bishop a visit at Chester on the 27th of August, and remained
there till the 3oth. The bishop says: I met him at the palace
gates, attended by the dean and prebends, and about forty more
of the clergy, and afterwards introduced them to kiss his hand,
Mr. D#an making an excellent speech to him, Then his Majesty
went and viewed the choir; after that the castle, to which he
walked on foot, and thet returned to supper, and I waited at his
cushion kil I saw him in bed"2  On the 28th he says; 1 was
it his Majesty's levee ; rom whence, at nine o'clock 1 attended
him to the choir, where he healed 350 persons™ On the day of
his departure he again healed 450 people in the choir of the
Carhedral,  Among these there appear to have been some
Wiganers, for in the churchwardens' account book there was
until lately the following entry: “1687. August 28. An account
of certificates given to persons within this town and parish of
Wigan to be touched for the King's Evil by King James the
second att Chester city."—Here followed the names of twenty-one
persons,—men, women, and children 3

The Wigan churchwardens' account book shews a payment for

' Diary, p.o o.M Robert forde appears to have been the Mayor of Wigan at Lhis
time.

S, poT4

¥ History of Wigan, by David Sinclair, vol. ii. p. 186 ; printed at Wigan in 1383,
Mr, Sipelair by mistake quotes from the parish register. e wells me, however, that
the hogk ltem which he copied the entry was the churchwardens’ account book.,  1tis
pot ow 1o he found i either sepister oo churchwanlens' bonk, but there appairs o have
been a leal cxtracted from the latier ab this date, and we fear it most have been stolen
by snme evil-disposed person while searching the honks al the vestry.
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ringing the bells on the King's hirthday (15th QOctober} this year
by order of the mayor.t In that month “Cartwright’s services
were called into active employment in support of the King's
policy. James, by an illegal act of his supremacy, had estab-
lished the court of high commission for ecclesiastical causes,
which had been specially forbidden by two acts of parliament
Sancroft had been named a commissioner, but had refused to
act, and on 17 October, 1687, Cartwright was put in his place.
The famous guarrel between the King and Magdalen College,
Oxford (the fellows of which had refused to elect as president
the King’s nomince, but had elected one of their cwn body, Dr.
Houph), was then in full progress.  Cartwright, together with C.
J. Wright and Baron Jenner, was sent on a special commission to
Oxiord, to bring the tellowsto order.  The commissioners reached
Oxflord on 20th October, and next day Cartwright summoned the
fellows before him and made them a set speech, telling them that
they had sinned against their own souls by their disobedience to
50 beneficent a monarch, and bidding them at once submit to his
will. Dr. Hough was then called and told that his election was
vaid, and ordered to quit his ledgings. He appealed formally to
the courts of law. Parkeys, bishop of Oxford, the King’s nomicee,

# In Drcember of that year there wis o payment shewT in the churchwardens' accoanta
of Ba', ** for a booke to be ral concerning the Queen,” which was probably 1 preyer
for the bidth of a sof Lo succeed 1o the throne,  Subsequently there was a payment of
s *for cingeing on thanksgiving day for the Quecne,” which was prabubly the resalt
of a proclamation that the Cucen was seesinre.  Pringe James Feancis Edward was
Bart toth Jone, 1688, and in that month the churchwardens charge the parish 8, “for
a Prayer booke for mpporad F: of Wales.” The wording of this Tast entry clearly
refers 1o 4 calumnions repart circulated ot the time, that the Kiog had imposed on the
wotll a soppasititions child for the sake of depriving his daughrer, the Princess of
Orange, of the right of suceession,  This entry scems to imply that the parishioners of
Wigan were not in aceord with the wiews ol their rector, Thisis alsa shewn by ag sntry
of 105, “to the rdogers that day newse came the bishops were [reed; ™ that & the seven
bishops who had been imprisoned by the King for protesting ngainst the publicalicg
of the Dleclaration of Indulgence, which Lhey considered to be illegal. They were
acquitted by the jury who tried them on gth [ene, amid the ceclamotions of the
people,
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was then installed by proxy, and the fellows were ordered to ac-
cept him. As almost the whole of them refused to do this, the
commissioners were obliged to visit Oxford a second time (15th
November). Cartwright again made a speech asserting that the
King was Supreme Ordinary, and that his power over-rode all
laws and statutes. The fellows, however, were still contumacious,
and all, with the exception of three, were expelled. On 1oth of
December, they were pronounced by the commissioners sitting at
Whitehall to be incapable of all preferment.

Cartwright was probably one of those who advised King James
to order the clergy to read the declaration for liberty of conscience
in their churches, an order which led to such momentous con-
sequences. When the order was published and the bishops were
consulting as to their line of action, we find from Lord Clarendon’s
Diary that they suspected Cartwright, and would not speak before
him. He was so ignorant of their intentions that he appears to have
told King James, when the bishops came with their remonstrance,
that they only wished to protest against having duties thrown
upon them which properly belonged to their chancellors. In
consequence of this they were readily received by the King.
When the clergy generally refused to read the declaration, the
bishop of Chester by vigorous exertions obtained an address from
about thirty clergy in his diocese censuring the conduct of the
seven bishops, and expressing their loyal acquiescence in the
King’s policy. Cartwright and the ecclesiastical commissioners
also made an attempt to censure the clergy who had refused to
obey, and (13 July, 1688) made an order calling for returns of
those who had read, and those who had refused to read, the dec-
laration. No returns being forthcoming they repeated their order
(16 August), but the storm of popular indignation soon swept
them away, one of the King’s first acts of concession being to
abolish the illegal court. Cartwright was present when the King
summoned the bishops to dcclare that they had not visited the
Prince of Orange.

After the flight of the King, the unpopularity of the bishop of
Chester was so great that he did not dare to remain in England.

4 E
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Some time in December, 1688, he followed his master to 5t Ger-
mains, where he was allowed to read the English liturgy to the
few protestants who had rallied round the deposed monarch,
On the death of Seth Ward, bishop of Salisbury, James nomi-
nated Cartwright to this see, a promotion which, it need not be
said, never took effect  Cartwripht accompanied James to
Ireland, landing there 12 March, 1689, On Palm Sunday, 24
March, he went te Dublin with James, and on Easter day was
present at the services in Christ church cathedral. Soon after
his arrival in Dublin, Cartwright was attacked by dysentery,
of which he died on s5th April, 168g. The greatest efforts
were made on his death bed to convert him to the Romish
faith, but without success. Though such a strong supporter of
the Romanists, he seems to have never been shaken in his own
views."T On the day after his death, " his body was carricd carly
in the morning from the house where he died to that of the bishop
of Meath, which was near, where several rooms were hung with
black ; and that whers the body lay was furnished with many
lights in sconces, and eight large tapers on stands about the
body, which was covered with a fair velvet pall. In the after-
noor all the nobility, clergy, judges and gentry, of both religions,
that were in the town, among whom were the Earl of Powis and
the lord chancellor, came thither: and about six in the evening
his body was carried in a velvet herse drawn by six horses
cloathed in black, and attended by the king-at-arms, the afore-
szid company in near 30 coaches, and a multitude of common
people, to Christ Church in Dublin, where the sub-dean and choir
met the body at the church door and sung it into the choir, which
was very much crowded, The service was solemnly performed
with scveral anthems, and the body afterwards interr'd in the
north-cast cad of the choir, by the hishop of Meath in his epis-
copal habit."2

The costs incurred at the church for the funeral of bishop Cart-
wright wure paid by King James I1.  The following is a copy of

b Fhwcfivnary of Nodivmid Fograpky, VWood's oA themar,
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the bill, which is taken from the original, bound up amongst

bishop Doepping’s correspondence, in two volumes, in the public

library at Armagh, and sent to me by the Rev, W. Reynell
*“fluneral charges at the church for the interm! of the late

Bisshap of Chester.
To the Deanc for the Pall

For breaking the ground { to the Deane

to the (Economy

ffor attendance to the 12 vicars 105 cach 06, oo. 0O
to the deanes Vicar for ruldlng Prayers
& burying ... - .. Ol. DD ©O
to the boys for attendance |, 00 [0 00
1o the Organist ... oo lo. OO
to the Master of the Song ... 0c. 10 ©O
to the Organ blower .., e R0 0z Of
o, 12z 6
To the Vl:rger & sexton 1. o2 6
for ringing the bells & making the grnw: 0 o
. 122 &

Tot. 10. §
Bem. that Duke Powis pd for the Coffin & procured Sir Richard
Carney's discharge for 10 pound.
i 4 g P A MM

Bishop Cartwright was three times married, but there is some
confusion about the names of his wives. According te the funeral
certificate at Dublin,2 which was certified by * Edward West of
Dublin near Relacon of the defunct,” his first wife was @ Elizab
da* of Robert White, Esq., of Barton in com. Essex, by whome

' Thene imitials saned for Anthony Midensiv, i, Anthony 1opping, Lshop of Meath.
Sir Richard Carpey was Ulsler king-u-arms Prske "owis was Willao Heaterl, 3l
Baroa Powis, of Powis Uasth, civatvd Ly _ldlm‘.'- 1L Earl aned Manjuin of 'omi.. He
stinche] himwedl to the Gortupes of b poyal master Jamess T, by whom: he was furber
sdvancedl (o the dukedom of Powis, but this titke was neves reciogrnaed m El-gl:wl_

* Fypetal Catibaates, U U, Dbl Castle, vol b o 195


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

576  Hislory of the Churck and Manor of Wigan.

he had issue {amongst others) John Cartwright {eidest) son who
mard , . , daf of y* Lord Leicester.) The s? L4 Bp had to his
2nd wife . . . da¥ of . . . by whome he had left issue. He took
to his 3rd wife Sarah daf of . . . by whome he had noe issue.”
But that this certificate was inaccurate would appear from & letter
to Sir Bernard Burke, written from the Herald's College, London,
r3th June, 1863, and signed Geo. Harrison, Windsor Herald, in
which it is stated that bishep Cartwright's first wife was named
Mary, by whom he had issue two sons and two daughters, and
that she was buried at Barking, 3td December, 1661. His 2nd
wife was Sarah, daughter of Heary Wight, of Barking, in Essex,
to whom he was married there, 27th May, 1662, and by whom he
had five sons and three davghters. His 3rd wife was Frances,
sister of Thomas Bamard, whom he married in 16843

There is a copy of bishop Cartwright's seal appended to his
funeral certificate, It bears for the see of Chester, gwiles 3 miires
o#, and for Cartwright, ermine a fesre between 3 canon balls sable
Jirved proper. These are the bearings of Cartwright of Aynho, in
Northamptonshire, but the bishop’s relationship to the Cart-
wrights of Aynho is obscure. The legend on the seat runs thus:
Sigittum Thome Cartwright Episcopi Cestriensis, 1686, His will,
which was dated 1st September, 1688, was proved 12th June,
1689. In his Diary, bishop Cartwright mentions besides his
eldest son John, five other sons, Richard, Gervas, Charles,
Thomas, Henry, and two daughters, Alicia and Sarah. He also
mentions his father [in law] Wright, his brothers [in law] Knight-
ley, Milner,3 Pemberton, Stow, and Barnard, his sister Bamard,

' This was prabably Anne, danghier of Rober! Sydney, 4th Earl af Leloester, 1B,
(see Farage of England, or an Historical ond Semenlagpical Accomml of the Prowmi
Nobility ; printed by G. F. [or Adf Koper and Arihur Uoliims, ot the Bleck-boy in
Fleet sireet, 1700, in which the said Anne, ooe of the eight daughiers of the wid Earl
of Leicester, is said (o have married Cars, & divine).

* Ex, iy, Rev. W, Repnell.  This letler has been inserted in the volune of
Funeral Certificates in Ulster's office, Dnblin Castle, vol. niv, p. 285, by Sir Beonad
Burke, by whese permission it was copied by Me. Reyncll in 188a,

¥ Dy, Milner, vicar of Leuls,
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his Aunt Haddon, and his cousins Peter Whalley, Haddon, 5t
Ives, Gardiner, Fletcher, Backwell, Mason, Welsh and Wiseman.

Bishop Burnet sums up the character of bishop Cantwright in
these words : “ He was a man of good capacity, and had made
some progress in learning.  He was ambitious and servile, eruel
and baisterous: znd by the great liberties he allowed himself, he
fell wnder much scandal of the worst sort.  He had set himself
long to raise the King's authority above law ; which, he said, was
only a method of government te which Kings might submit as
they pleased ; but their authority was (rom God, absolute and
auperior to law, which they might exert, as oft as they found it
necessary for the ends of government. So he was looked on s
2 man that would more effcctually advance the design of popery
than il he should turn over to it.  And indecd, bad as he was, he
never made that step, even in the most deaperate state of his
affairs™)

There is an original portrait of bishop Cartwright, painted by
G. Soest, which is now (1889} in the possession of the Rev. F. Q.
White, of 43, Arundel Square, Barnsbury. It has been epgraved
by ). Becket. There is ancther portrait of him at Quecn's
College, Oxford.

The works of bishop Cartwright now extant, as given by
Anthony 4 Wood, are sevcral sermons, as {1) God's arreigriment
of Adam, on Gen bii. 9. Lond. 1650, ato. {2) Sermon before the
King at Whilchall, on Jude 22, 23 Leond. 1676, 4to. [Bodl
dto D. 47 Th.] {3} Sermon in the Catlwdral church of St Feter
in York, before the judges of Assize, on Judges xvii. 16 Lond,
1677, 4to.  {4) Sermpy preached av Hofyrood House, 30 Jan,, 1681,
defore her Righness the Lady Anne, on Acts vii. 60, Edinb, &
Lond, 1682, 4to. The author was then with James, Duke of
York, who, with his consort and the Lady Anne his daughter,
were retired to that place ypon the command of his majesty to
put a stop to the fury of the faction then driving on their designs

' Broet's Sikory of & Owm Temee, volo & pp. Ous5, 696, el of 1724,
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upon the prosecution of the popish plot. (5} Sermon preacked fo
the pentlemen of Yorkshire at Bow Chnrck. Lond., 24 June, 1684,
on Prov. xxiv. 21, 22, Lond. 1684 4to. {6) Sermon preachad
rpon the anniversary solowmily of the fLapgy inauguration of K.
Fames JI. in the Coliggiar church of Rigpon, 6 Feb, 1685, on
I Kings viii. 66. Lond. 1686, 4to. [Bodl. C. 17. 6. Luic] There
is also extant {7) asermen on 2 Chron, vil, g, 10, and (8) a spank
under his name spabens to the Society of Magdalen Collzge, 16 Now.,
1687. In addition to these there are given in the Biblio. Brit,
a sermion o Ve Danger of Riches, from Matt. xix. 24. 1662,
qto; and an awswer lo a Minister of the Church of England, #o a
seasonable and fnportant Question aboul Religion, & Lond,
168y, fol, anon., but ascribed to him,

I have also in my possession in M5, " A germon preacht before
his Maiesty by Tho. Cartwright, D.I}, one of his Maiestiea Chap-
lains in Ordinary " on 1 Cor. xvi. 14, and dedicated “To the
Right Honourable and truly Noble Richard Lord Vaughan, Earl
of Carbery Lord President of Wales and one of his Maicsty's
most Honcurable Privy Counsell” This M5, was bought at the
sale of the late Mr, J. E. Bailey's books at Manchester, in 1889,
It was probably preached in 1685 or 1586.

The church of Wigan was practically void from December,
1688, when Cartwright left the country, till September, 163g,
during which time the parish was ieft in charge of Peter Haddom,
the curate, whose name occurs in the vestry book {or church-
wardens’ account book) until April, 1691, towards the close
of which year he was instituted to the vicarage of Bolton-le-
Moors.

NICoOLAS STRATFORD, who succeeded Cartwright as bishop
of Chester and rector of Wigan in 1689, was borm at Hemel-
Hempsted, in Hertfordshire, and baptized there 8th September,
£633.  Accerding te Anthony 3 Wood he was the son aof
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Nicholas Stratford, draper,” and Annc his wile. He was admitted
acholar of Trinity College, Oxford, 17th June, 1650,2 took his
B.A, degree 25th Jammary, 1653, his M.A, degree in 1656, and
was elected fellow of his college in the same year.d Having taken
holy orders, he became, according to 3 Wood, "a noted preacher.”
He altcrwards married a relative of Dr. John Dolben, who became
bishop of Rochester in 1606, and by his interest was made warden
of Manchester Collepe in the following year.  According ta the
Register of the Collegiate Church, "on the 20 Aupg, 1667,
Nicholaz Stratford, B.D., was instituted Warden of Christ Church
College, Manchester, and at the same time did take the oath
according to the statutes”* He had become B.D. on 2gth
November, 1664, 5

On the 14th of December, shortly after he was made warden,
he exchanged the warden's house with Mr. Birch, one of the
fellows, in order that he mizht reside near to the Collepiate
Church. 6

In the year 1667, owing to a varicty ol opiniens prevailing on
the subject, he and his chapter decided that the warden had
power to grant the use of the pulpit to any clergyman, and in the
warden's abscnce the peemission of the senior fellow in residence
was to be first obtained.

On the roth of Fcbruary, 1667-8, he undertook, almost as a
voluntary act, to provide "man, horse, and arms,” for the king's
scrvice, and induced the chapter to allow £10 a year for the same
purpose. At the same time he advecated., with remarkable
maoderation, a point of church order which had not been observed
during the late rebellion, but which ke succeeded in restoring.

* Wood's Athkrme.  According to Le Neve the bishop's father was o shoemaker.
| Meworamda im Heraldry, vee Herald amd Goweadogast, wol. il po 264) ¢ probably the
o Lhwlck were united 1 him.

" fmlfﬂfdnr‘ﬂ’rﬁ auad TFardens of the Cillrmrte Churcd af thurt Trion, hy the
lase Rev. F. B Haines, vol. i . L3 {Chethan: Soc, MNew Senies, sol. i)

b finad, + fhd, LI T b/ T
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At the Holy Eucharist the elements had been administered to
the communicants in the choir, but not kneeling before the altar,
and he induced the chapter to relax the old order, and the
parishioners to assent to the new, that "ali communicants for the
future should come up to the Rails to receive the Holy Sacra-
ment."

In the time of warden Herrick, the surplice had been disused
in the church, but warden Stratford and the chapter ordered {29
April, 1668) that the chaplains for the future should perform *all
services at churchings, christenings, weddings and burials, in
their srplicer”  Agatn, the antiphonal mode of singing, and the
cld chanting so long disused in the cheir, was carefully restored
by him, and he did much to improve the music of the church.!

He was zlso instrumental in promoting the observance of the
three political occasional services in the Prayer Book {which have
latcly been withdrawn by the authority of parliament in 13438},
and it was ordercd by the chapter, at his instigation, that the
joth January, Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, the 2gth May, and
the 5th November should be yearly supplied with preaching in the
Collcgiate Churelt; if the warden preached, he was to receive 208
for each sermon, if any of the fellows, he was to receive 155, and
if one of the chaplains, 10,2

In the year 1668 the several incumbents of the parish of Man-
chester were summoned by him, ia a friendly spirit, to appear in
the Chapter House, and although it seems rather an episcopal
than a decanal act, he requircd and enjoined them to attend
strictly to their cures, to take due care of their register books, to
render an account of their fees, and to pay due and becoming
submission to their mother church of Manchester; also to attend
to the rubries of the Prayer Book, which had been greatly

¥ Wardens of Manchester, vol, i, pp. 141, 142 (from Coll, Reg.),

v Woardenr of Manchester, vol. il ppe 143, 144, It wosld seem s iF this order was
Rt atrictly olseeved, as reganled preaching, or had Bllen inta dicess after Smatford’s
resignanion, e on 2Bh Octeber, 1675 the rame order was renewed and the sermons
tequiced Lo be preached, especially that on the Sth of November
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violated and disregarded. He felt the importance of the resi-
dence of the clergy on their benefices, and not only resided
himself, but on the 2oth of May, 1668, as also on the tgth of
September, 1677, he made arrangements to *increase the
petrimony " and ® enforce the residence” of the fellows “ by pro-
viding houses for them.”

As “Nich Stratford, clevic. Guardian, Ecel'iw Colleg. Mancun”
he personally answered the call at the bishop's visitation on the
2est of March, 1669, =

As Nicholas Stratford, clerk, 5. T.B., he was admitted to the
prebend of Leicester St. Margaret in Lincoln Cathedral, to which
he was collated on 26th March, and instituted on 7th April,
1670, and in 1671 he became sinecure rector of Llansantffraid-
yo-Mechain. 4

Whilst at Manchester, he was exceedingly popular with the
chapter of the coliege, and there are several instances recorded
of the liberality and good feeling of the fellows towards him, He
was always considerate towards the chaplains, whose incomes
were small, and several times improved and augmented their
stipends withont any obligation to do so.8

He was a good administrator of the college, of business views
and practical habits, and always endeavoured te improve the
constitution of the chapter and promote its usefulness, With
neighbours he availed himself of his means to benefit his parish-
ioners, and his own charities appear to have been large, as it is
recorded by one of his contemporaries that * he was very laborious,
and extraordinarily charitable, affable and humble in his place,
and generally beloved.”® [t is also said that “his compassionate

' Fardens of Mameheeter, vol, & p. 142,

3 7., from Bishop's Visitation Call, (M, in cur. Ep. Klor.}

3 Wood's Aekeree ;. and Le Neve's Sn (in Duffus Hardy's edition of which he is
erroneously styled 5.T.F., having not then taken his doctor’s degree.)

* fristory of S0 Awph, by Rev, D, R, Thomas, p 247.

5 Wardens of Mancheoter, vol. i, pp. 141, 142

U S P14l (from Assheten's M5,
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heart and liberal hand led others to practice the duty of alms-
piving: and several substantial memorials of his bepevolent
exhortations still remain as a blessing to the indigent” of the
patish of Manchester.!

Int his time party spirit ran high in Manchester, which made his
dignity there very irksome to him.  The violence of the presby-
terians and their opposition to the church was unbounded, and the
mild and tolcrant warden at length found it conducive to his peace
to resign his wardenship. During his time zlso a dispute arose
between the collegiate chapter and the Traflord family, respecting
the tithes of Stretford, which were withheld from the college in
an unwarrantable manocr, and the warden firmly and judiciously
resisted the encroachment.  An appeal to a jury of the county
determined the dispute in favour of the college. 2

O gth July, 1673, Stratford took his degree at Oxford as
Doctor of Divinity, being a compounder ;2 and in the same year
he was made chaplain in erdinary to the King, 4 having formerly
been chaplain to bishop Pearson, ¥ whom he cventually succeeded
at Chester.

In the following year, on the promotion of Dr. Humphrey
Lloyd tc the bishopric of Bangor, Dr. Nicholas Stratford was
made dcan of St. Asaph, on 11th May, 1674.6

In 1683 he was appointed to the vicarage of St. Mary, Alder-
manbury, London, on the nomination of the parishioners, by
whom he appears to have been highly esteemed.?

It was in the following year, 1684, that he resigned his charge
of Manchester College, 9

Dr. Stratford “shewed remarkable forbearance towards those

Y OEFRedens of dunrchister, vol, il . 1400

* i

* R, e 039 (from Oxlord Grad. ).

Bty of S Arapd, o243

* Churtow’s Mewtodr of Fraraen, . xev,

U L Neve's S

P Wardests of Manchestor, vol. i pp. 139, 140,

P Ui s Fidery of Whe Colloge and Coflgmaute Chuvch, Manchester, wol, il P13,
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who resisted the doctrines and discipline of the English church,
although himself a firm supporter of both; but as Keble says: “the
suppased tone of his theology may be conjectured by the fact that
his name appears among the Prelates selected (in 168g) to revise
the liturgy with a view to the comprchension of presbyterians.!
His object was conciliation and comprehension.”2 |t is recorded
of him that he never admonished or reproved others but in the
spitit of meckness and conciliation ; and the gentle and truly
Christian tone which runs through his Dissuasive agasinst Revengr,
addressed to the conflicting religious partics in Manchester, an
his leaving the parish, bears testimony to the truth of this state-
ment. He maintained his theory, however, of the * Divine rijght
of Kings against the view of the disscnters, many of whom were
at that time hostile to the reigning sovereign, and at the same
time he advocated an exact adherence on the parct of churchmen
to the rubrical directions.” 3

Dr. Stratford became bishop of Chester and rector of Wigan
in 1689, being included, as Cartwright's successor, in King
William's first nomination of bishops, from which it is clear that he
was opposed to the chicl claim of the Stuarts, and he 50 con-
tinued. 4

He was consccrated at Fulham on the 15th Scptember of
that year, ¥ and being presented to the rectory of Wipan by
Sir Orlando Bridgeman's trustees, he was allowed to hold it s
commendam, as his predecessors had done

It would appear from the following letter, which Stratford
addressed to the archbishop of York 6 about a year after his con-
secration, that the preceding bishops of Chester had held nn
visitations in their diocese for the last thirteen years, that is, since
bishop Vearson's second visitation in 1677

Y Life of Riskop Witan, pio b 41

4 Mardems of Marcdoster, vol W, B 1440
* Fiad, LIF.LU N TR FTY

1

Repieivem Sacewm Josioamen

* Archbiabip Thimas Jamglogh, whee Qb at Bisheoge Ueeaepe, g0 San, afey), ot o
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“ May it please yr Grace,

I thankfully acknowledge y* condescention in returning an answer
to my last letter. I humbly crave leave to trouble y¢ grace but this ence
more. Whether y Grace intends 2 metropolitical visitation this year, I
know not; I fear you are not in s¢ good state of health (wch I heastily pray
for) as ta visitin ¥° own person, my humble request therefore to your Grace
is, y* you will be pleas'd to give me leave to visit this year, That I may
ni seem impertinent in this Request, I humbly offer to y* Grace’s
consideration, y* for thirteen years last past {as my Chancellor tells me),
no visitation has been made by any bishop of this diocese ; that by reason
of this long neglect many things are scandalously amisse, and very much
need correction; ¥ I have endeavour’d to gett y= best information 1 can
of what {3 amisse, and if y* Grace permitt me to visit I shall by God's
assistance endeavour to y* utmost of my power to reform and correct all
disorders,

I hope y* Grace's Otficers will have oo just reason to complain, because
their fees will only be deferrd till ¥* next year, wch they can't think
hard if they consider, how much money they have had in six months
space out of this Dhocese (as appears by y* Paper enclos'd, subscrib'd
by my Chancellor}. However I shall humbly acquiesce in ¥ Grace's
judgement and pleasure, and if you judge it not fitt to give me thiy
liberty it will be a satisfaction to my own mind yt I have discharg'd
my duty in requesting it

I formerly signified to y* Grace, y* ¥* Mandate for y* election of Proc-
tors for ¥© Convocation came too late t0 my hands (I being then attendiog
upon y* Patliament) yt T could not send a Commission to Richmond
before y© time appaointed for y* Election was pass'd ; if therefore y° Grace
will be pleased to issue forth another mandate for y* choice of 2 Person
to serve for y= Archdeaconry of Richmond I will take care to ee it
executed in due time. I earnestly heg ¥ Grace’s blessing,

I am sincerely,
¥ Grace's bumble and obedient servt.
Chester, Jan. 14, 16505. N. CesTRIENS"®

The spirit of the Wiganers in bishop Stratford’s time was
entirely with William and Mary, and we find frequent signs of

' Sinclair's Hist, Wipew, vol. i pp. 105, 166


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 583

rejoicing among them over William's successes  In 1690 there
were payments to the bell-ringers for ringing when news came
of the King's sale arrival in Ircland, and when the news arrived
of the taking of Dublin. In the following year, 169t-2, there
were similar payments “when Ircland was reduced,” " when
news came that Limbrike [Limerick] was surrendered,” “for
ringing on the thanksgiving day for K William's returne,” and
again, " for rejoicing for King William's victory.” In 1692 there
was an cntry in the churchwardens” book of 115 paid "at the
rejoysing for the victory at say to the King.” This last will have
been the naval victory over the French at the battle of La Hogue
in May of that year, These were pood days for the bell-ringers,

Mr. Sinclair tells us that about this time there was a gallery
erected in the church, for which a licence was obtained from
bishop Stratford, on the petition of the Mayor, Recorder, Curate,
and Churchwardens, and thar the work was done by on¢ Adam
Cooper, architect, in 162,97  This was aot the first gallery which
had been placed in the church, for there had been one pot up in
1680 in bishop Pearson's time, of which mention will be made
hercafter.

The churchwardens' account books make no mention of bishop
Stratford. His curates, when he first became rector of Wigan,
were eter [Haddon {curate to the late rector), whose name does
not occur in the books later than 13th April, 1891 after which
Richard White appears as corate on 2gth March, 1692, and 18th
April, 1693. John Jackson's 2 name first occurs as curate, 25th
November, 1603, and that of Zachary Taylor3 in September,
1604.

¥ Sinelair's At IWigom, vol ii, p, 168

2 Jobey Tatheol was for sme years realer 210 Wigan.

* Zachariah of Zachary Taylor, who seofms 1o have entered opun the conacy in
on abott 1604, was the son of the Fev. Zacharah Tasior, wha twgame seetor of
Cappenbkall, in Cheshirg, slweml 1649, and of Gaorton, in L ancachiee, w1650, and
wha, doring the usurpatkn, became fur 2 <hort lime Heald Masior of the Free
Gramonar Scheed al Baltonsle-Muoars in 0653, He was allerwanks Master of Kirkham,
Taehariah Tl]lut,, the youoyrer, was Ieru at Bolton, 200h Apn), 53 (st article on
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In the year 16¢4 a sum of £1 19 64, was expended by the
parishioners on a surplice for Billinge chapel, and gs, for two new
fiagons and two cups for the communicants at Billinge,

11 ) ancashire Levite,” by My, Tames C. Scholes, in the Softoe Waekly Fournal of Dec-
ember 5, 1858).  He became vicar of Ormskirk gth March, 169, on the presentation
of the Earl of Derby, but resigned it in 0693 (his soccessor being instituted 13th Apeil
of that year); and, having become curate to hishop Stratford ot Wigan, nbout 1504, e
was presented 10th December, 1695, by King Williom IIL., to the rectory of Croston,
on *'the recommenidation of certain commissioners appointed by the King ta dispots
of ecclesiastical promotion in his absence from England,™ [ Metithe Cenfricndr, wol, IL
p- 354.} Jle probably gwed his preferment to the supgestion of bishop Stratferd.
Notwithstanding his acceplance of this benefice, howewey, Mr. Zachary Taylar re-
moingd at Wigon a5 cueme.  He was cl:o one of the King's preschers for the
counly of Lancaster in 1697, Fe married Barbam, daughter of Siy Edward Stanley,
of Bickerstaffe, Bart. {Awitis Crmtriensds, wol il p. 419).  Canon Raines is in
error in saying that he dicd in 1703 (Naf, Cestr, wol, il pn 3750, He vacatead the
eectory of Croston, indesd, in December, 1703, but according 1o Baines thic wes foe
simony; his successor, William Pilkington, was instivsted 28th December, 1yoy.
But Mr. Taylee was still living, as appears by his own signaiore to o coceipt
for o quarter's stipend as corale at Wigan, en Sth July, 1P, which ocowrs in
the account book of bishop Stratford’s steward. Mr. Zachary Taylor bad severnl
children borm whilst he was at Wigan. * Barbara, daoghter of Zacarie Taylor, cumte,®
was baptized there, joth September, 1694 ; “ Edward, son of Zacaris Taylor," 1th
July, 1656 ; " Abigall, daughler of Rev, Zac. Tarlor, curat, de Wigen,” Janusry 3
1667-8 1 * Orlandoe, son of Mr. Zac'ty Taflor, cumate,” tath Aogust, 1639 (he wat
buried at Wigan, 1s1 of Oetober following] ; * Zac'ry, son of Zac'ry Tuylor, minister of
God's Word, " was baptized r3th December, 1708 ; and “Dorothy, daughter of y*
Rew. Zm:'ry Taylor ot the p.tl.rwnngc," 23] Fehruary, 1702-3

Mr. Zacharic Taylor was 1 man of some mark, and several of his works are sifll
exiant There is a sermon by him, enlitded * FAs Deatk of thr Rightoons, o thr Dir
crismipgting Circemetancer that favewr Ife Depoviure of @ Pionr Soul; delivered at
Wigan, 18th Apeil, 1605, at the cbesquies of the Honourable and verinons Lady
Elizabeth, the Relict of Sir Roger Bradshaigh, of Halgh, Knight and Baronet, By
Zoach, Tayler, A, M., and curate there of the Right Keverend Nicholus, Lord Bishop
Chester.  In the Savoy @ printed by E. Jooes, for Sam, Lowndes, over wguloat Exeter-
Change in the Strand.  1695."  Smiaif guarte. There is a copy of thiy rare sermoa in
the Chetham Libmey, Manchester. In the folivwing year he prined a remarkable
Tracl, cntitled ' The Devid terw’sd Casuist; or 1he Choots of Kome Laid Open, in tie
Exerciron of @ Despaiving Devil, ai 142 Aevize of Themas Peenington, in Orrd, is tha
Farick of IWigan, and Counly of Lancaster, By Zachary Taylor, M. A., Chaplain 16
the Right Reverend Fathor in God, Nicholas Lord Bishop of Chester and Rector of
Wigan, Spociaium admissi,  Kigume toicalfs,  London: Poated Jor E. Whitkock,
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In the year 1694 the fourth bell was taken down from the
stecple and carricd to the house of Mr. William Scott to be re-cast.
Mr. Scott was paid £ zo for casting it and L1 75 for additional
metal amounting to eleven score and seven pounds. [t was
taken up in Junc of the following year, 1608,

Bishop Stratford occasionally resided in Wigan, where he

Bear Statheer's Hall, MDOXCVL™ Swealf gaarfe.  There s a copy of this rare work
io the Bodlban Library, and ancther in possedsivn of J. P Karwaker, Ex)., the
bistuorian of East Chesbire, in which last therz is written on the By leal appenits the
litke pape the Following salcmenl :  "'We wheae names are subreritmsl were present
when Mr. Taylor read the matiers of Fact conined in this Narrative, to same of the
chief of the T'ersons (whom he bad called together for that purjosch whe were presenl
at the Exorcsm, and fram whom he had veceived the Account of it, wha hefore o
attesed the Truth of it.  Witness our [lancs, William Birchal, Curate of U phulland, in
the parish of Wigan, lo. Jackson, Rearder at Wigan.™  [n the Dedication adddreasat
1o the bishop of Cheater, Zachary Taylor says " Another inducement to me was the
wenes t:ing acted in your Larl:hh'lp': Parph, and the grest Trust you hare begit
plessod to commit 10 me there, dth require thai [ should le Accountable 1o your
Lordship for all Affairs of such a nature ks this is, as you are the Beclor of the FPanish
ap well us the Opdinary of the Diovess. " [n 1597 he printed another pamphlet, enticled
" The Swrey Impostor; fevmy an Ansuer v 0 hite Famcticad Pamphize emterded He Surey
Demowiack. Ry fach, Taylor, A M, and ope of the King's Preacher e the Coualy
Palatine of Lancasier. Lomion : ponted fur Johin Jones, af the Thedphin amd Crown
is St Paol's Church-yanl: snd Ephraim Johnson, Bookseller in Manchoter,
MICXCVIL” Amalf gearte, The pamphlel to which this was an spyvwer, mas “ 7l
Swryy Drmomisck, or an account of Xatan's sfrony and drardind peringd i snd about
the Bady of Rechard Dwgdaie of Suvey wear Whidlgr in Lanskire, and vy de wot
dirpurians by Gty Berramp on fhe Eustimper and Prayers of deers Miratery ond Pecple,
The Matter of Fact allested by the caths of several credible Fersons Tefore sonie
of His Majesty's Justices of (he I'cace {n the sl County. London, 92" A
Zachiry Taybor's Anwwer La the above was fallweed by A Dindiorten of e Sweey
Prmaniack dr we Sepoiter, ar @ Seplr 10 certiil fapAict Periad'S e We, Zack,
Tayior, talind the Swrey fmpoitor : Lomclon, 160%™ aml asather pampsbilet calicd
" Fhe Lancarhire Leeite rebud'ol, or a indication of the Dhosenders from Pupery, Supar
Auien, Jpmevance und Nmayery, awjuidly charped o fheme by Mr. Aok, Tipher,
Lomdon, :lﬁgﬁ." Upon which M. Z:u‘h::ty T.'l'_rlur wiuote abolher jamphlel, colitial
“ Piupery, Swperstition, fyworance, omd Anaiery tory wopuitly Ay o detier in pemeral
probendad, but ax far ax tar cher s d very folly proved wpon the Pxasenlers Hhat toeve vun-
cormad tm the Swrcy feportor, iy fach, Taylor. Limulon:r pmistel L Johs Janes
# the Daolphin and Urwn in 3t Taul's Chunchesard, 108" Sonadf gmarete,  This
was ollawed again by 1wo or three other Traces on the aame sulyeel, hiening tlg-.-llu:r
& stried hbown as The Surey Densoniae Tracts.
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rebuilt the manor or parsonage house in 1695. Most of the old
hall, which was taken down by the present rector and replaced
by a more commodious one in 1875, was probably of Stratford's
building, though it had been more than once altered, or added
to, by later rectors. There was, however, a portion of an older
house left standing in Stratford’s time, for there is an entry
in his steward’s accounts for 1703, which speaks of work done
“at the backside of the house, that is by the ould pariour
chimney.” Bishop Stratford’s building was a solid but un-
pretending edifice with no good architectural features. The
date of its completion is preserved on a carved stone with his
monogram, N.C. 1695, upon it, which was let into the wall of the
front of the house facing the hall gate. This stone has now
(1889) been removed to the wall at the back of the offices, and
placed by the side of another bearing the arms of Dr. Roger
Bridgeman, a later rector.

An interesting description of the town of Wigan, as it was
about the year 1695, is given by Dr. Kuerden in a Lancashire
Itinerary preserved amongst his #/SS. In his account of the
post road from Warrington to Wigan, after entering the old parish
of Wigan from Ashton, he says: “You pass by a fair Gate with
round Balls leading to the Hall of Hawkly very near the Road,
which belongcth to the antiecnt Family of the Molineux’s of
Hawkly. Then leaving on the right a Quarry you pass over a
place call'd Goose Green, lcaving on the right two fair brick
Houses, then over a Bridge or through a Ford or Rivulet called
Smithy Brook, from an adjacent Smithy. Having pass’d the
Brook you presently leave on the left another sidling Road
leading towards Holland, and on the right a fair built house
calld Lea Hall. Then passing on northward half a mile, you
leave on the left the transverse public Road from Ormskirk to
Wigan, and turning eastward pass over the Dugles Water, at a
fair Stone Bridge of 2 arches call'd Adam Bridge, half a mile
from Wigan,! then over a flat Bridge call'd Pool Bridge, from a

' This is the entrance of the manor of Wigan.
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peol of water close by it.  After this you enter inte Wigan, and
passing the Wallgate Bars you go by the Town Hall, under
which is a Mcal House, and leave on your right 2 fair built house
belonging to Mr. Tatles, and on the left the Church and a street
call'd Haligate, at the end whereof stands a sumptuous building
cali'd the Parsenage, and beyond the further end of that strect
another fair Hall, an antient Seat belonging to the Marklands,
antient aldermen of this Burrough. Having pass'd the Market
place on the right is the Millgate, whoere comes in the other road
from Winquic [Winwick] to Wigan." The description is con-
tinued in the account of the post road from Wigan to Preston.
* Having pass'd the Standishgate Bars about a quarter of a mil,
a little below a place called Mab Cross, on the right hand you
pass a Lane called Wild Lane End, lcading towards Haigh Pask,
having [frst] passed the monument erected by Captain Alex.
Rigby, sometime High Sheriff of Lancashire, Mayor and Alder-
man of Wigan, and Governor of Chester Castle, in memory of his
Colonel, 5 Thomas Tildesley, who was there slain with Lord
Witherington and many others by Colenel L[ilburne’s] Regiment
of Horse.” The remainder of Wigan (s described in the alterna-
tive road from Warrington and Winwick to \Wigan. * Al
Winquic, 2 miles from Warington, leaving the church on the luft
hand, hall a mile from thence you leave a fair built house formerly
belonging to Charles Herle, parson of Winquic before D, Sher-
lock and Dr. Finch, the present Incumbent thereof ! You leave
Lowton township, passing over Lowton Cop, lcaving Byrom not
far on the right, and the new church being a parochial Chagxel to
Winquic passing through Penington, leaving the Hall at Abram
fin the parish of Wigan] formerly belonging to the EHiltons, and
upon the right an anticnt seat of a younger branch of Culchcths,
and on the left the 1Mall of Bamfurland formerly belonging to
the Ashtons, and at present to @ younger branch of the

* Honpmrabde aml Koy, Honrey Fand whew o] lor Drather Filwan] aflerwants
becnme voctor of Wigan g e was oo of Wnsidh (e efeaz v 1728, mhea e
roagesl it sl dean oF Yeak frean czoz ol s sdead oy

4 fi
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Gerards, Passing over a fair Stone Bridge into Hindley youn
leave not far off on your ripht an antient Hall call'd the
Low, the Manor House helonging to the antient family of the
Langtons, a second branch of the Langtons once Barons of
Newton ; from thence passing into Ince you leave upon the right
a fair built Hall within 2 Mote now belonging to the antient
Gerards of Ince, and not far from it another stately Hall be-
longing to the younger issue of the antient Inces of Ince. And
shortly after having pass'd Amersogh vpon the right hand a
fair built hall call'd the New Hall belonging to Captain Gerard,
a younger branch of the Gerards of Ince, and soon alter on the
right hand a fair Hall antiently given to Colersand Abby, but
since the Dissolution to the Browns of Ince, a brother to them
at Brinsop in Westhaughton, and a little more east of it stands
the Kirkleys, of a lang time beloaging to the Hoghton's of Kirk-
leys, and on this side both an antient seat call'd Peel Ditch, so
call'd being a Peel or place fenced with a Mote, as most places
so fenc'd were called Peels. Tassing Cliveden brook into the
Liberties of Wipan, half a mile from the Town, you next enter
the street call'd Scoles, from Seala, Scale, and after this the Miln
Gate over the Dugles by a Bridge of two arches. This part of
Wigan is said to be within Makerfield, and a rent is yearly paid
for respiting their appearance at the Baron’s Court at Newton.
Tassing the Miln Bridge on the left hand are two spacious new
built houses, once belonging to Bailif Heys, and the other to the
late Alderman Rob. Forth, and without the Bars & fair huilt House
lately styl'd 2 College with Officers of Learing belonging to it,
but since violently put down, and the ruins thercof yet remaining,
but neither Romanist Master nor scholars left. Eatering the
Miln Gate street thro” the Bars are divers stately Houses on the
right, the first belonging te Mr. Alderman Leatherbarrow, the
2nd to Alderman FFord, the 3rd to Dr. Ratelif.  Passing into the
Standish Gate is a fair House built by Mr. Case, and having
enter'd Standish Gate on the left hand a sumptuous House
belonging to the late Justice Entwisel, and over against it a
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spacicus and neat built House by Mr. Alderman Baldwin, On
the right hand the Wheatsheaf belonging to Mr. Pennington, Mr.
Alderman Jolly's, Alderm. Banks, Lawyer Morts, a most learned
and conscientious peace maker of Law Diffurences without any
Fee taking, Colonel Daniels, and on the left hand Mr. Bailiff
Marten's, Mr. Bailifl Legh's, Mr. Aldcrman Joliffe’s, new and fair
built Houses; but below the channel on the ripht is a nost
spacious House new built by the aforesd. Alderman Baldwin
And above the Channel the Hall of Orrul now belonging to Mr.
Alderman Herle, and on the left Mrs. Turner's the present resi-
dence of Mr. Langton of Low, Lord of Hindley. Tn this town
are four open streets, a large Market place, with the old Town
Hall, the Common prison and Butcher's shops under it, A
spacious church well adorn'd with Monuments, and is remarkable
for the Steeple standing near the West [East?] Ead, which was
cccasion'd by the re-edifying of the church which was drawn
back more westerly, and the old steeple left standing where it
did,” ¢

This theory of Dr. Kuerden's with resprect to the rebuilding of
the church on a different site has probubly no foundation in fact,
and certainly needs confirmation from other sources of informa-
tion.

About this time there scems to have been an intention of
placing an organ in the church, fur “On 7tb of August, 16965,
itt is ordered att a pencrall moecting of the towne and parish of
Wigan that upon the ervcting of vrgans in the said church the
annual allowance of two leys amounting to the suine of one and
twentie pounds bee given and paid te a capable Organer  The
parishioners present who signed their names at this meeting were
Gererd flord, Mayor, K. Uradshaigh, Tho. Bankes, William
Molyaeux, Hugh Jolly, Rob. Markland, Hu. lioime, Lawr.
Anderton, John Radcliffe, Heno Crrett, Richard [Lowe, Juln

* Local Gleanings relating to Tancashine aml Chedlig, ol by |10 Earnaka,
'l'q.'lillh! froau the MWoade bow Comiie, tovemdd amed correcto sl L 1= 2ump 210
X3 ol 2ty
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Prescott, John Curghey, Richard Heyes his marke, together with
Wm. Browne and Rich. Arrowsmith, churchwardens. (George
Browne also gives his consent.” But this intention does not
appear to have been carried out at that time or for many years
afterwards.

On the 16th of January, 1697-8, bishop Stratford assisted
Shame, archbishop of York, at the Savoy chapel, in consecrating
to the see af Sodor and Man the good bishop Thomas Wilson,
whom he had known as a pupil at the King's schoo! in Chester,
and afterwards ordained priest, !

In this year a controversy concerning the possession of Hindley
chapel was definitely settled. It appears that the inhabitants of
Hindley had built a chapel there in 1641, for which a site was
given by George Green, of Hindley, gent., with the consent and
approval of Dr. John Bridgeman, then rector of Wigan. This
chapel, like all other places of worship, fell into the hands of the
dissenters during the usurpation, After the restoration of
Charles II, it was endowed with several benefactions and
legacies for the use and maintenance of an orthodox and lawful
minister to serve there. But the trustees of the chapel were
divided in their relipious views, some being onthodox members of
the church and some nonconformists, so that it became a question
which should held it, and it was in great danger of being losat to
the church, until bishop Stratford came forward and prosecuted
the matter in behalf of the church in the court of the Duchy of
Lancaster, where he obtained a decree in favour of the church ;
whereupon the feoflees of the chapel made petition to the bishop
to have it consccrated. It was accordingly consecrated on
Wednesday, the feast of All Saints, 15t November, 1698, together
with the churchyard as a burial place.? There is an entry in
the Wigan churchwardens' account book for that yearof £2 181,
paid to Mrs. Peak for 11 yards of bagg-holland for 2 surplus for

V Wardews of Afarichesior, volo B {144 5 Rerisfrvem Saceam Amghicanum.
Y Hremieriafe oF Aindlov, by lohn Deyland of the Grange, 1878, p. 25
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Hindley Chappel at 4s. 84. per yard, and for making it. From
this time forward Hindley chapel was reckoned as one of the
chapels of ease to Wigan parish church, and wine for the holy
communion, &c., were provided for it by the parish of Wigan as
for those at Holland and Billinge.

An extract from the London Gazette [of June 10 to 13, 1700],
given in the Local Gleanings relating to Lancashire and Cheshire,?
throws a light upon the sporting amusements of the Wiganers at
the close of the 17th century: “A Plate of £ 10 value will be run
for by Footmen on Tuesday, the 6th of August next, at Wigan,
in Lancashire, the usual 3 miles course there; all Persons may
run that enter their names with the Bayliffs there by the First
of the said month, and that pays down 5s. On the 7th a
Plate of 50s. value will be run for there, excluding such as
run for the first Plate. And on the 8th a Plate of £5 value will
be run for there, and any Persons to put in without paying any-
thing to this or the foregoing Plate (except the winner of the
first Plate), providing they enter their names as abovesaid.

There is in Lord Bradford’s possession an account book for
one year of Thomas Rigby, bishop Stratford’s steward at Wigan,
from 3oth August, 1703, to 2nd August, 1704 ; from which we
learn that the bishop was residing at Wigan from 11th June,
1703, till the 21st March of the following year. On 1oth
September, 1703, there was a payment of £1 8s. 9d. for dressing
my Lord’s chansell, and 19s. 6. to Charles Banckes, plumber,
for work at the top of the same ; on the 18th September, 3s. 44.
to Alexander and Robert ffoster “for dressing the currant to
bring the water to the moate” two days, and two days ditching
betwixt the bull hey and the mesnes; on 4th October £15 to
the reverend Zachary Taylor for one quarter’s salary. This was
an unusually liberal stipend for a curate in those days. Besides
this Mr. Zachary Taylor seems to have lived at the parsonage
house, and he held of the bishop two fields, and an acre in the

* Vol. i. p. 176.
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parson's meadow, for which land, however, he paid a rent. At
the same time there were payments of £2 ror to the reverend
Mr. Johnson, his Michaelmas quarterage ; Gs. to Mrs. Hoult the
school mistress for teaching six poor ¢hildren, being her guarter's
salary to Michaclmas last; and 6r. to Mrs. Whiteside for the like;
L6 g5 to the reverend Mr, William Birchall, the minister of
Holland, his Michaclmas quarterage for officiating at Holland
church ; and on 22nd Qctober, £1 I0s to the reverend Mr
Scdgwick for officiating at Billinge chapel betwixt the 1st of
August and the 1st of November next coming. It is probable
that the reverend Edward Sedgwick entered upon his cure at
Billinge at that datc, for afterwards he reccives his quarter's salary
at the usual quartcr days with Mr. Taylor, Mr. Johnson and the
others.

In the same book the corn tithes of the parish of Wigan are
shewn to have been farmed in the year 1703, at the following
rents: To & Roger Bradshaigh, Bart. [the township of Haigh ]
£24. Aspull corne, £31, Easter due tvas £3 154, but now £2 151,
Total £33 t5s. Hindley corne tith £43, Hindley Easter dues
£5. Total £48. Abram Corne £ 31, the small tith £2 105, Total
£33 105, 1nce by Esgr Gerard 44 Winstanley by Esg® Bankes
£16. Pemberton tith corne £37. Chapell-end of Billing £ 15
Uper-end of Billing £18. Orrel to Mr. Darton and James
Chadock £20 25 64 Holland and Daulton £12 135 44 Wigan
in my Lords hands comes to cleare the sume of £26 85, Totall
£202 8r 104,

Thie Easter Roul for 1703 comes to...... £37 8 1o}
Chivie Rent Roul, Midsummer, 1703...... £22 17 3
Chicf Rent Roul, Christmas, 1703 covevvers #2217 3
Tith Ilay Moncy, Clristmas, 1703...... £2 10 101

Totall.covirinseas L7314 3

An accompt of ¥t meadowing and all other parts of the glave
[glebe] Land acespting the pastures, &c.
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The meadowing as sett
The Digp lach accer to Mr. Johnathan Walten

and Mr. Hoult........ et deiar i aaean £2 15 ©
The Brige accer beingg the first accer to Raph

Bale and Olliver Ashhurst ...l z 6 o
34 & 40 accer to Mr. James Rigby at......... 4L O
the gt acér to y= Revd. Me. Taylor..onanns 2 6 o
7% to Widow Houghton of Scols.........coil. t 3 ©

and James Couley .oooviciiiiiiieiiesenen 103 @
8 to Roger Rogerson and Jor lledgson y©

Lo 51 O PP PP PPUPIRPMAE I - I«
9% to Thomas Blackhurst daughter and

Edward Blackhuest ..o 2 6 o
29 & y* &% to mysclfe [Thomas Rigby]...... 412 0
the odd measure sett for.....o...ieiineiens o D15 O
That which the Reverend Me Taylor houlds..10 o o
That which John Kearsley houlds............... I 5 o
Thomas Righy houlds the Bull hey at ......... 5 10 ©
The Croft ¥ Tha, Rigby houlds at............ 1 0 ¢
The arrears and all the plave Land comes ta

the sume of ..ovvveiniininen, e L1238 11 4 [sf]

[Thus] the arrcars and all the glave Land [comes to]
L2838 115 44 ; corn tithes £202 85 104, chief rent, tith hay and
Euster Dugscomes to £75 145 3d); Receipts totall £496 14s ¢4

There is another entry in the stewand’s account book in 1704,
which is interesting as shewing that the bishop's hoose was still
protected by a moat and drawbridge @+ July y© 6l to Teter
Leland for irne [iron] work for 3= Draw Bridpe,” &c. 15 444

There is an item in the Wigan churchwardens’ accounts Tur
that year, t704, for repairing “the stone styell [shile] leading out
of the church yard into the Walgate,” and another for “amending
the silke hoods that goes over the surples” T

' Thi i the firsl meption | mect with in e chorchwanbons acoounts of -ilk houls
Aoty the vosiments of Hhe clergy,
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Bishop Stratford was made one of the Governors of Quesn
Annc's Bounty in the first charter dated 3rd November, 3 Anne
{1704).

In the following year, 1708, we find mention in the chorch-
wardens’ accounts of a census of “ papists " being taken within
the parish of Wigan by order of the bishop. In this year Mr.
Baldwin occurs as curate at Uphelland, and 26th March, 1708,
Thomas Johnscn as curate at Wigan.

In 1706 bishop Stratford founded the Blue Coat Hospital in
Chester, for the maintenance, instruction, and apprenticeship of
thirty-five poor boys of that city.?

He died in London on 12th Febrouary, 1706-7, at his lodging
in Westminster, by the old Palace yard,2 much beloved, and
deeply lamented by his diocese, aped 74 years, and was buried on
the zoth3 in his cathedral church at Chester, where there is a
monument to his memory, with a long latin inscription by his
only surviving sen, Dr. William Stratford, in the following terms :

NICHOLAUS STRATFORD S T.P.
Natus apud HEMSTEAD in com. Hartf. Anno 1513
Factus est
Coll. 5. 53¢ Trinitatis OXON Sccius 1566

Collegii Christi apud MancuntoM in Com. Lane, Gavdianus 1667
Sancue Margaret® LricesTRIE in Eeel LiNcorw Prebendarius 1670

Ecclesiz AsaPlENS1S Decanus 1673

In Ecclesia de Avpermasrury Lond. Concionator 1683
Eccl. dv WiGaN Rector, & CesTRIA Eriscopus 1689
Mortuus 12° dic Feb. 17067

LEx vitd per 18 annos Hie sanctissimé instituti
Memuriam suam reliquit omni Marniore peretniorem.

vl redvas of Monefesfer, vol 1 p. 145,

* Topeyrraplier | Guemealapast, val. i o2l

? Wigan Parish Regristor, wherein, however, it i erroneously statod that he died on
1l sowd Frbruary.
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Reformatam fidem
Eruditis contra Pontificios scriptis strenud asseruit,
Ecclesim Defengor prius quam Pater,

IMlorum, quos adeptus est Henorum, nullos ambiit ;
Nennullos sponte deposuit.

Divitiarum adeo erat non cupidus,
Ut post 40 annos inter Dignitates Ecclesiasticas exactos,
Rem sibi relictam non solim non auxerit,
Sed in tuendis Ecclesix ipsi credita juribus,
Eam libentissimé imminuerit
Morum simplicitate, caritate in omnes, Pietate in Deum
Etat plane Primavi.

Episcopale munus ef fide administravit,
Ut gui Ordinem neon agnoscerent,
Virum faterentur esse reveri Apostolicum.
Laboribus magis quam Aanis fractus occubuit;
A Christo, cui soli serviehat,
Promissum Dispensatori fido pramium laturus.
GULIELMUS STRATFORD S.T.F. Filius utticus,
Archidiaconus Richmondiz MEdig Christi apud Oxon Canonicus,

Optimo Parenti
P 1

“The Bishop,” says Canon Raines, "was a man of primitive

and simple habits, and generally adapted his conversation to
his society, speaking to the poor and illiterate in their own
phraseology. . . . He was indifferent to the acquisition of wealth,
and although long and well beneficed, he did not increase his
family estate. . . . It is not too much to say that he lived a life
of faith, holiness, and charity, and having adorned the religion
which he professed, was sustained by its hopes and consolations

* Le Neve's Monumenia Anglicana, vol, iv, p. 109 ; tom ME, a Kicdardy Rowiinien,

Af.A. & Coll. Di. Joh., Bapt, O%cen. and R. 5.5,

4H
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itn his last and greatest need. In a short notice of him, lately
published,t it is said that he was a learned and geood man, a
frequent preacher, zealous in the pulpit, exemplary out of it, and
a workman that need not be ashamed.” #

Another writer says of him, his “coenstant residence in this
diocese [Chester] will render his memory precious to posterity.”3

Chalmers informs us that he was one of the first and most
zealous promoters of the Societies established in the beginning
of last century for the " Reformation of manners” In the
# Memoirs of Matthew Henry,” we read that * this good work was
first set on foot in the city of Chester by those of the established
church: they were happy in a bishop and dean that had the
interests of practical religion very much at heart, Dr, Stratford
and Dr, Fog, men of great learning and true picty, both excellent
preachers, and greatly grieved at the open and scandalous
wickedness that abounded in that city and everywhere through-
out the nation.” 1t appears that a monthly lecture was established
at the eathedral for this purpese, and the bishop preached the
first sermon 4

As to his political and religious views, he published several
pamplcts against the pretentions of the Church of Rome; and
his strong opposition to the encroachments of popery, and to the
general proccedings of James ILL led him to promete and to
confirm the acression of William and Mary, and to advocate the
Revolutien principles of 1638.5

¥ The bishop had issue : 1 Katherine, baptized May 4, 1669,
at Manchester ; 2 John Stratford, buried at Manchester, March
2L 1669-70; 3 William Stratford, baptized September 4, 1671,
at Manchester, of Clrist Church, Oxon, B.A. May 12, 1692,
M.A. March 13, 1604, B.D. July 8 1703 D.D. July 7. 1703,

Afanclhester Guerdian, BMay 31, 1854, Kocicrician Faper,
Wardens of Manchester, vol_ ii. p. 148,
Aot of Cherder. Lowlon : Epertan, Whitehall, 1703,
Chalimers” Mgz, Dhe. fquoting feom Ath. Ox,. Tong's Life of Matihew Henry,
P 243, 246-7, anl Nicholson's Letters, vol. i p. £7¢),
* IFandens of Manchereer, vol, T . 143

- W W


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manar of Wigan. 599

Archdeacon of Richmond 1o September, 1703, Canon of Christ
Church November, 1703 He died in the year 728, unmarried,
and bequeathed a portiun of his books to the Chetham Library,
Manchester, and left his larpe fortune in the hands of trustees
for the angmentation of poor liviags, in conjunction with Queen
Anncs Bounty, and for other pious uses. e also bequeathed
several S, volumes of State Papers to the Dritish Muscum.
4 Grace Stratford, second daughter, baptized at Manchester,
July 8. 1675, marricd Edmund Entwistle, younpest son of John
Entwistle, of Fuxhales, Esq. e was born at Ormskirk g and
baptized there 29 April, 1639-00.  Afterwards of Brasenose Coll.
Oxon, M.A 1682, B.D. and DD g3 In 1691 he was pre-
scnted to the rectory of Barrow by Lord Rivers; and he was
collated to the archdeaconry of Chester 30 April, 16335, He died
15 September, 1707, in his 47th year. By his wile, Grace
Stratford, he had issue: Edmund, who dicd wpmarried; Jane
Entwistle, buriedd September 2, 1772, in her 771h year, in the
Cathedral [of Chester]; Katherine Entwistle, buried ecember
14, 1773, in her 77th year, in the [same] Cathedral.  The Arch-
deacon marmed secondly Prscilla, dauvghter of Sir Thomas
Bunbury of Stanny, Bart, and had 1wo sons, Thomas who died
unmarried in 1772, and Henry, who died 25 Jannary, 1783, and
was buried in the Cathedol, Chester, unmarsicd.

There is a ine portrait of hishap Stratford at Foxhnles, which,
with the bishep's sermons, papers, and some of his bouks, were be-
gueathed to the Entwistle family by Henry Entwistle, Lisg, of
Chester, in t784.  The bishop is seated in a chair in his episcopal
robes. He wears over his own hair 2 black velvet priest's cap.
The expression is benevolent, inteltigent, and acute.  The thin
compressed lips indicate greater decision than be appears to have
possessed. e seems te have been a slender-built man, and
about 60 years of age when the portrait was paintad, An
engraving of the portrait, by Thonison, appearced in Dr. Hibbert.
Ware's History.” !

* W ardens o Manhe e vl 1 145, 146
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Bishop Stratford's arms were : gwles, @ fesse humette belween
three tressels argent (as given in Dale’s Catalogue of English
Nobility, and on a seal communicated to Mr, Bedford by William
Langton, Esq.} the tressels are coloured or on the tablet in
Chester Cathedral. ?

Bishop Stratford’s published works are thus given by Canon
Raines in his “Wardens of Manchester ™ :

1. A Sermon preacied at Chester Assizes, 20 Sept, 1681, By
Mr. Stratford, D.D. and Dean of St. Asaph Dedicated to Bishop
Pearson, at whose desire it was printed. Text, Aetr xxiv. 25,
London, 4to.

2. A Sermon bcfore the King at Whitehall, on Christmas day,
1682, on Romans viii. 3. London, 1883, 4to,

3. A Dissnasive from Revenge. A Discourse on Remans xii, 17,
By Nicholas Stratford, D.ID., Dean of St. Asaph. London, 1684,
Bvo. Dedicated to “my worthy and beloved ftiends the Inhabi-
tants of Manchester and Salford.”

4. Discourse concerning the necessity of Reformation with
respect to lie Evrors and Corruplions of the Church of Rome.  1st
pt. 1685, gto. Awom  2nd ed, 1686, Reprinted in Gibson's
Preservative.

5.  Fhr Neeessity of Reformation, 2nd pt. Anon, 1686, 4to.

6. T Necessity of Reformaition, 3rd pt. By Nicholas Strat-
ford, DD 1686 4to. Mr. Jones calls this “an imaginary third
part, as there {s no evidence that it ever existed.” (See Chetham
Pogery Tracts, pt. L pp. 203-4. ¢, by Tho. Jones, Esq., BA,
F.5A)

7. The People's vight to read the Holy Scriptures asserled. In
answer to the Gth, 7th, 8th, gth, and 1oth chapters of the znd
part of the Popish Kepresenter. 1087, 4to.

8. The Lay-Christian's cbligalion 1o read the Holy Scripiures.
Loodon, 1687, 4ta.

! Blatuy of Episcapacy, [n DRllaway’s AFS in Lib Trin Coll. Oson, they are
given as pafi of Ggdt arpeat dnd aanee, o fron rampant gules,


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 601

9 Examination of Bellarmines 14th Note concerning the tn-
kappy End of the Churci's Eneniies.  Anon_in The Notes of the
Chureh. London, 1638, 4to.

10 Discourse of the Pope's Supremacy, part 1. 1o answer to
Thomas Godden, DI} 1088 ato,

1, A Charge fo kis Clergy at his primary Visitation of the
Diocese of Chester.  London, 1692, 4o

12. Of Reverewce due to God In Pubfic 1Vorskip. Preached
belore the King and Queen at Whitchall, 25 March, 1604, Fecdes.
v.1. gto.

Bishop Stratford was the last of the serics of bishops of Chester
who held the rectory of Wigan i commendam,  Aflter his death
the see was vacant fur nearly a whole year, until Sir William
Dawes, baronet, Master of 5t Catherne Hall, Cambridpe, was
consccrated 8th February, 1707-8.

The next rector of Wigan was the lonourabl: Epwakn
Fincn, ffth son of Heneage Finch, first Barl of Nottingham, and
brother of Danicl, second Earl of Nottingham and sixth Earl of
Winchelsea. He was at this time a probendary of York, to
which he had been appointed x6th Aprl, 1704, his younger
brother, Henry Finch, being then Jean of York, There is no
record at Chester of his institution to the rectory of Wigan,  FHe
was probably admitted by the archbishop of York in February
or March, 1706-7, during the voidance of the see of Chester, the
patrons at that time being Sir John Bridizemuan, baronet, Henry,
bishop of Londen, William, Lord Digby, John Bridgeman and
Orlando Brdgeman, Lsquires.

In the first two ycars of his incumbxeney, there were some
considerable sums expueaded on the repairs of the parish chureh,
for which certain leys were voted by the parishivners, and in the
year 1707 a new font was put up there. Onosth Apnl, 1jor,
Geonre Bowyer's name first appears i the account Looks as
curate of Wigan.  The rector Finel's name first occurs there
op 6th April, 1708 A o ovestry mecting o that day, the
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rector appointed Mr. William Holland, of Wigan, gent, his
churchwarden for the ensuing year, and the parishioners chose Mr.
William Taylor, of Hindley, for theirs. A set of sixteen sidesmen,
or questmen, were also chosen, five for Wigan, and one fer each
of the townships of Haigh, Aspull, Hindley, Abram, Ince, Pem-
berton, Winstanley, Billinge., Orrell, Holland and Dalton.

The cost of wine for the holy communion in.the year 17089
amounted to £16 125 64, viz.: for Wigan, £12 8¢ 64, for Hol-
land, the usual allowanee of 18 quarts, £1 165, for Billinge, 12
quarts, £t 45, and for Hindley, 12 qguarts, £1 4r. This was
about the average quantity consumed in each yvear, but the whole
is wsually Jumped tegether in one sum in the accounts, A sum
of £g 16s. 84 was expended in repairing the vestry in October,
1708, In this year the rector Finch had a copy made of bishop
Bridgeman's Wigan Lepger, which attested copy is still in pos-
session of the rector of Wigan, and full of valuable information.
It is unfortunate that the original was not also preserved.!
Judring from the extent te which Mr, Finch pot his own way
with his parishioners, he must have been a man of considerable
encrgy and power. A dispute had arisen as to the right of
nominating 2 curate to serve the chapelry of Hindley, which had
not been fully determined in bishop Stratford’s ime. But it was
now amicably settled between rector Finch and the trustees of
the chapel; as we lears from the following letter addressed to
the bishop of Chester, and prescrved in the continuation of
bishop Bridgeman's Wigan Leger. 2

Uctr. 3o, ryed.
My Lord, .

Since we had the Henour to lay before your LoP our pretensions for
nominating a curate to Hindley Chappel, we whose names are subscribed
{lwing the greater part of these who pretended to the same} having, by
several of our neighbours who were 1o transact this afair for us, waited
on the Hon"= and Revd Mr Fiach, Rector of Wigan, and come 10 a
perfect nnderstanding with him upon the whole matter, do for ever forego

VP ante, pp 204, 206, wal * Sepplemcntary entry, fol, £5v,
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all our pretensions and recede from all claim and Tille to the nomina-
tion of & minister to the sail chappel of Himdley, and shall oot oppose
this or any Rector of Wigan in appointing a curate to the same, but beg
leave to withdraw the carert which was entered on our behall and your
Lo* to licenee a minister whom the Kector of Wigan shall nominate aml
send. Rot Hindley, P. Wurthingten, Jo" I'rescott, John Ranicars,
Jonathan ‘Thomasson, J. H. {John Hart his letters), John Chadock,
Thomas Chectham, (. Hindley, Will. Smallshaw,

We also the Feoffees, whose names are anclerwritten, de lhkewise beg
leave at the same time hereby ta receds: from and ilisclaim all preten-
sions 1o the aomination of a curate at Hindley chappel, shich have cver
been made either by ourselves or Predecessers. 1% Worthingum, Joo
Prescott, John Ranicars, Jonathan Themasson, J. H. {John Hart his
letters), Joh. Chadeck, Thomas Chectham.

(This lctter is endorsed as follows )

Memprandumt —That I, Sam: Lever, clerk, on Sunclsy, Oct ulie 1708,
dil give notice in the Realding Desk of the Chappel of Hindley in the
Parish of Wigan 1o the Congregatiin 1o y© Persons mett there, thae the
Persony who were desirous 1o expresse ther consent to the Agreement
made betwixt the Reverend and Honorable Mr. Finch, Rector of Wigan,
and some of the Feaffees and Principal EFnhabitants of Himlley aforesl
should come 10 y* Comunion-Table and sign the sabd Agreement, “T'hac
the Persons whose names are underwritten, did come amld sign accond-
ingly {hbeing Inhabitants having seats aml ather Persons then present
who had formerly pretended a Right anl laid a claim to the Xonvination
of a minister there).  As witnesse my hand this sth day nf November,
1708, Sam. lever, AM.

Sanwell Hilion, Henry Molyneux, Wil Birned by Mr. laver,

Tavlor, Rich. Hindley, Juhn Ashurt, i the Presence of us

Henry Sale, Margarct 1ilton, Jo~ Morris, Henry Fineh,

Jomathan Whalley, James Smith, fames Hilton, Falw: Atanson.

(iver Righie, James Hilton, Matthew Smith,

Elin Houghtan, Rowlandl Meadow, Tohn Turton,

Peter Smith, James tireen, Ralph Righy,

The Baxter, Fdw. Crosse, John Biliby, Alex™ Cawsey,

John Hay, Thomas Johnson, Henry Smith, William Pernbetron.
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Signed by the lnhabitants and Feoffees of Hindley chappel y* day and
year above,
In the presence of s,
Henry Finch, Edw. Alanson, John Wilkinson.

The two following letters from the bishop of Chester with
reference to the above, are inserted in the next page of the same
Leger:

No. 1. Kensington, Nov. y* 6,
Sr. 1ol

I do most heartily rejoyee at the agresment, w<h you have made with
your Parishioners, touching the Nomination to Hindley Chappel. 1
desi’d nothing more than that it might be vested in the Rector of Wigan:
as the surest way to preserve the peace, and keep up the Authority of the
Church ; and therefore yon may depend upon my readyness to do any-
thing in my powcer lowazds the perfecting and confirming this agreement.
[ Tikewise highly approve your prudence in naming Mr. Lever for this
turn, w°, I can plainly perceive, is a very acceptable man to the Inhabi-
tants.

I very willingly consent that the Instrument of thig agreement be
registercd in the Register at Chester, and shall take care to have the
Instrument itsell safely lay'd up there likewise. And I would be as
willing to signily, in my lcence to Mr. Lever, the ground, or Nomination,
upon we I licence him; but that, I think, is mot usual: and besides, I
believe it will be more effectual to enter his licence in the Register
immediately after the Instrument of Agreement, as granted by me in
Pursuvance of that.  Pardon the many blots, w*™ come from great hast.
My most humblk: service t0 y° good Tady and Brother, [ am, 8,

¥* Assured friendle and affeetnt Brother,

W. CESTRIENS.

No. a. Kensington, Nov. y* 18, 1yc8.
Honrd B,

The opening of the Parliament, on Tuesday, hinder'd me from writing
to you by that days Post, 28 I should otherwise have done. I approve
of what you offer about having Mr. Lever's Testimony put to the narmes
on the second leaf: and do here send you back the letter of the Feolleea
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and Inhzbitanis 12 me, in order to have it 30 done: and [ have written
on the back of it, to Mr. Prescott, to enter it into my Register-book.
At present, my thoughts, as to the clause w<b you purpose 10 be inserted
into my License of Mr. Lever, are, that it is neadless: but I will consider
more of it, a8 I shall have time enough to do before I can grant him a
License : web will hardly be before I come down to Chester. ., . . . .
I beg my humble service to Mrs. Finch and ¥ Brother, and am
S, y¢ affectionate Brother and faithfull servt,
W. CESTRIENS.

In the following year a more serious dispute arose between
the rector and some of his wealthicr parishioners with respect to
the re-introduction of an organ in the parish church and the
space it should occupy there: and it is hiphly probable that
the litigation and the unkindly feeling which this quarrel
engendered was the cause of Finch's resignation a few years
alterwards,

It appears that oae Richard Welles, who died in December,
1707, had made provision by his will for the building of a new
organ to be placed in the parish church. This was a matter
which had long been in contemplation by the parishioners, as
appears by an entry in the churchwardens’ aceount book in 1696,
But organs were then considered as dangerous innovations upon
the protestant sentiments of the day, and the acceptance of Mr.
Woelles's liberal bequest met with considerable opposition. The
opposition was all the more violent from the fact that the position
jn which it was proposed to set up the new organ, in or near te
the arch which divided the nave (tom the chancel, and which
had formerly been occupied by the old one previous to its des.
truction in Cromwell's time, had subsequently been appro-
priated by the Mayor and Corporation for their own gallery, from
which they were very unwilling to move.  The rector and church-
wardens, however, in acconlance with the wording of the faculty
under which the gallery had been erected, proceeded to pull it
down in order to make way for the organ. This gave great
offente to scveral, and the Corporation, headed by Sir Roger

41
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Bradshaigh, indited the workmen who were engaged to carry on
the work,

It will have been in connection with this work that on 6th
November the parish paid £2 55, being “the half of 2 New Beam
laid up between the old chancell and the body of the church,”
and 12s. towards the “expense for many hands to assist to lay it
up." The ather half of the expense will have been defrayed by
the rector as owner of the chancel.

On 3rd February, 170g-10, the following resolution was passed
at a vestry meeting: “ [t is this day agreed and order'd at a
Parish mecting y* the thanks of this parish be retumed to y<
Honbe and Rev® Mr. Edward Finch our Rectr, for y© great trouble
he hath undergone and the favour he has shew? us in endeavour-
ing to procure a good organ for our Church, and the Preparations
he hath already made to set it up in a proper Place. We ame
very sorty ¥ some prsons have us'd their endeavours to obstruct
soe good a work, and given him soc much groundless trouble by
inditing y= workmen he employed, and making use of many
names in our Parish, pretending y© greater pt of it to be of y¢
same oppinicn, for a foundation for instituteing a snit in y* B
Court to put a stop to this work: and we doe hereby disclaime
every such act and deed, and heartily entreat our g4 Rector to
continue his kindness to us to cause this organ (left us by the
will of Mr. Wells) to be set up as scon as may be. And we
also agree y' this Order be fairly enter'd in our Parish Bock,
there to remain as a Testimaony of our earnest desires to have ye
worship of God pform’d in our Church w all due decency, and
for a gratefull memory of our obligations to our Honb* Rector
for y* great trouble and chargre he hath undergone to promote y*
compleating and setting wp this organ” The resolution was
signed by 327 of the parishioners in vestry assembled, concluding
with Willtam Holland and William Taylor, churchwardens.

The rector next acquired a Faculty from the bishop's Viear
General to appropriate the rents of the west end gallery for the
purpose of raisiny a salary for the Organist. The Faculty runs
as follows :(—
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“To all christian People to whom these presents shall come.
Thomas Wainwright, Doctor of Laws, Vicar Generall and Officiall
Principall to the Right Reverend Father in God William by
Divine permission Lord Bishop of Chester, sendeth grecting
Whereas, upon certificate made to us by the Rector and Church-
wardens, and severall of the Parishioners of the Parish of Wigan,
in the county of Lancaster and Dicces of Chester, That upon
application and desire of severall of the parishioners of the said
parish made to the late Right Reverend Father in God, Nicolas
Lord Bishop of Chester, then also Rector of the said church, A
certain gallery was erected with his Lordships approbation at the
Weat end of the said church (which takes up the space of one
Arch, betwixt the West-End Wall and the two first pillars in the
middle Isle or Nave of the Church, whose Front from Notrth o
South betwixt the two pillars is in length nineteen foot & a hall,
or thereabouts, and whose breadth or depth is the whole space
reaching from the saidl Front to the West-End wall or window,
and contains in it cleven seates in number, with a passage
between them, and a landing place at the hcad of the stairs
leading up to it) at the free charge or contributions of the said
parishioners, That the said gallery and scates were bailt and
design'd for the use onely of such perzons within the said parish
as had and should attain to some competent skill in singing, To
the end that by their sitting togrether, they might the more casily
perform their severall parts in singing psalmes and kecp in tune
to cach other, But that since the said gallery was erected,
Richard Welles, late of Wigan, aforesatd, pent™ deceas’d (ameng
other pious [egacies!), pave the sume of Two huadred pounils to

* Tt appears 1hat Mr. Richard Welles, by his will dated 22nd Aogus, 1707, with
divers other Jegacies anid benefactions 10 the pour of Wigan and others, Jcft 2 wim
of Li0a, the improvement {or inerest) of which was b be paid pearly to the Header
of public prayers in the parish of Wigan, and 1he like wms (n each ol the wveral
carndes of the rexpective chapels of Hlindley, Millinge aml Hanford, 1l their sc-
cewmors for evey, and thereby ardered the sanl several sums (o be paid or wecars! within
one year afier hin dearh.  The remainder of his esiaie he lelt 10 Margery Leather-
row (kis decessed wile's sisier), whiem he nanle his sole execuirin.  The sahl
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be laid out upon an organ for the said church : which organ the
present Rector hath got made now ready to be set up, and the said

Margery Lasthetbarror proved the will and poascased heese?f of all the Testaloe's nenl
and personal estate.  She soon alterwards mamied George Somper, Chrk, which
Gedrge Bowyer and his wile, instead of paying the priocipal roms so devised, paid
only Ihe interest thereof from year to yemr Lill the yenr 1717, wheh the swid Murgery
died. Her estele came into the possession of her hyshand, Genege Bowyer, who
peglected to pay the szid legacies during his life, and died 16th March, 1740, Jeaving
his bevther, Thomas Bowyer, cleck, his execulor, againkl whom proceedings were
taken in the Chancery Court of the Diechy of Lancaster o recover the sald seversl
sumi of money, al the wclation of Thoweas Edge, clerk, curate of the Partsh charch
of Wignn, Somwe! Lever, clerk, curate of the chapel of Hiodley lo the wid parish,
Humphrey Walley, clerk, corate of the chapel of Billinge in the said parich, and
othere  The cause being heard 3l September, 1741, the Vice-chancellor, the Right
Worshipful Thomas Henry Ashurst, made the following orders with respect to the
before-mentioned legacios : ** As to the said L100 left by the said Richard Welles ta
the Reader of Pablic Prayers in the Parish Chorch of Wigan aforesaid, ibe same to be
paid to James Fleartiey and William Finch {churchwardens) 1o such uses wa wre men-
tioned in the will of the said Richard Welles, and by them and the churchwandens
Lheir successors for the time being to be placed oot npon proper secusity by the consent
aed approbation of the Rector of Wigan and Keader of Public Prayers in the parish
church of Wigan and their suceessors for the time being, the yescly interest thereof 1o
be paid and applied according e the direction of the sadd will, And s to the Sioo
left for Hindlcy Chapel, the same (0 be paid to John Walmesley of Wigun, Eag,,
Alexpnder Leigh, of the same place, pentlenman, Henry Hampsoo of Westlelgh, in
the same county, gentleman, Jonathan Thomeson, Henry Smith, Thomas Nesdham,
and Jobn Scuthworth, ali of Hindley aforzsaid, and Hugh Sticrup of Lawtom, lu the
said county, yeornsn, present trustees of Hindley Chapel, to be by thes wad thelr
successors, Trugtees of the madd chapel, put out ob proper securiy by the commne of
the curate of \he said chapel for the Lime being, the produce thereof to be yeady
applied by them acconding to the direction of the said will.  And wa to the 100 Ift
e Billinge Chupel to be paid 1o Kobert Hankes of Winstaoley, in the {county of
Lancasterj, Esq., to be placed oul at interest on proper secority by hick and his bein
wilh the consenl of the curate of the said Chapel of Billinge for Thy time being, te
intenest thercol to be appliv] yrarly, according to the divecliona of the said will . ., .
atnl the defendant, Thomas Bowyer, is herely anel by the anthority of this court to b
indemnified in paying the several sums above-mentioned pursoant to this decree, smd
all parties 1o have their cosis out of the inlercat of the several soms sbove-mentioned,
and now due aml bereafier to become due.™

(Lieeds relating to Hindley and other places nesr Wigan ; regrimted om ™ Local
Glenoings " in the Mawchesfer Conrder, 1578, p 37,1

Wilth oapect to the above-mentioned legacy of 100 left by Richard Welles 0 e
placed cut at interest, snd the intermt thereof to be anmally prid to the Resder of the
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present Rector, with the help of other persens whe will volun-
tarily contribute to the same, is willing at his own charge te build
the Organ Loft, and sce the Organ finish'd and set up where the
former QOrgan stood before it was destroyed in the late time of
Rebellion Sacriledge and confusion, which work, when perfected,
will be able to keep those that sing so much better in tune that
it wil! be no longer needfull for them to sit tegether, and upon
this account will be a work of great use and omament, and add
much decency and solemnity in the worship of God. With
desire therefore that the said gallery and scates therein might be
assign’d and confirm'd to the Rector of Wigan for the time being,
to the end that he may appoint andd dispose of the seates in the
azid gallery to persons who will oblige themaselves to pay for the
same such rent as shall be agreed upon towards raising a salary
for an organist, and to the sole use and advantage of the organist
of the said organ for the time being.  Wee judicially Proceeding,
did emitt a general proces or proclamation, and cause the same
to be publish’d in time of Divine Service within the said Parish
Church of Wigan, on Sunday the 1gth day of February last,
against all persons in generall haveing or p'tending to have any
Right, Title, or Interest in the before describ'd gallery, to appear
before us our lawful surrogate or other Judge competent in that
behalf in the Consistary Court wichin the Cathedral Church of
Chester, upon Thursday the 23rd of February aforesaid, at the
uvsuall hours of hearing causes there, and shew just cause or
Reason (if they could) why the said gallery shou'd not be assign'd
aod confirm'd to the Rector of the Parish Church of Wigan for
the time being {or the purpose abovesaid, at the instance or

Public Frayers |2 the Patish Church of Wigsn and his mccesar, there o &
momsvdids 0 the Wigas Vatey Book of zgth April, 1753, that the wid sum was
puid oo 15th Muy, 1752, to the Rev. Shitley Cotes, cleck, Broor of Wigan, by
Willlam CGerard, Esq., iolo whost hands it had been paid, a3 one of the Oversesry of
the Pooe of Wignn, by Lhe eastules of George Dowyer, clerk, decesard. And on tfth
Febwoary, 1777, the Rev. Guy Faidfas, rector of Wigan, scknowledges the rooeipl
of the mid £100 (rom John Cotesr, Esq., %060 and execaton of 1he Rer. Shirley Cotes,
Tk rocton of Wigan ; aler which there is no more botior of Lhiy kogmey 10 be found,
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promotion of the Reverend and Honourable Edward Finch, clerk,
A.M, the present Rector of the same Intimating to all and every
of the said persons That if they neglected to appear at the
time and in the place aforesaid to shew just cause to the contrary,
We our lawful surregate or other Judge competent, would pro-
ceed to decree the said gallery and seates therein to be assign'd
and confirm'd to the said Rector for the time being for the
purpose aforesaid, Their absence or contumacy in any wisce not-
withstanding. Aond whereas upon Return of the said generall
proces and preeconization of all persons aforesaid thrice judicially
made {no person appearing) We did in paine of their absence or
contumacy, at the Petiton of the Proctor of the said Party pro-
movent, Decree the said gallery and seates therein to be assign'd
and confirm'd to the Rector of the said Parish Church of Wigan
for the time being, to and for the purpose hereafter mentioned
as by our Act of Court the ninth day of March current (reference
thereunto being had) may appear. Know ye Therefore That
Wee The Said Vicar Generall do by these presents assign and
confirm the said before described gallery and seates therein to
the Rector of the said parish charch of Wigan for the time being, to
the end that he may zllot or dispose of the said seates to and for
the uses of standing, sitting, knecling, and hearing Divine Service
and sermons therein To such parishioners or inhabitants of the
parish of Wigan who will oblige themselves to pay for the same
such rent as shall be agreed upon towards raising of a salary for
an organist, and to the sole use benefitt and advantage of the
organist for the time being to an organ, when and where it shall
by due authority be erccted or sett up in the said c¢hurch (the
Jurisdictionof the Ordinaryalwaies Reserv'd); And because a stair
case is not {as we are informed} yet built to lead up to the said
gallery as it was intended to be, Wee do also by these prescnts
give and prant free Leave and Liberty to the said Rector to
build or cause a convenient stairase (s intended) to be built Lo
the same, In Testimony whercof Wee have cansed these our
letters Testimonial to be made and given under the seale of our
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office the thirteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord God
according to the Computation of the Church of England onc
thousand seven hundred and nine” b

The matter did not end here, however, nor was the organ
placed in the church during rector Finch's time. It was not tll
some two years later that the ceatroversy was determined in
favour of the rector and churchwardens, as appuars by the follow-
ing faculty issued by the bishop himsclf;

“ Wiran Facultar ad LEvigend™ Tabulatum pro Organds in
cecl'ia praa.

To all Christian people to whom these presents shall come,
William by divine permission Lord Bishop of Chester sendeth
greeting.  Whereas it appears to us by allegafons prools and
Testimonials made and admitted, on the behalf of the lonbk
and Reverend Edward Finch, clerk, Rector, and William Holland
and William Taylor, churchwardens, of Wigan, in the County of
laancaster and Diocese of Uhester {in a certain cavse or busenes
of taking down or demolishing certain seats or a gallery within
the church and chancel of Wigan afvresaid, p'tended to belung
to the Mayor and Aldermen of Wigan aforesaid, and the erection
of an Organ there, or in some other part of the said churcly),
inatituted in our Consistory Court of Chester, appeal’d to the
Metropolitical Court of York, and from thence appeal'd to dis-
cussed and hnally determin'd in the High Court of Delugates
promoted by Ralph Banks, gent. Syndic of y* Mayor, Hailifls,
and Burgesses of the Burrough of Wigan afuresaid, 5 Roger
Bradshaigh, Bar., Richard Winstanley and William Glascbrooke,
plaintiffs on the one part, against the said Honbe and Reverceod
Fdward Finch, William lulland and William Taylor Detis on
the other part, That an Organ was formerly set in a Gallery or
Loift built between the two Hollow pillars which divide the new
and old chancell of the said charch, That the said Organ and
Loft were taken down and demolish'd, in the time of the late
Rebellion, That in the year of our Lord, 1630, a Gallery with

' From the onginal in the [hecsan Kegialry,
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seats was erected, for the use of the Mayor and Aldermen of the
said Burrough, by the License, permission, and consent of the
Right Reverend Father in God, John, then Lord Bishop of
Chester and Rector of Wigan, to continue only Hll such time as
the parishioners should think fit to promote so good a work as
the building or restering an Organ there, That the said parish-
ioners, at a vestry or parish meeting, by a very great majority, have
express'd their approbation and eacrnest desire that an Organ
may be restor'd and erected in or near the place where the said
former Organ stood, That the takeing down the Arch and Wall
betwixt the said two Hollow Pillars will not be any disadvantage
to, or diminution of, the strength of the said Pillars or Fabrick of
the said Church, And lastly that the Judges of the said Court of
Delegates, have by their Sentence dismist the said Cause or
Busicnes, and cendemned the said plaintifis in one Hundred
pounds for costs, payable to the said Defd, Now know yee that
Wee the said Bishop, willing to promote so generous and so
pious a work at the desire of the said Honb® and Reverend
Edward Finch, Rector of Wigan, do bhereby give cur License
Leave and Authority to the said Edward, to take down the said
Arch and wall betwixt the said two hollow pillars, which divide
the new and old chancel of the said church, and there to build a
Gallery or Organ Loft, and in the same Loft to set up an Organ
in or near the place where the said Organ stood as aforesaid, for
the more laudable and solemn direction and performance of
Pzalmody in the worship of God in the said church, and to the
use of the Parishioners of the said Parsh. In witnes whereol
wee have caus’d the seal of the Office of our Vicar General
to be put te the p'sents Given at Chester the Twenty-hith day
of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand seaven hundred
and twelve, in the fifth year of our consecration. Heficus Prescott
Reg“i Dep‘“!."l

Cn gth June, t7i0, twelve church leys were voted by the
parish, amounting to about £126, to be levied on the owners and

' Chester Dijotewn Register.
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inheritors of goods, chattels, lands, and tenements within the
parish “for and towards the repaic of the top of the steeple and
white washing and repairing of the said Farish Church.” It does
not appeat, however, that more than about £7o or £80 was
expended upon the steeple and spires in that year, the remainder
of the money being used for the ordinary expenses of the church
or handed over to the churchwardens for the ensuing year.

The Reverend John Lowe, reader of Wigan, was buried at
Wigan 2oth September, 1711.?

It appears from a letter of Sir William Dawes, Lord bishop of
Chester, to Sir John Bridgeman, baronet, of gth February, 1713-4,
that the Honourable and Revercnd Edward Finch resigned the
rectory of Wigan on the 25th of November, 1713, and that the
bishop signed his letter of acceptance on 1st December following.

Mr. Edward Finch married Mary, daughter of . . . . Stanley,
He was married before he came to Wigan; but he docs not
appear to have had any children. There is no mention of any
in the Wipgan parish registers; nor is there any notice of his
children in Collins's Peerage.  On resigning the rectory at Wigan
he probably retired to his canonry at York, where he died in
February, t737-8, and lies buried in the cathedral. The extreme
carc which he took in transcribing bishop Bridgeman's Wigan
Leger, 50 as to ensure accuracy in the most trifling particulars,
may perhaps afford some indication to his character. His arms
were ! argeml, g cAevron between liree griffing passan! wings
endorsed sabir,

The bishop seems to have been under an impression, at the
time of Finch's resignation, that the rectory of Wigan was held
in some way by Sir Orlando Bridgeman’s trustees in trust for
the bishop of Chester. He expressed himsclf willing to accept
the nomination of Sir John Bridgeman and the other trustees,
but as a2 matter of duty towards his bishopric, he wished to be
first satisfied on this point; as o which suficicnt proof appears
to have been given.

T Wyman Hayochial Regnler.
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SAMUEL ALDERSEY, who was presented to the rectory of
Wigan by 5ir John Bridgeman, baronet, and his co-trustees,
was instituted joth April, 17141  He was the second son, and
eventual heir of Thomas Aldersey, of Aldersey and Spurstow, In
the county of Chester, Esq. He was bom at Chester, 4th Dec-
ember, 1673, % and in October, 1702, waa curate of Harprave in
Cheshire.

Scon alter he became rector of Wigan he came into collision
with the corporation touching the manorial rights, It appears
that ever since the award between the rector and the corporation
by Sir Orlando Bridgeman, Chief Justice of the Common Pleas,
dated 28th September, 1663, the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgesses of
Wigan had held from the rectors the Easter Leet, the Ascension
Fair, and the Monday Market, on leases of 21 years, which were
determinable, however, on the voidance of the benefice. After
the resignation of Mr. Finch, and before any lease had been
granted by Mr. Aldersey, the corporation proceeded to hold the
Easter Lect, and took the tolls at the Ascension Fair in the vear
t714- This was resented by Mr. Aldersey, who refused to renew
the lease unless the corporation would acknowledge their mistake
by a dced under their common seal. This they accordingly did
by an instrument dated 14th December, 1714, acknowledging
that they claimed no right other than under the aforesaid leases;
after which Mr. Aldersey granted them a lease for 21 years,
which was renewed by him on r4th Decamber, 1735.

Mr. Aldersey's name frst ccours in the Wigan vestry book at
a meeting held 8th Angust, 1714, when the following resolutions
were passed, shewing that the new organ was now broupght into
use in Wigan church {probably for the first time since the usur-
pation) in the performance of divine service: “It is this day
order'd and apreed at a Vestry Meeting (Notice first given) That
an order made the th of August, 1666, is hereby Ratified and

* Entlorsemenl on Presentalien tn Diocesan Reginry.
= Lleloly's {rmeronl’s Chesiven, vol, §i. po 7ae.
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Confirm'd, That two Leys amounting to the sim of one and
twenty pounds be allowed, viz, twenty pounds for a capable
Organist, and twenty shillings for a Bellows Blower, and in con-
sideration of the above¥d sums the §d Crganist and Blower shall
be oblidged to attend Divine Service on all Sundays and Holy
days thr'out the year, and it is further agreed that the Revd the
Rector, Mr. Aldersey, shall have the Nomination of the td
Organist during his Incumbency.

And it is further order'd that the profitts of the seats of the
Western Gallery shall be applyed to James Winstanley and
Matthew Scott untill such time as they %e rcimburs'd their
remaining charges of . . . . 8d gallery, and it is further order'd
¥ the Letting, Sctting, and Recciving shall be managed p James
fiinch, Parish Clerk, and that he shall be allowed 105, p ane. for
his trouble. And it is further order'd y! when the 1d Jis Win-
stanley and Matthew Scott’s just demands are satisfied, the
ensueing profitts of the ¥l gallery shall be for the use and repair
of the organ.” [Signed by] “ Sam' Alderscy, Rectt,” and many
others,

Mr. Betts {the Arst organist) received a payment of £8 an 8th
September, 1714, for playing upon the organ; but he did not
long retain the post, for in the following March Mr, Alan or Alen
received a full half-year's salary as organist.

On 21st September, 1704, there is an entry in the church-
wardens' accounts of a small payment to the ringers at the King's
[Geerge 1] landing, and on 29th October a larger fee for ringing
at the time of the King's coronation, and the birth of the Prince.

Mr. Aldersey’s sixth son and eventual heir, Samuel Aldersey,
was christened at Wigan gth December, 17140

The ivllowing entrics in the churchwardens’ accounts in Nov.
ember, 1715, would scemn to imply that such of the army of the
Chevalier S5t. George as were brought to Wigan after the pencral
surrender at Preston on the 14th of November, were lodged in
the church.

* Wigan Farsh Hegisivr.
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“Spent upon assistance for to remove the Church
goods when the Rebells was brought into s 4
the Church .......... et hra et I
Pd the Centuary [sentry] for Garding the Organs 4 ©
Pd to 7 men for Clenesing the Church wo the
Reblls went out. v iiesiierine e searas nm 6
P4 for Beesoms Canell Candles Sand and Mopps 2 5
Pd te 3 men and ¢ women 1 day and a hali
clenesing and Washing and Scouring ....... 12 g

Of the forty-nine prisoners who were convicted in Lancashire,
of whom forty-seven suffered the penalty of death, fve were
hanged at Wigan. ¢

From several entries in the Wigan Leg:er it appears that the
houses originally built on the waste were still held of the rector
in Aldersey's time by tenants at will. Mr, Aldersey records on
Jan. 4th. 1715{-6]: ¥ This day came to me Charles Houghton
and desired I would bestow upon him that house standing at the
end of yt Scoles, in which his mother, Elizabeth Houghton, lived
and died; and he disclaims any right or title it; and ack-
nowlcdges himself to be tenant at will to y= rector of Wigan as
Lord of y* Maror. To which I consent, and do this day admit
him tenant during pleasure : he promising to keep y* house in
pood repair, and not to harbour any pedlars, or such like
vagabonds” [Signed] “Sam! Aldersey, Charles Houghton ;
witness, Ra: Bancks, William Seddon.”

“June 27, 1716, This day came to me Margery Dean, wid,
and desired she might be admitted Tenant at will to that house
in y° lane near y¢ pound,? in which her late Husband, Peter
Decan, liv'd and died, and she disclaims any right or title to it,
but declares she hoids it by y*® sole will and pleasure of y* Rector

o

' Paines' fascaskire, vol. il p. 67

* Supposing the pound or pinfold (o have always been where it stoad in 186y, jout
inside the wall of the back yard of the Hall grounds, at the seuth-west comer adjoining
the Mesnes, any houses that may cver have existed $n the lape leading to the hack
yotrance of the 1all, 2nd to the Mesnes, had entizely disappeared hefare that date.
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of Wigan as Lord of y* Manor of Wigan, to which I consent,
and do this day admit her tenant at will, she keeping ¥ sd housc
in good repair”  [Signed] *Sam' Aldersey, Margery Dean X her
mark ; witness, Ra: Bancks, Sam!! Rowland.”

“Scept 20, 1716, Henry Greenhaugh having built a shippen
or Cow house consisting of twa bays of building, on y* comaon
comonly call'd y¢ school comon, adjoining or near to a croft of
James Banks, desires to be acdmitted tennant at will to y* Rector
of Wigan as Lord of y* Manor, to which I consent, he paying
such reasonable rent as y* Rector for the time being shall
impese” [Signed] “S3am' Aldersey, Henry Greenhough; witnes,
Ra: Bancks, Geo. Valentine.”

We have an incidental notice of a confirmation being held in
the church in September, 1716, when the churchwardens make a
small charge for money paid to John Pennington for giving
notice twice to the persons that were to be conhirmed by the
bishop to come in time.

In the yvear 1716-7 the west and south doers of the church
were repaired or rencwed, as appears by the following entries in
the churchwardens' accounts : “ Paid to Thomas Green for wood
and workmanship for the west doors as g his Bill appears
L4 4. 114 Spent on the workmen snd assistance on hanging
the chur. doors 2. & Paid him more for wood and workman-
ship for the south doors as per his bill £4 16s. 24"  There was
a further payment to Wm. Asscroft, mason, for ncw stone
thresholds for the west and south dvers; and a payment of
£5 165, to Jonath. Jnoson for iron work for the south doors and
two locks and scushions.

In the same year there was “a silver callice [chalice] for private
macraments " provided at a cost of L1 45 64 ; and a dog whip
for 11,

On * August gth, 1717, It is this day order'd and agreed at a
Parish meeting in the Parish Church of Wigan of the gentlemen
and other inhabitants of this Parish, notice frst given, that twelve
church leyes amounting to the sum of a hundred and twenty
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six pound or thereabouts should be forthwith levied and gathered
on the owners and Inheritors of Lands, Goods, and Chatiels
within the said Parish for and towards the repairs of the sd
Parish Church, weh sd sum when collected to be paid into the
hands of Mr. Jno. Righy and Mr. Jerimiah Taylor, churchwardens,
and to be by them pd and digburst for the uses afores? and other
necessarys belenging to the s¢ Church; and it is further agreed
the Little Bell call'd the Catherine Bell y* is now Eroke shonld he
cast anew and made for Trible Tunable to the rest of the five
Bells, and when cast the sd six Bells to be hang'd anew, and the
2bove-mentoned sum when collected should be applyd to the
uses aforesd,” [Signed] “ Henry Mason, Major,” and twelve
others.

The family of Scott who had the work of bell-casting in Wigan
for more than one generation seem to have passed away, and the
new bell was cast by Ralph Ashton, bell founder, at a cost of
£49 75 64, including the cost of the new metal which exceeded
the weight of the old metal to which it was added. It was
probably to bring the third bell into tune with the others that
Thomas Walker, Jonathan Johnson, and others, were paid 65 64,
for cutting the third bell. The bell Acor was replanked this year;
and Mr. Allen, the former organist, was succeeded by Mr,
James Parrin, who occupied the post for many years, and
retained it till his death in April, 17ro.

Mr. Henry Prescott (Vicar General and Official Principal}, ina
letter to bishop Gastrell, then at Oxford, dated November gth,
1717, says: * Ever since Mr. Finch took down the pallery in the
church of Wigan, where the Corporation sate together, they have
sate promiscuously, or absecnted themselves from the church,
Mr. Shackerley, however, has now generously offered to build or
buy a proper seat for them. {It is built with oak all finisht, and
will hold 8¢ persons—wete). A gallery, erected by woluntary
contributions, at the West End, and confirmed in Trust to the
Rector, for the use of the Organ, viz, for the Repair or Beau-
tifying of it (a salary of £20 per annum being otherwise settled
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on the Organist) is the place Axed upon. [ staid at Wigan
several days after the Visitation ended, on this affair, Sir Reger
Braidshaigh soliciting the matter on y* behalf of Mr. Shackerley
and the Corporation. The gallery when set to persons who
wanted seats, made uncertain Rates, sometimes £€, sometimes
£6. and at others but £4 per an. Therefore the sum of £100
was demanded by Mr. Aldersey, or in his behalf, of Mr, Shacker-
ley, for it, for hee delights to have it his own gift, and ta have no
contributor to y* Beneficence.  He yet hesitates at y© same and
thinks it too high. If the matter proceed, part of the money will
build a sufficient gallery, with scats on the north side for the
meaner gort who wants scats, which, with y* rest of y* money, is to
be canverted as above to y* use of y= Orzan.  And this will be a
means to reduce the Corporation to a good Temper, and perhaps
to make Mr. Shackerley a Representative to it | am sorry that
s pood an act shouwld, in the end be made to originate in so
guestionable a motive.” 1 “Teter Shackerley, Esq., alderman of
Wigan, and formerly representative of the same in Parliament,”
accordingly obtained a faculty for the acquirement of this pallery
*for the use of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Bailiffs and other
officers of the Corporation of Wigan upon Sundays and Holy-
days”™ on 15th Aupust, 1718 ; and the rector gave up his right to
it in consideration of the saidd Peter Shakerley having uncertaken
to lay out a competent sum of money for a better and more
certain fund towards the maintenance of an orgamist.  Pcter
Shakerley was returned member for the Borsugh of Wigan, with
Sir Richard Standish, 1o0th March, 1689.9a, and again with Sir
Roger Bradshaigh, Bart, 7th November, 1695, but oot alter-
wards.

About two months before, on 26th June, 1718, William Brown,
glazier, of Wigan, obtained a faculty from Thomas Wainwright,
Vicar (General and Official Principal of Francis [Gastrelt] Lord
bishop of Chester, to crect a gallery, with seats therein, over the

' Semmps relaging to the Yivery of Wopnn, peprinie! fesm the 1pen Examines,
New Sericy, Nuo, L 1 4
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north isle and under the fifth arch on the north side of the church
of Wigan, in length from north to south 19 feet, and in breadth
from east to west 15 feet or thereabouts, with a convenient stair-
case leading thereto, and to reserve to himself such as he shall
require for himself and his family, and appropriate the rest as
with the approbation of the rector shall seem most expedient. I

At the annual vestry meeting on 15th April, 1718, a sum of
£126 was voted by the parishioners for flagging the three isles
of the church and making a new clock (or repairing of the old
one); both of which works were accomplished in the course of
the ensuing year. There was also a payment made that year for
gilding the sun dial over the church porch, and a payment for
“repairing the curtains at the alter.”

On 17th January, 1718-9, Sir Roger Bradshaigh, Bart., obtained
a faculty to build up his chancel or oratory (then ruinous),
situate at the south east end of the parish church, adjoining the
rector’s upper chancel northwards, containing one and thirty feet
in length and twenty in breadth or thereabouts, and also to take
down a gallery on the south side of the nave filling the whole
uppermost arch on the same side, and three seats or pews under
the said gallery adjoining the partition wall, between the said
south side of the nave and the said chancel or oratory eastwards,
and also a seat commonly said to belong to Edward Langton of
Low, Esq., westwards, to finish the said chancel or oratory with
an entrance or door at the cast end thereof, to take down the
partition walls between it and the rector’s said upper chancel
northwards, and the east cnd of the said south side of the nave
westwards, to raise or advance the said gallery to an equal and
uniform height with the great south gallery, and to lay timber in
the south wall whercon to raise or advance the same, to build
convenient seats therein and a staircase up to the same, to alter
and disposc of the said three seats or pews under the said gallery
in such deccent form and manner as he should judge fit, and

* Chester Diocesan Register.
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atso to crect or build one other convenient scat where the first
landing place of the present stairs is, in case he should think 6t
to turn the descent another way. ! This work was cvidently
accomplished, for in 1716-20 there is a charge of 4+ in the
churchwardens' accounts for “ making the church clean wh Sir
Koger Braded chapell walls was taken down”

On 28th November, 17200 John Baldwin also obtained a
faculty 1o erect seats in the church.s

On 1st August, 1721, Theophilus Ward and Elizabeth his
wife were accepted by the rector as tenants at will of that cottage
in Wigan Lane, near the long well, formerly called Moss's cottage.

In 1722-3 there is an outlay charged in the parish accounts of
£22 18s. 64 for gilding the urgzan in the church,

On 15th March, k7 26-7, Peter Orrell dasires to be admitted as
tenant at will to that cottage in Whelley Lane, the high-most
house in the satd lane, in which William Seddon lately lived.
He disclaimed all rizlit and title to it save what he hath from the
rector as Lord of the Manor, agrees to pay such reasonable rent
as the rector fur the time Leing shall impose, to keep the cottage
in good repair, and not to harbour any vagranis or vagabunds,
and he is aceepted accordingly.

At a parish meeting held znd June, 1732, 0t was agreed that
the bells should be recast to the number of ciehit; and they were
accordingly recast by Mr. Rodhall of Gloucester, whose account
for recasting them is as follows :

“The weight of thic old Bulls Weight of the new Bells as
was as [ullows: under :
£ 1 L L L] Ik
1 Bell ..., [En T I Bl ... 7 2 26
2 Bell...... 11 2 23 b Bell...... 8 1 2
™ Rell. ... E2 2 2 MBedl..... 9 o n
45 Bl 1 1 40 Bl ooz o3
s Bl L2220 23 s Bell.... 14 o 8
' hisin Dewosann Bogoaien L[ ¥ A
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& 1 h c q k
GOt Bell...... 25 3 22 64 Bell,..... 16 o 2z
r—— 7ib Bell ,..... 21 2 27
wo 3 6 &h Bell...... 29 2 14
New Mettall
added to the} 7 2 1D
8 new Belis
118 1 16 18 1 16
£ 5 d

17¢ 29 10 of new Mettall at e2d perlb. comeste o8 10 ©
Casting 100¢ 39 6 of old mettall at £1 35 64

Der CoCOMES 0 ot e s b 112 8 o
The Little Bell weighs 69140 at 12dplb.comesto 3 g 6
Clapper to the Little Bell and fitting it ., e © 2 6

For 8 new clappers to the 8 new Bells weighing
22 19 74 at &4 p 1b. comes to . 9
For 8 Baldrings, 3 of them being double stapled I i

Sh g

£228 2 "

This sum was pajd to Mr. Rudhal! in the year 1723 ; but this
did not cover the whole sxpense, for the following items also
appear in the churchwardens' accounts for 1732, for money dis-
burst on account of the new bells:

Pd John Bury for carriage of g headstocks for the

bells from Manchestr.. ieea

verines @ § O
Pd him for carriage of thc llttIe bell vinaae O L0
Pd him for Car. of Mr. Wrigleys Teg]es [Tackles?]

Ropes & othr materials from and Back againe to

Manchestt .ot ririrre e e o 5 O
P4 Ralph Baldwin for 2 Tree ...ccvvvveiecipesnsennss 0 0 0
Pd Mr. Curghey for Timber p bill .....viiiiiiiiee 25 © ©
P4 Wm fleetwood for timber p bill soveinennnnn. o0 o o
I'd Richd ffell for 93 foot of Deals 31{ p foot...... 1 5 3
P4 Alderman Markland for Boards p bill ......... 2 2 2z
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F A N
Pd Robert Banckes Esq. for an Ash tree ......... 0 6

M for Danzick Cack at Warrington & Carriage

PBIll e ecrre e e . 33
P4 Mr. Wrigley for headstocks... 3 2 1
P4 for carriage of the Little Bell

from Salogp... e L0 3 3K 13 3
P him for haumng thc B now Bel]s 30 o 0
Pa Mr. Wrigley for hanging the small Bell......... o 3§
Pd Mr. Curghey & Henry Seddon for carting

Timber from Wood each £1 4 o0........ beirens 2 8
P4 Mr. Curghey for od carriage p bill............... 0 8
P in expences in going to Salop with the old

Bells and bringing back the new ones aa

appeares p 2 bill of particulars..................... 20 1
P4 Mr. Curghey & partner Ra. Jolly & partner

Wm Chadwick & partner W™ Bridghouse &

partner for gaing and bringing back the Bells

from Salop ..o 16 o
P Alderman Browne for casting y© 16 new Bell

steps & 8 Dushes for the 8 Rowlers as appears

Phill.oeer e 11
M Widdow Mollincux for solb weight of Lirmum

trier wood for the 8 Rowlers.. ... o 7
P4 John Langshaw for turning and bushing the 8

Rowlers ..oooviiniiiriiiin s e o 8
P for attending the ncw Bclls 2 nights 2 men

each night ... o 4
P4 for 3 Rassills for to cover the headstocks. .. ... o 3
P4 for Letters from Mr. Rudall p bill ............... o 3
P4 for leading the Bark ...cocivi i ciisiiiee 0O
Pd James Bibby for nailes p bill ..............cns 0 10
P4 Jomathan Johnson p bill.......... i 14 g
Pd Michael Moss p bill.......o o Ig

P4 Ric? flell for work p 3 bills..oovs oo oovaniiinnens 4 1o

4

=

&

=]

PO o B B A o T
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P Edward Glazbrook p bill......ooniiiiviiivinnnn, o8 2
Fd Mr. Bridge for cleaning & putting new springs

& Jacks & hammers & quarters to the gleck... 1 2 6
Pd Mr. Leigh for drawing articles & stamps when

the agreem! was made with Mr. Rudhall......... o 14 11
Pd for drink that Mr. Wrigley and his men had

when they workt at the Bells and fframes as

APPLArs P TCCEIPES. e iainnien e e S, 31t 5
Spt on Manchestr Preston Bolton Dean Lcjgh

Liverpool 8 other ringers when they came to

ring the new Bells. i iiiiiciiicis 115 ©
Paid for drink & laid out of pockett at makeing

contracts & Bargaines with carters and other

workmen and also at weighing the bells &

loading and unloading the bells & goeing for &

bringing back y© weigh beame to 5¢ Thomas

Standish & charges in poeing to Warrington to

buy plancks & charges on the carters & men y¢

night before the bells were scnt away also the

night that they brought in the new beils......... 6 10 ¢

£Li6r 3 14
For the churchwardens 2 Horses to Salop allowd
Ao the gentlemen in generall.ovaiiiinnn. 01z o
Pd the sextons p bill ..o G, 21110
L6y 6 1134

From the above statement in the churchwardens' accounts it
migtht have been inferred that the new bells were cast at Shrews-
bury ; but they were in fact cast at Gloucester by Abraham
Rudhall, as appears by the inscriptions on the bells, There are
cight bells and a ting tang.  These were re-hung in 1875, and the
tenor bell, which had been eracked, was recast in that year by
J. Taylor of Loughborough, in the time of the present rector.
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The weight of the new tenor being about 28 cwt.  The inserip-
tions, on all but the new tenor, are engraved in capital letters on
the crown of the bells.

{Treble} Vear God: Honowr the King. AR, 1732,

2. Pvace and pood Neighbourhood, AR, 1732

1. Prosperity to the Church of England. A K. 1732,

4. Prosperity to this Town and Parish. AR 1732
5
6.

We were all cast at Glawcester by Abr. Rudhall, AR, 1732
James Laland and Thomas Lowe, Churchwardens. AR,
1732

7. Samucl Aldersey, Rector. AR 1732
The 8th bell has oo one side the sacred monogram L1115, and
on the other,

1 To the Church the living call
And to the prave do summeoen all,
On the Ting Tany Bell—Come away, make no delay. AR
1732

The quarters strike on the first and fourth bells ; the bours on
the tenor.

The board in the bellry contains the record of the first peal
of grandsire triples koewn to have buen rung by Wigan ringers,
This feat was accomplished in (870

In the year r757 there is an entry in the churchwardensy’
accounts of 7s. for a hat and silver lace for Wm. Eccersall.

In the year 1733-9 the church tower was repaired.  Amongst
other payments for the same, £11 was paid to Michael Wouwl
for “ pointing the steeple,” and £3 155 for * chipping the stone
of the upper part of the steeple.”  Andrew Latham was also paid
£o 185 g4 fur stone for the steeple pillars, and for dressing and
sctting the same.

In 1739-40 Mr. Marsh was paid £4 165 for painting a new
deal pulpit, reading desk, sound board, and gilding the reading
desk.

The last time rector Aldersey’s name occurs in the parish
registers as taking duty in the church was in the perfonnance of
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a marriage service on 2nd August, 1740. On the same day he
signed his name to a mesorandum in the Wigan Leger to the
effect that he had admitted Mr. Curghey of Swindley as tenant at
will to the cottage in Wigan Lane, near the long well, formerly
called Moss's cottage,

The Rev, Samuel Aldersey, rector of Wigan, died 16th April,
and was buried at Wigan 2oth April, 1741,

He had succ¢eeded his elder brother Robert Aldersey, Esq., in
the estates of Aldersey and Spurstow in the county of Cheshire,
zoth January, 1730, but continued to reside at Wigan till his
death. He married Henrietta, daughter of Henry Bridgeman,
D.D, dean of Chester and bishop of Sedor and Man; by whom
he had & large family, viz, 1. Thomas Aldersey, baptized at
Bunbury sth Auvgust, 1703, who died in his infancy. 2. Thomas
Aldersey, M.D, baptized at Bunbury sth August, 1704; married
Mary, eldest daoghter and coheiress of Carnelius Hignett of
Darland and Ashton, Esq., but died without issue in 1743 at
Wigan, 3. John Aldersey, baptized at Bunbury zist November,
t705, who died without issue. 4 Robert Aldersey, baptized at
Tarporley 24th May, 1700, who disd without issue. 5. Henry
Aldersey, born at Bunbury 1710, who died unmarried. 6. Samuel
Aldersey, baptized at Wigan gth December, 1714, who succeeded
his father in the family estates. 7, Orlando Aldersey, born 29th
MNovember and baptized at Wigan 8th December, 1715, who died
young, and was buried at Wigan 7th Jaouary, 1725-6. 8. Bridge-
man Aldersey, baptized at Wigan sth February, 1616-7, who
married Nancy, davghter of Foote Gower, M.I}, and had issue
Maria, who married and died in Liverpool, leaving a daughter
Isabella. 9. Randal Aldersey, baptized at Wigan 14th Decem-
ber, 1720, who died an infant, and was buried at Wigan 3jrd
May, 1721. 10, Henry Aldersey, baptized at Wigan zth
Scptember, 1723, The daughters were: t. Anne, baptized at
Bunbury Bth November, t706; married 1st, at Wigan, 15th June,
1725, to Mr. Humphrey Kynaston of Chester, by whom she had
tssue John Kynaston, clerk, M.A., Fellow of Brazenose College,
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Oxford, who died at Wigan, and was buried there 26th May,
1783, aged 54; and zndly to ... . Helt, Esq. 2. Elizabeth, boern
4th January, 1707, who was married at Wigan in February,
1723-3, to the Kev, Ralph Markham, A.M., rector of Tarporley.
3. Jane, marricd at Wigan 22nd December, 1730, to Mr. Thomas
Lancaster of Warrington. 4 Marparet, wifc of . . . . Hesketh,
had a son who died wnmarried. 5. Mary, who wasx buried at
Wigan 2ath January, 1717-8, unmarried. 6. Henretta, baptized
at Wigan jtat July, 1718, who died in her infancy, and was
buried at Wigan 15t May, 1719,

The Rev. Samuel Aldersey, junior, the 6th son, succeeded to
his [ather, the late rector of Wiran, at Aldersey, and carried on
the line, He was entercd of Christ Church Caollegre, Oxford, 2Gth
Naovember, 1731, aged 17. By his Arst wile Margaret, daughtor
and coheiress of Cornelivs Hignett of Darland and Ashton, Esq.,
who died in January, 1783, he had issue among others, a son
Samuel Aldersey, who eventually succeeded to the family estates,
whose grandson, Thomas Aldersey, is now of Aldericy and
Spurstow, Esq.  His arms are Gules, ont a bend ouprailed argent
Setrweren three cinguefoils or, 3 leopards’ heads carbossed vert,

There ta a portrait at Aldersey 11all of the Kev. Samorl
Aldersey, rector of Wigan, in the 6oth year of his age, painted
by James Fellows, 17233.

From the parish registers and vestry books, it appears that
Georpe Bowyer was curate at Wigan parish church when Mr.
Aldersey became rector.  His name last appears in the books
and September, 1715, The name of John Baldwin first appears
in April of the same year, and afterwards continually at all the
vestry mectings till April, 1720, and from the position it occupics
he was probably curate, though be does not sign himscll s,
Thomas Eden appears as curate 28th Januvary, 1725-2, up to
2g9th June, 17220 On 27th March, 1722, the name of John
Haldwin, junr, occurs at the vestry mecting: on (6th April of the
following year the same name and handwriting occur as John
Baldwin, curate, and he seems to have remained at Wigan as
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curate till after Mr. Aldersey’s death, together with Thomas Edge,
who first occurs as curate 4th Scptember, 1736 Samuel Lover
continued to hold the curacy at Hindley during afl Mr. Aldersey's
time, and frequently eccurs at the Wigan vestry meetings

RoGER BRIDGEMAN, who suceseded Aldersey, was presented
151, and admitted 12th,? May, 1741, There is no record of his
institution in the Diocesan Registers,

He was the second surviving son of Sir John Bridgeman, third
baronet, of Castle Dromwich, in the county of Warwick, by
Ursula, daughter and sole heiress of Roger Matthews of Blod-
well, in the county of Salop, Esg.  Born at his mother's house,
Blodwell Halt, on Sunday, 2oth October, 1700, he was privately
baptized the same day, and afterwards, on Tuesday, 2gth of the
sume month, brought to Blodwell chureh to be received by Mr.
Humphreys, the vicar? He was entered at Orel College,
Oxford, 4th July, 1718, being then 17 years of age; was made
B.A. in 1722, and M.A. zoth March, 1724-5.* He afterwards
became Fellow of Oricl, and was made IhDin 17365 He was
urdained deacon on Sunday, joth May, 1725, by John [Potter],
Lishop of Oxlord, in the church of St. Mary the Virgin, at Oxford,
under letters «dimissary from the bishop of Lichfield, in whose
diocese he secems to have had a title given him by a certain Dr,
Archerb

In April of that ycar, his father, Sir John Bridgeman, wrote
to inform him that Lord Cholmondeley? had reserved a chap-
lain's placc for him.

' Chester rocesan Rq‘;iul\"r.
? Family Frvilerces,
1 55t John Bridgeman's Family Hilite,
* Foxter's Afwmnd Cronienscs.
LT
Aty Evisleneos.
P Lipnrae, third Earl af Chelmonideley, who bl then Iately sucoveded his brother
Iugh, scoond Eadd, was a mear nelative ol Sir John Hri{lgl:m:m, hci:ghh firsl comin
o e maoler's sile
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Roger Bridgeman became rector of Plemstall,t in Cheshire, in
or before the month of October, 1727, which had become vacant
by the death of Mr. Webster, and on 18th December of the same
year he was appointed minister of Castle Bromwich chapel,? in
the county of Warwick, both of which were then donatives in the
gift of Sir John Bridpeman.

The bishop's jurisdiction over the rector of Plemstall was
questioned by the recter, who claimed freedom from his controul
as Ordinary, and declined to attend the visitations, or to pay any
fees.

In December, 1729, Roger Bridgeman received a letter from
Mrs. Katherine Bridgeman, relict of his uncle Orlando Bridgeman,
Eaq..informing him that the vicarape of Clifton, 3 in Warwickshire,
was then vacant, by the death of Mr. Basset, and offering to
present him to it, if he will accept it, to be held with his other
benchees.

In the year 1737, on the death of Thomas Marrall, vicar of
Bolton-le-Moors, in the county of Lancaster, Roper Bridpeman,
then Doctor in Divinity, was nomirated by Sir John Bridgeman
to the vicarmage. The rectory and tithes of Bolton, which
belonged to the bishop of Chester, had been let in December,

' ‘The church of Plemandstall, ar Plemstall, was angimally u rectory in the gilt of the
Hmﬂ:ryd‘ﬂti Petcr amd %, "aul at Shrewsbury., 1t sulmequently became the pro.
pexly of the College al 8L John in Chester, which had hicence from the hishon to
sppropriste The rectory in 1391, alter which it was served by @ vicar with 2 peosion of
#0 marks.  Afier the dlaolution the approprated reetory fell intu the hamls of che
Marbaries in 1501, from whom it wax purchowl by bishop Brislgeman in May, 1020
The bishop's gramulson Sir ohn Brdgeman, bast., by b will devisal the reet ey and
tlithes of The parish of Flemstall to e foc ever enjoyed by such peraon as shall
officiate in the church therein by appaintment of s (%ic [ohin Hewlgeman's) heir
male for the time bwing.  The adeowpen has recently been wold by the present Eal
of Hralfurd, in the sear 138%0, o the Key, B W Luwe, of Birkenhesd.

* The chapel of Castle Bromwich was simlarly endowed by Sir fubn Bridpeman
with the 1ithes of 1the vraship of Uastle Hromwach,

¥ The manar and adsowson of 47 Tton bad been weithsd wpon his yrunger son,
Orlaavls Bridgeman, Ewy, by sar Jobs Brolgeman, Iaronet (the first of thal name),
wha bhad endawnd the vicarage wih 2 peation ol the tithes, The cvate aftcrwanty
pasacid by the wall of the srid Katherine Brtzeman to the Kev, Kogee Brigeman

4 M
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1670, by Joha [Pearson] then bishop, on a lease of lives, to Sir
Orlando Bridgeman, keight and baronet, and John Bridgeman of
Castle Bromwich, Esq, his son and heir apparent, by the name
of the rectory and parsonage of Rolton in the Moores in the
county ol Lancaster, and other things known by the name of the
prebend of Bolton in the cathedral church of Lichfield annexed
to the archdeaconry of Chester,  The Lessees undertook to pay
an annual sum of £26 to the Lishop, to provide a maintenance
fur the vicar, and to save the bishop and his successors harmless
from all rents, pensions, tenths, taxes, and other impositions
whatsocver, which shall be due or payable for or by reason of
the said rectory or premiscs to the King's Majesty, to the vicar
of Bolton, to the church at Iichfield or to any other person, and
the demise was made spon trust that wien, and 5o long, and as
often as, the said vicar of lolton shall be vicar thercof at the
nomination or prescntation of the said Sir Orlando Bridgeman
ot ltis heirs that the whole benefit and proft of the said prebend,
rectory, parsonage and premises hereby demised, the rents,
anfuities, pensions, and other necessary reprisals thereout issuing,
and a yearly sum of 420 for a schoolmaster at Wigland only
deducted and accepted, shall yearly go and be to the use and
benefit of such vicar for the time being, but in case any person
shall be vicar of Bolton who shall not be vicar thereof at the
nomination or presentation of the szid Sir Orlando Bridgeman or
his lwirs, that then the profit and benefit of the said prebend, &c,
shall be for the use and henefit of such other person or persons
who shall be neminated in that behalf by the said Sir Orlande
Bridgeman or lis Licizs, and shall be licensed by the Lord Bishop
of Chester for the time being to preach and officiate in the =aid
church.t  The bishops, however, appear to have generally retained
the appaintment of the vicars of Belton in their own hands, not-
withstunding the words of the demise, and Roger Bridgeman
would =cem to have been the only one ever nominated by Sir
Orlamdo Bridgeman or his heirs,  On this occasion there seems

' Family Evidences,
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to have been a dispute between the bishop [Samuc] Peploe] and
Dr. Bridgeman with respect to the position ke shounld hald there,
as to the duties he was to perform, and as to the necessity of his
being licensed by the bishep to his cure,? The result was that
Dr. Bridgeman semaincd unlicensed, and the bishop licensed Me,
Thomas Whitehead 1o the vicarage on 23rd Nuvember, t737.2
Dre. Bridgeman, however, rotained the tithes and profits of the
rectory during his life, the penision 1o Lichfichd cathedral and
other chargres on the rectory being paid by Lim, 3

He was residing chiefly at Castle Bromwieh during this period,
and occasionally on his fellowship at Oriel Collepe, His prosition
at Memstall was still unseitled. In Awgost, 1733, M Roberts,
the bishop's vepistrar, complains that Mr Bridogeman had taken
o nulice of the cpiscopral visitalions or paid any visitation fees ;4
and on 26th Ihecember, 1738 the Tishop writes him a letter from
Chester, in which he sivs, with referenee o a proposed debate to
be held concerning affairs at Plemstall 0 I shall be excecding
glad tv have it done w rerard o truth v temper and waout
prejudice.  In order to this [ think it is absolutely necessary !
you state »f case, and be particular in 7 claim, and Tet me know
w! you found it ugpen, B odo not mean anvthiog of v righe to
appropriate the rectoery : that 1 take o I ont of the question
but T mean y* claim wt respect to the ordinary jurisdiction,
When you are pleased (o give me such acet 1 will either tell you
why | dizapprove, or will submit,. When this is dune 1 will then
be plad to be inform’d by wt Liw, o usage, y0is right, you ane
pleas'd to exercise ¥ function in Lancashire, w™out the privity,
or consent of the Biocesan ;. aml particularly in Bolton parish.
I do not mention this aut of any rescntment for the wnongy
apptication of the prafits of the rectory, as 1 apprehend {your
right to these| plainly from the fease, but for the sake of 31 good
order and discipline w* should be in the chls ;) w of Laws requare

' Family Evelonee S Hune s farn s Frp wel, o, B
Plamaly Fadiinws LI PELRY NTH I A
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and web every clergyman has i the mest solemn manner oblig'd

himself to promote.
I am, Revt Sr, y' very humble servt,
Samy. CESTRIENS"!

Dr. Bridgeman probably satisfied the bishop with respect to
his position at Plemstall, as the benefice has been held as a
pecoliar ever since that time.

When Dr. Roger lridgeman entered upon the rectory of
Wigan, Edward Holt, lisq, the then mayor, together with the
bailifls and several of the aldermen and burgesses, applied to him
to prant them a new lease of the Easter Leet, Ascension Fair,
and Monday market, whereupon he asked time for consideration,
and afterwards told them that he was not willing to grant the
same, but that he proposed to hold them in his own hands. This
causcd a law suit between the rector and the corporation, who
denied that the rector had any right to the said leet, fair, or
markets, or that his predecessors had ever held them, but asserted
that they had been held frem time immemerial by the corpora-
tion to whom they belonged. The suit, which commenced in or
about the ycar 1743, lasted for many years, and was still pending
in April, 1750, a few months before Dr. Bridgeman's death ; the
result appears to have been that the fair and markets remained
in the rectar's hands, but the court leets were never afterwards
held by them,

There is an entry, in the Wigan vestry beok, of 16th April,
1745, which is characteristic of the habits of the times in the
reign of King George 11,; It is order'd that no presents of any
wing shou'd be made to the Rect® {or the time being nor to any
other person whatsocver, cxcept two Bottles of wine at the
several Feasts of Laster, Witsttide, & Christmas, to the Curate
for the time being s and it is further order'd that no money shal
be expended or laid out in entertaining of any clerghymen who
shall for the future officiate or Jdo any duty hereafter here” M,
Thomas Edpe, who had been curate in Me. Alderscy’s time, was

# Ramuel Prplie, 5, TP Lishiop of {hester, vonscerated al St M;rg:,r\gl's. Wenl-
miksen, T3 Apnl, 17265 died 2081 Felruare, 1751-2.
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then curate. He retained the curacy during the whole of Dr,
Bridgeman's time and for some years afterwards. The above
order, made in 1745, with respect to the restriction of the cus-
tomary presents of wine, &c., was cancelled at a vestry meeting
on 21st April, 1747, and " set void so far as concerns the Rector
and Curate and any strange parson, that is to say the Rectr &
Curate shal have as usual such quantitys of wine as was cus-
tomary before the sd order was made, both in refation to them
or any strange parson.”” The customary expenditure upon any
stranger who came to preach was 2s.

When Prince Charles Edward, the young Chevalicr, advanced
into England with his army of Scotch Highlanders in 1745, and
was forced! to retire before the Duke of Cumberland, they passed
through Wigan on their retreat on the rith or 12th of December,
and doubtless left marks of their progress behind them., Dr
Bridgeman was absent from Wigan at that time, being probably
at Castle Bromwich, where he sometimes resided.  On his retum
to Wigan, 5ir John Bridgeman, in a letter of 5th February, 1745-6,
cxpresses 2 doubt that he will not have found his affairs either
at hia church or rectory house in the order he left them, and
heartily wishes he may never have such wvisitors again. The
Wigan churchwardens account for an expenditure of 3£ on the
ringers when the Duke of Cumberland came.  The Duke became
at this time the great popular hero of the day. A sum of 10s,
and 8:. for ale, was paid to the ringers at Wigan for ringing on
his birthday [15th Apnl]. and a similar payment was made to
them  when the compleat victory was gained over the Scots”

Hoods for the clergy were paid for by the parish in those
daya. In 1746 there was a payment of £2 45 34, “for the Hudd
for the Revd ¥ Bridpeman.” A doctor's howxd will have been
an cxpensive one. The hood provided for Mr Cawley, the
curate in 1740-50, cost but 18s, 6.

[n July, 1747, upon the death of his father, Sir John Bridgeman,
bart., Dr. Roger Bridgeman succceded to the small estate of
Clifton upon Dunsmore, in the county of Warwick, which had
formerly belonped to his uncle, Orlando Bridgeman, sy
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The Rev. Roger Bridgeman, D.D, rector of Wigan, died
urnmarricd, at Talk o' th' Hill, sometime between the 14th and
17th, and was buricd at Wigan on the 20th, of June, 1750, when
his estate at Clifton passed to his nephew, George Bridgeman,
sccond son of his brother Sir OQrlando Bridgeman, bart,

There is in the north-west wall of that part of the offices at
Wigan Hall whicli is now the kitchen and scullery, a shield con-
taicing Dr. Bridgeman's arms, sable, fen plates four three fvo and
one, en a clilcef argentd a Hon pessant ermsnes, with a crescent for a
mark of radency.  This must have been removed to its present
position from some other part of the house, probably the north-
cast end of the old building, for the present kitchen and scullery
are believed to have been built by the late rector, Sir H. Gunning,
to connect the laundry and brewhouse with the dwelling house.
The shield has evidently been re-painted with the wrong colours.

Dr. Bridgeman's curates were the Rev. Thomas Edge, who
held the cure frem seh April, 1743, to March, 1748 ; and from
April, 1748, the Revd. Robert Cawley. The eurates at Billinge
in his time were Rev. Humphrey Walley up to 1745, and oo 3rd
April of that year Dr. Bridgpeman nominated the Rev. Edward
Farr of Rainford to the chapelry of Billinge, vacant by the death
of Humphrey Wailcy. At Upholland the Rev. [W. Simon] War-
ren, curate, was dead before 2gth June, 1746 ; on rth June, 1747,
the Rev. James Miller received from Dr. Bridgeman a year's
stipend of £20 for serving the cure; and on 7th August, 1747, Mr.
Thomas Rainferd writes toe Dr. Bridgeman from Wiman, saying :
“ My, Baldwin has got te Holland, and I belicve will pltease the
people very well”  The Rev. John Baldwin was probably
appointed to the cure on §zth July, 1747, for be received from
the rector on 3th July, 1748, a stipend of £20 fur officiating at
the parechial chapelry of Upholland for the year ending 12th
July. The Rev. John Jaldwin and Mrs. Jane Finch were
marricd at Wigan by Mr. Edge, curate, 4th February, 1751,
The Kev. Samuel Lever was still curate at [indley at the time
of Dr. Brilgeunan's deatl
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SHIRLEY CoTks, who succeeded Roger Bridgeman as rector,
was presented by Witliam, Lord Igby, the only surviving trostee.
The presentation 15 dated 3rd July, 1750, but there is no recard
ol his institution,

" He was entered at Magdalen Hall, Oxford, as the son of John
Cotes, of Lichfield, co. Stafford, Esq., 23rd October, 1730, being
then 16 years of age. He tovk his degree as B.A. in 1734, and
as M.A.in 1737, He was a younger son of John Cotes, of Cotes,
in the county of Stafford, and Woedceotc, in the county of Salop,
Esq. {to which properties he eventually succecded), by his wife
Lady Dorothy Shirley, daughter of Robert, Earl Ferrers. On
26th October, 1767, he was described as of Walton, in the county
of Derby, ¢lerk (of which parish he may perhaps have also been
rector), whett his son John was matriculated at Magdalen College,
Ouxford, who was then 17 years of age.

The first entry of any intercst in the churchwardens' accounts
during the incumbency of Mr, Cotes, was the record of a vestry
meeting st September, 1752, when the bill of Mr. Parrin, the
arganist, of £ 20 for repairing and cleaning the organ was allowed,

In 1753 there was a sum of about £350 expended on repairs of
the chuech. At a general meeting of the patishioners (being the
Easter vestry meeting) 16th April, 1754, “it is ordercd that a
flag walk of 4 foot Broad be laid from the Wallgate church yard
gate to the Broad walk near the gate leading to the Market
Street being the road leading from the Wallgate to the Vestry
Dwoor, and that a Door sted near the North West Corner of the
church be wall'd up with Brick or 5tone;” which was done in
the course of that year. On 7th June, 1734, there was a pay-
ment of 125 54. made “for brick sctting and flaging &c. on open-
ing y* passage from the North Isle into the chancell.” On 16th
December of the same year William Wigan was pald £1 t1s. 64.
for stone, and building a wall adjoining the church little house?

T Mention of this chierch little house sccurs in the account books of an earlior date,
Tl was probably what is pow called the hearse house adjoining the clurchyard,  This
building, since ity disconbnoance ax a ke * boose, has been occupisd by the recler,
a5 hia freehold, who leis i, and by wl 1is now kept In repair.

PR ¥ AR
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In April, 1755, notice was given of a “Dean Rural's court,”
after which similar notices frequently occur, together with notices
of bishops' and chancellors’ courts,  In this year a new clock was
provided by the parish at a cost of £ 30, besides £2 125, 64, “for
painting and guilding the Dial Board, &c” Mr. Partin, the
orpanist. had £10 allowed him again in December, 1758, for
tuning the organ, and £8 in 1763.

Mr. 'arrin, the old organist, died in 1770, and at the Easter
vestry mecting on 17th of that year, the rector was requested to
make an appointment to the vacant post, Mr. John Langshaw
was first appointed, and, probably at the instigation of the new
organist, the organ scems to have been thoroughly c¢leaned and
repaired.  Mr. William Ollerhead and Mr. James Eckersley, the
churchwardens of 1779, accounted for gight church leys pranted
on 29th August, 1770, amounting te £81, which was paid over by
them to Messrs. Byfield and Green for repairing the old organ,
making new bellows, keys and movements, new working the
sound boards, making new purses, springs, & On 12th July,
1771, two leys were granted for gilding the organ, but these
two leys were never collected.  There was an additional pay-
ment made in 1777 to Ldward Bradshaw, and another of about
£ 20, for carriage of the organ and putting it up,

Mr. Lanpshaw had been succeeded by Mr. Barker as organist
in 1772. Hc¢ was appointed by the rector, and his nomination
ratified and confirmed at the cnsuing vestry meeting.

Mr. Cotes presided at a Wigan vestry mecting on [3th April,
1773 Hc was probably acn-resident during the last two years
of his life, during which his curate, the Rev. Stephen Ellis, seems
to have acted for him,

At a mecting of the parishioners on 4th August, 1773, it was
agreed that the rouf of the church should be repaired as follows:
“ A course of Ashler of fourteen inches thick, and one hundred
sixty-six fvet long on both sides the roof, with ten corbel stones
in the centre between the beames, and to be beaded thronghout,
three beam ends to be supported with rew oak timber in manner
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as the others are done. A new heart of oak beam across the
roof at the west end, and the old one took out, of the dimensions
of fourteen inches deep and twelve inches broad. The beam ends
to be screwed, bolted and strapped with iron in the same manner
with those already done. The lead of the roof to be turned up-
wards, afterwards laid down again and soldered, and repaired
where necessary, and flasketed, in the same manner with the
other already done.™

The Rev. Shirley Cotes dicd 11ith December, at his seat at
Woaodcote,! in Shropshire, where he was buricd 15th December,
17752

He marricd Elizabeth, daughter of Francis Chambre, of
Petton, in the county of Salop, Esq., by whom he had scveral
children, of whom James was baptized at Wipan, sth April, t7g2;
Thomas was baptized there 22nd May, 1755, he was entcred at
Brascnose College, Oxford, 8th April, 1772, aped 16, was
vicar of Stanwell, Middlesex, in 1783,3 rector of Westan-under-
Lizard, in the county of Stafford, in r790, and was buried at
Woodcote, 2gth January, 1801, aged 45 ;4 a daughter, Elizabeth,
was buried at Wigan, 18th August, 5751 a som, Shirley Cotes,
was buricd at Wigan, 26th August, 1757 ; ancther son, Shirley
Cotes, was baptized at Wigan, 1st September, 1758, and buried
there 29th April, 1760, and another son, Washington Cotes, was
baptized at Wigan, 27th Octuber, 1230,

Mr. Shirley Cotes was succeeded at Woodcote and his other
Eamily estates by his cldest son, John Cotes, of Woodcate, Esq.,
who will have been bern shortly before he came to Wigan, and
who represented the borough of Wigan in parliament from 1782
to 1802, He married first, Lucy, daughter of William, frst Vis-
count Courtenay, by wham he had two daughters whe both died
unmarricd, and zodly, Maria, daughter of George Harry, Eard of
Stamford and Warrington, by whom he had, with several daugh-
ters, two sons, viz, Johnwho succeeded to the estates, and Charles

* Nnte in churchmanlen’s account Bouk. * Sherifl [Tales Panmchial Hegiser.
1 Aiumiws (Mromiaser, v oSher |Lales Rq;i-l.tf.
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Grey, vicar of Stanton St. Quintin, in the county of Wilts, whao
married and left issuc two sons and two daughters. The eldest
son, John Cotes, late of Woodcote, Esq., married Lady Louisa
Harriet Jenkinson, daughter and coheir of Charles Cecil Cope,
third Earl of Liverpool, and died in 1874, leaving, with several
daughters, two surviving sons, Chacles Cecil Cotes, now of Wood-
cote, Esq., and Charles James Cotes, of Fitchford, in the county
of Salop, late Lieot.-Col, of the Grenadier Goards.

The arms of Cotes of Woodcote are Quarterly 158 and 4tk
ermzing, 2ad and yrd paly of vix or and pules.

GUY FalRFAX was instituted to the rectory of Wigan joth
January, 1775-6,1 on the prescotation of Sir Henry Bridgeman,
bart, and inducted on 27th February following.® He was a
younger son of Thomas Fairfax of Newton Kyme, in the county
of York, Esq., by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Joha Simpson
of Renishaw, in the county of Derby, and Babwerth, in the
county of Notts, Esq. Ilc was born at Newton Kyme, 2gth
July, 1735, was entered at Christ Chorch, Oxford, 3rd April,
1753, being then 17 years of ape, took his degree of BLA, in 1757
and that of M.A, in 17653 He was curate of Bilbrough, co,
York, in 17604 Mr. Guy Fairfax was a near relation to Sir
Heary Bridgeman, the patron of Wigan church, being his wife's
first cousin,

The following memorandun occurs in the Wigan Leger during
the incumibency of Mr. Fairfax ;

“On the 12th of April, 1779, whent the Reverend Guy Fairfax
was Rector of Wipan, several personsg, viz thelate Mrs. Joanna Holt
and Mr. Joseph Cowling who lived in the Standishgate in Wigan
and had Jdoors out of their respective Gardens behind their said
respective Dwvelling-houses in the said Standishgate strect into
the land called “the Mesnes,’ which is a part of the Glebe Land

' Ulheter Dincesan Registry. * Mesionwdupr in Wigan Vestiry Book.
Y Awvrses Alaoren firei LI (U118
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belonging to the Wigan Rectory, made out and signed aclnow-
ledgments stating that such doors were upon suffcrance only
and not of right, and on the same day in the same year ancther
person, vir. one Richard Bali late of Wigan Glazicr, who had a
gate from a ficld which he occupicd called Mr. . . . . ficld into
what is called the High Mcsnes, other part of the Glebe Land
belonging to the Rectory, alse made and signed an acknowledg-
ment that such gate was upon suffcrance only, but the said Mr,
Ball who made this acknowledgment was as appears from the
said acknowledgment the Tenant only and not the owner of the
hcld.”

The new chapel of St. Georpe’s, Wigan, was consecrated 21st
September, 1781.

At a vestry mecting held 29th March, 1785, it was ordered
and agreed that from this time the scxton shall be allowed
twenty shillings for ringing the prayer bell twice every day
on the week days, the clerk five shillings for the like purpose
on holidays. This scems to imply that daily matins and even-
song were said in Wigan church at that time, and the boly days
observed.

On the same day there is entered in the vestry boak an acknow-
ledgment from the churchwardens that it is on sufferance only
that any corpse is placed in the chancel of the rector of \Wigan,
or in that of the Bradshaigh family in Wigan church,

At a vestry mecting, 13th April, 1786, the old church clock
was pronounced to be worn out, and, after several adjournments,
it was apreed, on Sunday, 3rd Scptember of that ycar, “that a
good new clock with four faces to go cight days should be placed
in the Tower of the Church in licu of the present old clock.”
Aflter some further delay it was agreed on 11th May, 1788, to
aceept an estimate of £171 105 from DPeter Fiernley for a new
clock, out of which he was to allow £3 for the old one, and to
wphold the new cleck for seven years, exeept <leaning.

Mr. Fairlax resigned the rectory of Wigan in 1790, having
been instituted, some time in the course of the previous year, to
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the rectory of Newton Kyme, where he rebuilt the rectory house,
He died while performing the service in church there on 7th Sep-
tember, 17041 He married Hearietta Catherine, daughter of
the Rev, John Kearney, D.D., by Henrietta his wife, daughter of
the Hon. and Rev. Henry Brydges, brother of James, Duke of
Chandos. By her he had issue—i1. Guy Simpson Fairfax, born
21st April, and baptized at Wigan 22nd May, 1781,2 who matricu-
lated at Christ Church, Oxford, 24th October, 1798, where he
took his B.A. dcgree in 1803, his M.A. in 1807, and died at New-
ton Kyme, 4th January, 1819;3 2. Robert Fairfax, borm 4th
May, and baptized at Wigan 17th June, 1782,% who died without
issue;5 and a daughter Hearietta Catherine, bora 15th April, and
baptized at Wigan 23rd May, 1787.% who was married to Joseph
Chamberlayne, Esq., of Maugersbury, in the county of Gloucester.”
The arms of Fairfax of Newton Kyme are, Argent, threr bars.
gemelies gules, surmonnted by a fon rampant sable, crowned or,

GEORGE BRIDGEMAN, the next rector, was instituted joth
July, 1790. He was the fourth son of 5ir Henry Bridgeman,
baronet, who was created Baron Bradford of Bradford, in the
county of Salop, in 1794 Mr. George Bridgeman was born
in St. James's Square, 11th August, 1765, He went up to
Cambridge about the year 1784, where he took his degree as
bachelor of arts in 1787 and as master of arts in 17go.

He was admitted to the rectory of Weston-under-Lizard, in
the county of Stafford, st March, 1801 ; and was also rector of
FPlemstall, in the county of Chester,

According to a seemerandum in his own handwriting, Mr.
George Bridgeman took possession of the living of Wigan 1st
August, 1700. He complains that he found the rectory house
in a very ruinous and decayed state, and quite unfit for the

v Alwpial Gromisnger,  Foslee's Vorbskire Pedigreer.

* Wigan parish Register, 3 Foster's Yorkekire Podigrees,
1 Wigan parish Hegistet, * Fasler's Fordukire Proiprms.
4 Wigan pardsh Register T Fosters Vorkskiee Pedipres,
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reception of his family, and says that it took him twelve years
to bring it into an efbcient state.

At vestry mecting held at Wigan en jrd August, 1766,
pursuant to notice given, it was resolved that it was highly
fccessary to enlarge the burial ground, that the churchwardens
should be cnpowered to purchase from the devisces of the late
Mr. James Latham a parcel of land lying on the north-west side
of the parish church for this purpose, at a price they had agreed
to accept, and that a rate should be laid forthwith to defray the
expense of the purchase, consccration, and all other incidental
expenses. [t was also resolved at the same mecting that the
purchase money arising (rom the sale of breadths of burial
ground not appropriated for the burial of paupers should be
received by the wardens for the time being and brought to the
credit of their annval accounts with the parish. The burial
ground wasa consecrated in the same year.

Dwring the first four years of his incumbency, frem 1790 to
1704, the great tithes were let to various persons.  In 174 they
were fet on a lease of seven years, to expire at Christmas, 1801,
At the time of making the agreement the average price of com
for three years previously was taken, when corn was very Jow,
The next year comn rose considerably, and continued high nll
the year 1798, when it reached the cxorbitant price of £1 55,
per bushel, and catmeal £5 55 per load. At this price com
remaincd till the year 1800, when a plentiful harvest put an end
to the pretended famine,!

The terms on which the tithes of the several townships were
let were as {ollows —

The township of Abram ... pecarerainan F 2.1
" " Hindley 47
“ " Aspull L 45
" " Puomberton ..o 6o
y " Billinge U'pper End ..., o6

' Wogan chcr.
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The township of Billinge Chapel End ......... 73

" Wigan i 22
\Vm‘s‘tan]ey and Haigh were not let during
the above lease, but pmduced about £160

PEr ANTUNY 1svniiiai it sss i e eereeas [OD
The township 01 Drn.l] O <1
£610

In the following ycar, 1802, the tithes were valued by two
competent persons, and offered te the farmers at their sepamte
valuations, which they all accepted, and paid their respective
shares on the first Monday after Christmas, which is the day
usually appointed for payment: wheat that year heing 105 64,
Fer bushel, and catmeal £1 145 per load.

The receipts were as follows (—

The township of Abram ............... £221 g 0
" “ Hindley .....c.oucoeee. 90 19 0
n ” Aspull 19 15 o0
" " Billinge Chapel End 134 8 0
" . Dillinge Upper End, 51t 8 o
“ . Pemberton............ 179 13 ©
" " Orrall or Cerill ..., 0 0O O
" » Haigh..... N s 107 4 O
“ . Winstanly ... 132 1 @
" " Wipan was gathered

in kind, worth..... 60 o0 ©

L1306 8 o

On May 30, 1802, the toll of the rector's fair, which beging on
Holy Thursday, was let to William Mercer for and during the
time the fair is held. e, the said Mercer, is to collect and
reccive all tolls for cattle, horses, pigs, corn and meal, and all
standings that belong to the corporation whatsoever for the
space of three days; he is also to collect all the tolls of the
Monday markets, and pay yearly six pounds,


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 643

The same day was let to the said William Mercer the tithe
pigs within the township of Wigan, to be by him ecollected and
received, for which he agreed to pay the yearly sum of seven
pounds seven shillings.

These statistics are entered by Mr. Bridgeman in the Wigan
Leger, where the lollowing memoranda also occur :—

“ Application being made te me by William Dicconson of
Wrightington Esquire’s apent to grant him, William Dicconson,
leave to pull down my cottage which stood upon the waste in
Wipgan Lane, nearly opposite the eeservoir for holding water to
supply the town, in order that there might be a coal pit sunk
for the use of Langshaw, [Hargreaves, and Company, coal
merchants ; which [ accordingly agreed to, ke, the said William
Diicconson, his heirs and assigng, consenting to pay yearly and
for ever the sum of two pounds twelve shillings and threepence,
as will appear by my chicf rent book,”

1833 “ A custom long prevailed in the Parish of Wigan for
the several chapels to sulemnize marriages indisceiminately with-
out any consideration fur the natural and exclusive ¢laims of the
Moaother Church, which custom I cenceived to be irregular; in
conscquence, in the year 1803 I applied to the then Chancellor
of the Diocese (Mr. Hrigos), who in his reply agreed with me in
opinion that the ministers appointed to these several chapels
could not extend their jurisdiction beyond the limits of their
respective chapelries, and consequently bad no right to solemnize
marriages except where one or bath ef the partivs lived within
the district of the particular chagel where the seeviee is required
to be performed @ that the jurisdiction of the rector, on the con-
trary, cvidently extends over the whole Parish, and therefore
that the Mother Chureh has the exelusive privilege of receiving
such parties indiscriminately.  For further satisfaction as to the
validity of this claim rédi Stat. 15t Geo. L chap. 10, see. 3"

From 18c3 to 1806 there was very little difference in the
price of corn orf the valuc of the tithes received,
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In 1805 the salary of each of the curates was advanced {rom
£62 105 per annnin to £100.

“ 1806. In the spring of this year, in order to obtain a true
knowledge of what coal or canal lies under the glebe, T caused
two holes to be bored.  The metal of both borings being the
same, it will only be neccssary to describe the one, which is as
follows, viz. :—

e . in. Yde fr. .
Sand and marl ....., 7 o o Hard Stone ......... o oIl
White Flag............ 1 © 3 White Flag ......... 2 ¢ 4
Rock ....covvviviiies. o0 0 9 Hard Stone ..., o 1 &
Lii and wool......... 2 2 3 DunFlag ............ z 2 B
Dun Flag ............ 2 2 1 BlackBass............ 3 I 10
Rock .viviimirnniinn o 1 o Chitter «eceeeeeeeee.. o1 8
Lif and wool......... 0 2 2 DunBass oiveeen. 0 31
Rock .o 9 T 3 Metal...nnnn. LI
IMack Bass...... ..... @ 1 6 Dlack Bass............ 3 2 4
Dunn Flag... ...eoe.. 5 2 7 Coal iiiiivieireens 9 L 6
Black Bass............ 1 0 4 Warran'd Earth...... 0 2z 0
Coal v o 2 B Chitter ........... e I QI
Warran'd Earth...... o 1 ¢ Rockand metal...... 3 2 ©
Rocle .ovvivninnienanns 1 o 1o White Flag ......... 2 2 o
Lif and wool........, 3 0 4 DBlack Bass...cooovnne I 1 3
Dun Flag .....ooeeee. 1 1 7 Canalcoal .vivveen I O 4
Chitter ...coviivivnann © L 4
Rock and metal. ..., o 1 & Total depth ot‘} 68 1 ©
BUIT  «veirrirenisnnanen o 010 the hole......
White Flag  ......... I 1 §

From the particular statement of the above metzls the canal will
be found at sixty-seven yards and eleven inches deep upon the
crap (that is to say, bearing a due west point from the Rectory
House, and at the farthest extremity of the glebe north and east
of the Rectory House).  The canal lies one hundred and twenty
yards upon the decp, and a full yard thick. The boring of the
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before-meationed two depths cost me sixty-six pounds. I men-
tion this for the information of those that may follow me, in case
I may not sct or farm set the before mentioned mine during my
Incumbeney., The value of canal is at this time about three
hundred pounds per acre.”?

18a7. "1 da not find in any of the preceding pages of this
Book (Bishop Bridgeman's Wigan Leger] the custom of Mor-
tuarics explained nor the mode of collecting them ; {viz.] When
the Master of 2 House within the Borough of Wigan dies and is
at the time of his decease possessed of £40 in money or per-
sonalties, then it is lawful that his heirs, executors, administrators,
or assigns do pay or cause to be paid to the rector of Wigan ten
shillings, and in case the wife should die the following day, then
her heirs, clors, admors, or assigns are alike bound to pay
another ten shillings ; but had the wife died first there would
have been no claim for a mortuary for her, because she was net,
during ber husband's life, supposed to be the hcad of the
house.”

The pulpit furnituee in Wigan church was piven by the
Hon. and Rev, George Bridgeman in the year 1807, at a cost of
Lad 175 34,

With respect to the tithes he states @ * The com in this parish
ia bound up in theaves. Light sheaves sct up together make
one shock, and cvery tenth shock is the rector's property, and if
under the number of ten shocks the rector had none, The
practice was so common en small farms to have cight or nine
shocks in each ficld bound up in large sheaves (the farmers
called it binding the titheman out), to put a stop to this I now
take every tenth sheaf where small quantities of corn are grown,
Beans and peas which were hoed in rows or drills were pot
tithed, The practice of hoed husbandry for beans improved
every year. In 1808 1 was advised to value hoed crops, and the
farmers paid the valuation. 1o the ycar 1809 I took them in

" The canal was for the most pari werked in Mr. Bridgeman's lime,
40
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kind, the same as corn. Fitches were not tithed at all in this
parish until the year 1808, and since that time all are tithed
except what are eaten with cattle in their green state before the
12th day of the month of August in each year. The practice in
this parish was so common for corn growers to claim waste land
corn exempt from tithe that in the ycar 180y [ was advised to
imake them pay an acknowledpment, or to take it in kind, which
is done to profit and wil! much advance the yearly income.”

*“On 3rd January, 1808, Mr. John Lyon, who then lived at a

house in Standishgate formerly called the Poreh House, next on
the north-east side to the house where the late Dr. Cowling lived,
signed an acknowledgment that the Door out of his (Mr. Lyon's)
garden into the Mesnes was upon sufferance, fer which he by the
said acknowledgment agreed to pay a chiel rent of sixpence
yearly during the time he should own the premises.”
- In the year 1810 Mr. Andrews inclosed the old river Douglas
near to the Bridge opposite to the Parson's meadow, which so
much washed the soil of the meadow away that T was advised to
build a wall, costing £38, which has prevented the water doing
any further damage.”

#1In the ycar 1810 the lead of the roof of the chancel of Wigan
Church was stripped, and the timber examined and found to be
perfectly sound.  The timber beams lie 13 inches in the wall at
each end. In the same ycar the whole of the church and the
chancet walls were examined by an experienced architect from
Chester, of the name of Thomas Harrison, and no appearance of
any danger, but all in good and safe condition.”

In 1812 the parsonage house belonging to the chapelry of
Hindley being insufficient for the accommeodation of a resident
minister, and it being the general wish of the inhabitants that
the curate should live among them, a comfortable and appro-
priate house was built by the rector and several of the principal
landholders and others, with aid from the Governors of Queen
Anne's Bounty.

“There not being any good drawing reem in the Parsonage
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House at Wigan, I in the beginning of the year 1813 converted
two bed chambers inte a drawing room of the dimensions of 16
feet by 19 fect, and having three large sash windows looking
towards the south-west. This altcration, exclusive of the old
materials, cost me £236."

*On a Sabbath day in the year 1813, during Divine service,
some plaister fell from the roof of the Parish Church of Wigan
and gave so much alarm that Divine service was discontinued.”
The rector therefore had the chancel walls and reof re-examined
by an architect, who again pronounced them to be in a state of
safety, but for the greater satisfactjon of the congregation he
had the walls secured with iron bars and the chancel newly
roofed with caken timber and covered with lead” '

The following memorandum is entered in the Leger without
date, but apparently about the year (814 :—" The Reverend
John Vause, formerly of Wigan and afterwards of Liverpool,
and James Alexander Hodson, of Upholland Grove, Esquire,
who owned the lands on ¢ach side of part of Gidlow Lane
within Wigan, claimed the seil and frechold of the said Lanc as
far as their lands extended, and also the waste land lying within
and on the side of the same lane, because under this fane and
the said waste land in it there was some coal, they alleging that
the same lane was 4 mere private way and occupation road,
which had as far as their lands extended formerly been taken
out of their lands to ncighbouring farms, and was not a Public
Highway. I, however, as Lord of the Manor of Wigan and of
the waste land within the said Manor, objected to their claim,
and I claimed, as such Lord of the said Manor, the soil and
freehold of the said lane and waste Jand within the same, alledging
that the said land was not a mere privatle way, as contended by
said Vause and Hodson, but was a Public Highway, and that it
had always been claimed and used as such by the family residing
at Standish Hall whenever they thought fit to use it, and this
allegation was confirmed by Mr. Strickland Standish, to whom I
applied far information on this sabject. 1 morcover alleged, as
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the truth was and is, that certain chief rents were payable and
actually paid to me annually as Lord of the said Manor and
waste land within the same for divers incroachments which had
been in former and ancient times made upon the waste in
Gidlow Lane. 3Said Vause and Hodson, finding on enquiry
these my allegations to be true, abandoned their claims to the
soil of the said lane and waste land within it and along the sides
thereof” ,

With respect to the tithes of Upholland and Dalton, which
had been taken from the rectors of Wigan by the Earl of Derby,
the tithes of Lipholland were sold by Edward, Earl of Derby, to
John Morns and William Morris, 25th December, 1782, John
Morris’s moiety was mortgaged, 15t and 2nd September, 1788,
to Sarah Blackburme to secure 4 2,200 and interest, and further
mottgaged t7th Auwgust, 1789, te John Wilkinson to secure
£A1,000 and interest. They were sold 1oth and r1th May, 1793,
by Morris, Blackburne, and Wilkinson to the Rev, Thomas
Halme, of Upholland, ¢lerk, and by his execntors, 27th Auguat,
1806, to William Morris for £3,600. And whereas they were
described in Lord Derby's conveyance to Motris in 1782 as “ the
tithes and tenths of corn and grain in Upholland," they are
described in the conveyance of John Morris's moiety of the same
tithes to the Rev. Thomas Holme in 1793 as *“an undivided
moiety of and in all those the said tithes and tenths of corn and
grain and /Zay,"” and in the agreement for sale of the said Thomas
Holmes's moicty as “a moicty of a¥f fhe great sither of the
township of Upholland.” * Thus the incroachments upon the
rights and revenues of the church appear to have been from
time to time proceeded in: First the Earls of Derby sct up a
most unjustifiable claim to the corn #ithe and afterwards sell the
same corn tithe for a2 large sum of money, and the persons
claiming under such purchase very soon set up other pretended
rights (and endeavour still further to invade and despoil the
church}, first by making 2 groundless and unjust ¢laim to Hay
tithe and afterwards to alf the great tithes of the township of
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Upholland. On my own account, and still more on behalf of my
successors and the church, [ am determined to resist all such
unjust invasions of the rights and property of my church.”

“ The conveyance to Mr. Prescott [of the tithe of Dalton] is
similar to Mr. Morris's copveyance, . . . . Not content with
holding the said corn tithes [as thua conveyed to them], Mr.
Morris and Mr. Prescott were desirons of going a little further,
and altho’ the conveyance te them respectively from the Earl of
Derby are of the corn tithes only they sct up a claim to the
tithe of gotatocs. Upon this my agent, William Wiswall, in the
year 1318 immediately gave notice to the occupicrs of land in
Upholiand and Dalton who had planted any potatoes to set out
the tithe of their potatoes in kind or to pay to me a pecuniary
compensation for such tithe according to the valuation which my
said agent should put upon it. Mr. Morris and Mr. Prescott did
oot persist in claiming the tithe of potatoes grown in Uphaolland
and Dalton, but entirely abandoned that claim, and they them-
selves, and most of the other farmers in the same townships who
planted potatoes, actually paid tc my said agent, according to
his valuation, a composition in money for the tithe of the
potatoes which they respectively had grown in that year. No
tithe of potatoes was actually set out, nor was any collected in
kind. The above step was taken to convince Mr Morns and
Mr. Prescott that they had not any right to such tithe of potatoes
nor any other right than such as is before deseribed to the said
corn tithes, and that the tithe of potatoes {and of right and in
Justice all other tithes whatsoever) belonged to the rector of
Wigan for the time being, and not te any other person. 1 now
annually receive a pecuniary compensatien in licu of potatoe
tithe throughout the whole of the parish of Wigan, the amount
of such pecuniary compensation being ascertained and fixed
yearly by my steward and agent. I was obliged to resort to legal
mecasures before | obtained the tithe of potatoes, Inthe year rézg
I brought an action in the Court of Exchequer at Westminster
against John Brown of Uphotlund, farmer, for not baving sct out
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the tithe of his crops of potatoes grown by him in Upholland
in the years 1819, 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, and 1824. I did not
proceed in this action for some time, being loath to put Brown
to expence, and hoping he would think more wisely on the
subject and save himself from heavy expences by paying the
amount of my just claim upon him for potatoe tithe. Brown,
instead of profiting by my forbearance, and whilst the said action
was pending, gathered the whole of his potato crop in 1825 and
did not set out the tithe thereof, nor did he pay, or offer to pay,
the reasonable value set up [as] the tithe thereof by my steward
and agent. I thercfore preferred my complaint against him for
the subtraction of his potato tithe in 1825 to a Magistrate, pur-
suant to the statute 7th and 8th Wm. chap. 6, and 53rd Geo. 3,
chap. 127, and caused him (Brown) to be summoned before two
Magistrates, before whom he appeared, and was by the same
Magistrates ordered and adjudged to pay to me £7 10s., being
the value set by my agent on the same potato-tithe in 1825,
Against this order John Brown appealed to the then next
Quarter Sessions held by adjournment at Kirkdale, near Liver-
pool, on the 31st July, 1826, and at such Quarter Sessions the
said appeal was heard and determined and the order confirmed,
and John Brown then paid to my agent, James Smith, the said
sum of £7 10s., the sum he had been ordered and adjudged to
pay by the Magistrates who heard and decided my complaint
against him. John Brown still obstinately refused to pay the
tithe of his crops of potatoes for the non-payment of which the
said action in the Exchequer had been brought against him. I
was therefore under the nccessity of taking the cause to trial,
but before the cause was called for trial in the court at the
Lancaster August Assizes, 1827, John Brown consented and
submitted to a verdict being taken and entered against him for
the amount I demanded of him and costs, and such amount with
costs was afterwards paid by him to my solicitor, Mr. Edward
Scott, for my use and benefit.”
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The following Terrier of the glebe lands, &c, of Wigan is
preserved at Chester in the diocesan Registry :—

v A Terrier of the Buildings, Glebe lands, Tithes, and other
rights belonging to the parsonage of Wigan, in the county of
Lancaster and 1docese of Chester, and also an account of the
plate, Fixtures, Ornaments, lmplements, and Utensils which
belong to the parish of Wipan aforesaid, made in the menth of
May in the ycar of our Lerd one thousand eight hundred and
fourteen, in obedience to a direction for that purpose previously
given by the Right Reverend Father in God, George Henry,
Lord Bishop of the said Diocese.

Jmprimis—One ancient Mansion or Dwelling-house, the habi-
tation of the Rector, with court, pleasure-grounds, plantations,
shrubberies, and Garden surrounding the same, and with out-
buildings and Farm yard lying contiguous and belonging there-
unto, all now in the actual occupation of the Hoacrable and
Reversnd Georpe Bridgreman, the Incumbent Rector of the said
parsonage. The site of the said dwelling-house, court, pleasure
grounds, plantations, shrubbcries, Garden, outbuildings, and Farm
yard contzins by common estimation one acre and three roods
of the large measure of eight yards to the perch, or thercabouts,
be the same more or less.  The said Mansion or Dwelling-house
was, when the present Rector came to reside there, a very ancient
and irregular Building composcd of Bricks and Slate, but has
been by him considerably improved, and that at no small
expence to himself. One part thereof stands from East to West,
and is hifty-seven feet four inches alonp the south wall or front
thereof, and in breadth at the East end thereol nincteen fect and
wcven inches.  The other part thercof is in length from Houth to
North seventy-scven feet, and in hreadth at the North end
theveof thirty-three feet, all outside mweasure, Detached from
the said dwelling-house, but rear the same at the Northerly end
thereof, are a Laundry and 2 Brewhouse, cach of them beimg
five yards in length and five vards in breadih, with a Room over
the Laundry but no Room over the Brewhouse. A Dairyand a
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Larder (but not any Room over) five yards in length and three
yards in breadth; an office and a shoe-house four yards In
lenpth and two yards and a half in breadth, with a Bedroom
over each of them. A little farther, detached from the said
'dwelling-house, and more towards the North, are other Buildings
which belong to the said dwelling-house, and consist of a pigeon-
house three yards in length and three yards in breadth, A Barn
nineteen yards in length and seven vards in breadth, A Coach-
house and a Granary €ach seven yards in length and five yards
in breadth, A Shippon five yards in length and three yards in
treadth, A Stable with Hay-loft over, seven yards in length and
six yards in breadth, A Saddle-house five yards in length and
foor yards in breadth, A Chip-house five vards in length and
four yards in breadth; and three pig cotes, which taken alto-
gether are five yards in leogth and two yards in breadth.

Fftem—Several closes of land lying together and contipuous to
the said dwelling-house, and called the Barley field, the large
meadow, the Bull hey, and the Mesnes, the last of which was
herctofore in several closes, but is now in one close only. These
closes of land contain respectively by common estimation the
respective quantities of land hereinafter mentioned—that is to
say, the Barley field one acre and a half, the large meadow
three acres and a quarter, the Bull hey three acres, and the
Mesnes sixteen acres of the measure aforesaid, or thereabouts,
be the same more or less, and are all in the actual occupation of
the said Rector.

ftem—Qne piece of land abutting on the Easterly side thereof
te premises belenging or reputed to belong te William Lamb,
Dir. Cowling, Robert Holt, Esquire, William Lea, and James
Thompson respectively, which said picce of land the subject of
this f2eme was herctofore parcel of, but has been lately inclosed
and scparated front the other part of, the said close called the
Musnes, and containg by common estimation one rood of the
mcasure aforesaid, or thereabouts, be the same more or less, is
now used as a Garden, and in the occupation of John Lyon as
tenant thereof to the said Rector.
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Feem—One other picce of land now used as a Garden, and in
the occupation of Mr. John Leech as tenant thercof to the said
Rector, which same piece of land was also hergtofore parcel of,
but is now inclosed and scparated from the other part of, the
sid close called the Mesnes, and contains by common estimation
twenty perches of the measure aforesaid, or thercabouts, be the
same more or less, and atuts on the Easterly side thercof to
land belonging or reputed to belong to the heirs of Johin Pearson,
deceased, and on the Southerly, Westerly, and Northerly sides
thereof to other parts of the Glebe belonging to the said Par-
sonage.

ftem—COne other piece of land now also used as a Garden, and
in the oecupation of Richard Boardman as tenant thereol to the
said Rector, which same picce of land was also heretofore parcel
of, but is now inclosed and separated from the other part of, the
said close called the Mesnes, and containg by common estima-
tion one acre of the mcasure aforesaid, or thercabouts, be the
same more or less, and abuts on the Easterly side thereofl to
land belonging to the heirs of the late Reverend Doctor Baldwin,
on the South.westerly side thereof to a certain street called the
Hallgate Street in Wigan aforesaid, and on the Westerly and
Northerly sides thergof to other parts of the said Glebe

Jtem—QOne other small picce of land now also used as a
Garden, and in the occupation of Mizses Bullock as tenants
thereof to the said Rector, which same piece of land was also
herctofore parcel of the said close called the Mesnes. and con-
tains by common estimativun ten perches of the measure aforesaid,
or thereabouts, be the same more or less, and abuts on the
Easterly side thercol to land belenging to or reputed to belong
to the heirs of the said late John Pearson, and on the other sides
thereof to other parts of the said Glebe.

All which before mentioned promises lic within a Ringr fence,
and abut on the Southerly side thereof to the King's highway
[eading from the Town of Wiran aferexaid to a place within
Wigan aloresaid called Frog lance, on the Wsterly side thereof

4
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to land beIonginQ or reputed to belong to James Alexander
Hodson, Esquire, on the Northerly side thereof to lands belong-
ing or reputed to beleng to Misses Kenyon and the heirs of the
late Thomas Eccleston, Esquire, and on the Easterly side thereof
to Jands belonging or reputed to belong to William Lamb, to
Dr. Cowling, to Robert olt, Esquire, to Williama Lez, to James
Thompson, to the heits of the late John Pearson, and to the
heirs of the late Reverend Doctor Baldwin,

Jtem—One other close of land called the parson's meadow,
being within the Township of Wigan aforesaid, but at the
distance of about half a mile from the said dwelling-house, in
the Road from Wigan to a place in Pemberton called Smithy
Brook, to which place there is a footway through the same close,
which said close the subject of this féem contains by common
estitmation nine acres of the measure aforesaid, or thereabouts,
be the same more or less, and abuts on the Southerly side
thercof to land belonging or reputed to belong to John Hodson,
Esquire, on the Westerly side to lands belonging or reputed to
belong to the heirs of the late Doctor Baldwin, and on the
Northerly side thereof te the River Douglas, affar Asland, and
is now in the cceupation of Christopher Irving as tenant thereof
to the said Rector,

from—One other close of land called the Dig Leach, lying
contiguous to the close mentioned in the last preceding from,
which said close of land the subject of this fiemy contains by
common ostimation three Roods of the measure aforesaid, or
thercabouts, be the same more or less, and is bounded en the
Wortherly and Scuth-casterly sides thereof by a certain Brook
called Poolstock Brook, and on the Westerly side thereof partly
by land belonging ar reputed to belong to the said John Hodson
and partly by the before-mentioned close called the parson's
meadow, and is now in the occupation of Strettell Chadwick
as tenant thereof to the said Rector, and has a right of road

to it through the estate of the late Mr. Elias Chadwick at Pool-
stuck.
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All which said lands and premises contain in the whole thirty-
six acres two Roods and thirty perches of land of the measure
aforesaid, ar thereabouts, and are situate within the Lordship
and Manor of Wigan afuresaid, of which the pastor or Rector
for the time being of the said parsonage is Lord.

The right of nomination to the respective chapels of Hindley,
Billinge, and UUpholland, within the pasish of Wigan, and also to
the chapel of 5t. George, within the Town of Wigan aforesaid,
belongs to the parson of Wigan for the time being, but he pays
ycarly to the minister of Upholland aferesaid twenty pounds,
and to the minister of Billinge aforesaid six pounds.

The parish of Wigan consists of the following Townships,
viz, Wigan, Haigh, Aspull, Hindley, Abram, Ince, Pemberton,
Winstanley, Billinge, Orretl, Upholtand, and Dalton, and all the
Rectorial Tithes are due to the parson or Rector throughout the
parish, except that the corn Tithe of the three several Townships
of Ince, Upholland, and Dalton is not now, nor has been for a
great many years past, collected by, or on behalf of, the parson
ot Rector of Wigan aferesaid, but for many years past, and long
before the Incumbency of the prescut parson or Rector, and also
during the whole of such Incumbeney, has been and is now
collected by or on behalf of eerain Lay persons who claim to be
the owners thereof. How the corn tithes of the said theee
Townships of Ince, Upholland, and Dalton came to be severed
from and lost, as they at present are and as they are likely to be
in future, to the said parsonage or Rectory of Wigan, the present
Incumbent has not any ecrtain information, but from some
entries and memorandums found by him to have been made in
the Books of his predecessors he verily believes that the same
have been unjustly taken, and are now unjustly withheld from
the said parsonage. As a weodus for orin licu of the corn Tithe
of Ince aforesaid a sum of four pounds is payable yearly on the
first day of Novemiser to the parson of Wigan aforesaid by the
person who claims to be the Lay [mpropriator of the same
Tithe ; and as 4 swdies Tor or in tiva of the corn Tithe of Loth of
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the said Townships of Upholland and Dralton a sum of twelve
pounds thirteen shillings and seven pence is payable yearly on
the same day to the parson of Wigan aforesaid by the persona
who claim to be lay Impropriators of the same Tithe ; and the
sum of twelve pounds thirteen shillings and seven pence is, as
the Rector has been informed and believes, paid in the propor-
tions fellowing—that is to say, eight pounds eight shillings and
eleven pence by the person who clzims to be the Lay Impro-
priator of the cormn Tithe of Upholland, and the sum of four
pounds four shillings and five pence, residue thereof by the
person who claims to be the lay Impropriator of the Com Tithe
of Dalton.

Belonging to the said parish are, first, the parish church, the
middle chancel of which is repaired by the Rector for the time
being, the Scuth Chancel by the owners for the time being of
the Haigh Estate, now belonging to the Earl of Balcarres and
his family, the Chanccl called Gerard's Chancel is repaired by
Charles Walmesley, Esquire, of Westwood House, within Ince
aforesaid, as a descendant of the Gerards family, and all the rest
of the said parish church is repaired by the parishicners. The clerk
and sextonareappointed by the Rector and paid by the parishioners.
Within the said Church,and belonging to the said parish,are a pul-
pit, a reading desk, and a clerk's desk, the Lord’s prayer the Creed
and the ten commandments, a Table of Deprees, and the King's
arms. Belonging to the pulpit are two cushions of the gift of
the present Rector, one of crimson velvet and the other of plain
cloth, and twe ornmamental hangings, also of the gilt of the
present Rector, one of crimson welvet and the other of plain
cloth; belonging to the Curate's and the Clerk's desks respec-
tively are also cushions and ornamental hangings, to the Curate’s
desk two large Bibles and two large Bocks of Common prayer,
and to the Clerk’s desk cne large Book of Common prayer,
which last mentioned Book is the gift of the present Rector.
Within the said Church, and belonging to the said parish, are
also onc Cemmunion Table with three coverings for the same,
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one of common velvet, another of plain cloth, and a third of

white linen. There are also for the Communion Service two

large Books of Common prayer and two velvet cushions en which

to place them ; two silver Flapgons, the pgift of Richard Welles,

gentleman ; two silver Patens, the gift of the same gentleman ;

two silver Chalices and Stands, Donor unknown; two silver

collecting plates, the giflt of Grace Brown, widow; and there

are also for common cullections in the church twelve pewter

plates ; there are also a communion carpet and a vestry carpet,

and in the vestry of the said church are two large Chests and a

large Table, a small Table, a surplice cupboard, a cupboard for

Wine, and a sofa ; there are six surplices-—viz, three of a finer

kind for Sundays and three of a coarser kind for other days.

In the said vestry are also the following Registers, viz. :—

Register of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials from 1664 to 1721,
inclusive.!

Register of Baptisms from 15t Janvary, 1721-2, to 25th Manch,
1754

Register of Baptists from z5th March, 1754, to end of Decem-
ber, 1778.

Register of Baptisms from 1st January, 1779, to cnd of April,
1799

Register of Baptisms from 1st of May, 1799, to end of December,
1812

Register of Baptisms from 1st of January, 1813, to the present
time.

Register of Marriages from 25th of March, 1754, to end of June,
1775

Register of Marviages from st of July, 1775, to end of Decem-
ber, & 789,

Register of Marriages from 1st of Janvary, 1700, to August,
1803.

¢ Simte this terrier was made an carlies parish Repister of Baptises, Marsiaget, and
Barials, fvom 1580 1o 160, has licen zoviversd by (he prosen rector, P G T QL
Bridgoman, why has had it buomd and restored Lo Lhe chucch.
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Register of Marriages from August, 1803, to end of December,
1812, :
Register of Marriages from 1st of January, 1813, to the present
time,
Register of Burials from 25th March, 1734, to end of Decembet,
1778
Register of Burials from [st of January, 1779, to June, 1809
Da. do.  from June, 18305, to end of December, 1812,
Dao. do. from 15t January, 1813, to the present time,
And Burns' Ecclesiastical Law in four volumes, In the steeple
of the said parish Church, and belonging to the said parish, are
a Church Clock and Eight Bells, with their frames, besides a
small Bell called the Ting Tang. There are also belonging to
the said parish two Hcarses, two Hearse Cloaks, four Biers, and
two Bier Cloths.

Georpe Bridpeman, Rector of Wigan.
Jat. Tennant, Jne. Hodson Kearsley, Churchwardens,”

Shortly before the rector's death the chapel of St. John at
Pemberton was built. It was consccrated on 26th September,
1832, having been previously opened for Divine Service on the
gth August of that year as a chapel of ease to the mother church.

Mr. George Bridgeman died 2yth October, 1832, and was
buricd at Weston-under-Lizard,

He marricd, first, Lucy Isabellz Boyle, daughter of Edmund,
seventh Earl of Cork, and, secondly, Charlotte Louisa, daughter of
William Poyntz of Midgham House, in the county of Berks, Esq.,
who died at Hampton Court, 26th January, t840. By his second
wife he had no issue, but by his first wife, Lady Lucy Boyle, he
had issue three sons—1. Edmund Henry Bridgeman, born 15th
September, 1796, who died in his infancy ; 2. Edmund Henry
Bridgeman, only surviving son, born 5th November, 1797 ; he
was a Colonel in the army, and died 23rd Aprl, 1831, at Bey.
rout, in Syria, where he commanded the British detachment,
having marricd, 18th January, 1837, Harrigt Elizabeth Frances,
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daughter of Henry Harvey Aston, Esq, by whom he had no
issuc; 3. George Greswold Bridyeman, born 2ad June, 8ol
who died in his infanecy; and four daughters—i. Elizabeth
Isabetla, born 17th April, 1793, wifc of the Rev. Egerton Arden
Bagot of Pipe Hayes, in the county of Warwick, who died without
issue in £824; 2. Ann Charlotte, born 3rd June, 1704, wife of
Charles Shirley, Esq., who also died without issue, in 1858; Lucy
Elizabeth, born 14th September, 1795 who died young: and
Lucy (twin with George Greswold), born 2nd June, 8ot, who
died young.

There is a picturc of Mr, George Bridgeman by Constable at
Westen Hall, in possession of the Earl of Bradford.

HESRY Jony GusNNG, who succeeded the Flon. George
Bridgeman, was presented by George Augustus Frederick Henry,
Earl of Bradford, ryth December, 1832, and instituted to the
rectory of Wigan gtk January, 1833.2

He was the third son of 5ir George William Gunning, baronet,
of Elthawm in the county of Kent and llorten in the eounty of
Northampton, by Elizabeth, daughter of Henry, Lord Bradlord.
Born on 17th December, 1797, be eventually seeceeded his
brother, Sir Robert, as fourth baronet.  He matriculated at
Haliol College, Oxford, #th May, 1316, became B.A. in 1820,
and MLA.in 1822, Ile was ordaingd deacon by the bishop uf
Peterborough 23rd December, 1821, and pricst by the bishop of
Lincoln t3th January, 1822, Ile held the curacy of Duckden,
in the county of Huntingrdon, for a shart time, and was instituted
to the rectory of Knockin, in the county of Salop, 8t April,
1822 which he resigned in 18255 alter which he held the por-
petual coracy of Horton from 18326 to 1833, when he becane
rector of Wipan,

Many important changes were made during Mr. Gunning's
incumbency i the condition of the partsh and the starvs of the

Pl st Hpscgman Regi-loa,
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rector.  Scveral chapels of ease were built, which afterwards had
districts assigned to them and became district chapelries.

The chapel of 5t. David's, at Haigh, was consecrated 28th
November, 1833! A district, cansisting of the townships of
Haigh and Aspull, was assigned to it by order in council, 1st
Febroary, 18383

The chapel of St. John, Pemberton, which had been conse-
crated in 1832, had also a district assigned to it on 1st February,
18383 consisting of the township of Pemberton and half the
township of Orrell,

The chapel of St. John, Abram, was consecrated gth June,
1338,% and had a district assigned to it 3rd April, 1843, consist-
ing of the township of Abram; on which same day a district
was also assigned to the chapel of St. George, Wigan.

The chapel of St. Cathering, Scholes, Wigan, was consecrated
by John Bird, bishop of Chester, 6th June, 1841,% with a burial
ground attached, and had a district assipned to it by order in
council 3rd April, 1843, consisting of a portion of the township
of Wigan, together with the township of Tnce,

Mr. Gunning, with the consent of the patron and the bishop of
the diocese, obtained an act of parliament {which received the
royal assent joth June, 837}, to ecnable the rector of Wigan to
work the coal ungotten under the glebe by granting mining
leascs, te mortgage the mines to the extent of £2,000 for repair-
ing the rectory house, and to grant buoilding leases for terms not
exceeding 90 years, Under this act a considerable portion of
the coal was gotten, but no building leases were granted during
Sir H. Gunning's incumbency.

The tithes of the parish of Wigan were commuted at this
period in accordance with the act of 6 and 7 WilL iv. cap. 71.

The several agreements for the different townships were made
on the following dates, and afterwards confirmed by the tithe

' Tlew] of Cnnsecration, * London Gazetie. ¥ fdl
# Diewl uf Cemseeratinn, ex i, Rev. [T Linton, vicar of Abram.
5 Ar i Rev, B AL Dury, viear of St Cathering's,
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commissioners :—For the township of Haigh, on 22nd Septem-
ber, 1838, for the township of Orrell, 24th September, 1538 ;
for the townships of Billinge Chapel End and Billinge Higher
End, 4th October, (838 ; for the township of Winstanley, 315t
October, 1838 ; for the township of Wigan, tqth Fcbruary, 1839
for the township of Abram, 2ist February, 1839 for those of
Hindlcy and Dalton, 28th February, 1839 ; for those of Aspull
and Ince-in-Makerhield, 27th June, 1839 ; for the township of
Pemberton, 4th July, 1844 ; and for the township of Upholland,
1st August, 18.44.

Towards the close of the year 1844 it became evident that the
church was in need of cxtensive repairs. A vestry meceting was
held 26th December of that year, to take into consideration the
report of Messrs. Sharp and Paley, architects, of Lancaster, who
had pronounced it to be in a state of dilapidation as to many
parts, and to dctermine what steps should be taken in the
matter.  The work of restoration, however, was postponed frem
time to time, and it was not until the year 839 that it was
vigorously taken up Ly the parishiotters. In the meantime the
chancel was taken down in 1845 and restored by the rector,
The Bradshaigh chapel was also rebuilt at the same time.  These
were both completed in 1847 and at a vestry meeting held on gth
August, 1849, it was resolved to proceed with the work of general
restoration, and to borrow fram: the Public [.oan Commissioners,
under the provisions of the Act § Geo. 1V. cap. xxxvi, a sum
accessary for its complction, The consent of the Lishop and
the rector being given, application was accurdingly made to the
commissioners, who granted the loan, By indenture of 17th
September, 1849, the sum of £4.540 was advanced by the com-
missioners, on the seenrity of the parochial rates, to the church.-
wardens of Wigan and the averseers of the several townships in
the parish of Wigan, whe apgreed 10 repay the money, with
interest, by annoal instlments in tlhe course of twenty years ;!
and the work of restoration was at anee procecded with,

' U'nfortunately the Mulilnient of thie cumtzacl was paevetind by the pasing of

40
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With the cxception of the tower, the turret staircases on either
side of the chancel arch, and the Gerard or Walmesley chapel,
the church was almost entirely rebuailt, from the designs of
Mcssrs, Sharp and Paley, and the restored church was re-
consecrated jrd August, 1850.

sundey acts of partiament and orders in enoncil, over which the chorchwardens of
‘Wigan had nn cantrol, and whick interfered with and comtracted their pawers.  The
rates were Inid and the anpual instalments duly paid wp Lo 17th Seplember, 18533
aficr which the ehurehwardens were na lenger able b collect & peneval tale from the
whole parlsh, for the ancient parish had now become divided, by recent acts of
parliament, inlo several ecclesiastical districts with cliurchwardens of their nwn, and
the inhabilants of same of The new districts dispeled their liability to pay rates for the
mother charch ; &5 that at & froneral mci:ﬁng ol the inhabitants and otenpiers of the
whole parish on joth July, 1834, the rate was refused by the majority.  The chorchs
wardens of the parish church at once put themselves into communicalion wilh the
commissioners, with whom they held a long-conlinued intermittent correspondence
extending over several years, in which they asked their assistance to enforoe the rates
'lhrm:l;h the praper parics, uffm"mg,, with the full approval of their vestoy, Lo collect and
pay theit own share of the instalments, whiclt were in et collected for tome years alters
wards, but the commissioners refused to yeceive a pard wilthoul the whole, or Lo take
aay action i the matter themselves,  Thus many years passed, during which the
Abolition of Compuleory Church-rates Hill was enacted, and other complicalicos
arose ; and it was not wntil 1867, when 1he rwenty yexrs nllowsd for repayment on
the security of the raies had nearly expired, that the commissicoery took any measures
te recover the delt.  They then applied to the Queen’s Bench for & mondamus to
enforce paytnent of the yeat's inctalment due in (854, with ioterest 1o dute,  The cwe
was arghed several limes before the judges, when the chorchwardens, by their
counsel, acknowlsbgiol their debt, and expressed their willingoess 16 receive & man-
dawur, lub the question was as to whem it should be directed, Tt was #f length
issuedl in 1871 against the churchwanlens of Wigan and the overseers of the several
townships, and the case was again heand in the Court of (Jueen's Bench 1o e872, aftes
which it was Iy mutual cansenl referred by appral to the Conrl of Exchequoer, where
it wax heand on 26th Noveawdwer, 1873, before Lond Chicf Just'lct Cohﬁdgc, M.
Baron Bramwell, Mr j'ustlce kentiog, Mr Baron Cleshy, Mr. _]Iuhl:t Grove, Mg
Justice Vlenwan, and Mr Baron Pollock.  The judpes, taking inle consideration Lhe
Tength of tane thal bad clepeed throegh the imactin of the Public Loan Com-
missioners, mind the injastice that would e done 10 the preseal inhabitants if they
shoul] hare 1o pay a deln incurred by othiees, who ought to have paid it many years
agn {amd donltless atsa (aking inte consideration the many dificulties amd camplica-
tions which had Dween brought about by subsequent acis of parkament), by their
judpient, Jelivereit [y Lonl Cliel Justice Coleridge 1ath Febmoary, 1874, reversed
the pudgment of e court belaw aml spuashed the mirdaee, so thal the ¢um-
miztivie s have pever cecovers| theie dela.
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At a vestry mecting, 7th October, 1850, it was agreed that
additional land for a burial ground was necessary, and it was
resolved that the sum of £2,000, to be defrayed by a church
rate, should he allowed for the purchase of certain properties
shiewn in a plan then produced to the mecting ; that a further
sum of £100 should be allowed for the estimated cost of
enclosure, and £350 lor consecration fees and law expeoses, to
be defrayed in fike manner by a church rate; and the churchs
wardens were “empowered to apply to Her Majesty’'s Com-
missioners for Duilding New Chuorches far their assistance in
carrying the above-named objects into cffect under the 26th
section of the 3rd Geeo. IV, cap. 72, and to borrow from the
commissioners the whole of the money required for the purpose
aforesaid.”

The chapel of 5t. Thomas, Wigan, was consccrated ist
October, 1851, to which a district was assigned by order in
council dated rith Fubruary, 1852, under the provisions of 59
Geo. 111, cap. 134, sec. 16, 2 and 3 Vie. cap. 49, sec. 3, and any
other powers vested in the Church Building Commissioners by
the Church Building Acts, by which it became a * district
chapelry” The patrenage is vested in the rector,

By an order in council of 2gth March, 1834, burials were
ordered to be discontinued from and after 15t Janoary, 1355, in
the churchyards of the parish church of All Saints and 5t.
Catherine's, Wigan, and in the burial prounds of the Independent
Chapel (Standishgate), the Presbyterian Chapel (Chapel Lane),
St. Mary's Roman Cathalic Chapel, and in Lord Steect Chapel,
By an order in council of 26th June, 138355, the time was
extended to 1st Janwany, 1836, and ilic burial ground of St.
John's Roman Cathelic Uhapel was included in the order. By
further onlers in council the time was extended to 1st June
and st Scptember, 1336 and finally, by an ender in council of
4th November, 18357, the use of vaults and brick graves were
allowed in the Wigan churchyards and burial grounds fos burial
of the husband, wife, parents, amd children of pursons already
interred therein,
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The following aprecment for the convevance of the manorial
rights by the rector of Wigan to the Mayor and Corporation of
Wigan was made by Mr Gunning before he resigned the
bencfice 1—

Endorsed gth July, 1860,
The Earl of Bradford, the Rev. H. J. Gunning,
and
The Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of Wigan,
Apreement.

“ Articles of agreement made the ninth day of July, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty, Between the
Right Honorable George Augustus Frederick Henry, Earl of
Bradford, of the first part, the Reverend Henry John Gunning,
clerk, of the second part, and the Mayor, Aldermen, and Bur-
gesscs of the Dotough of Wigan, in the county Palatine of
Lancaster, as the Local Board of Health of the said Borough
and District of Wigan aforesaid (hereinafter called the Corpora-
tion), of the third part. Whereas the said Earl is the patren and
the said Henry John Gunning is the Rector of the Rectory and
Parish Church of the Parish of Wigan, int the said county Palatine,
and the said Henry John Gunning, as such Rector, is the Lord of
the Manor of Wigan aforesaid : And whereas the Rector of Wigan
as such Lord claims to be entitled to the Market called the
Monday's Market and the Fair called the Summer Fair, respec-
tively held in Wigan, and to the rents, tolls, pickage, and
stallage in respect thereof respectively, and also to divers other
tolls, pickage, and statlage within the said Borough, And also to
divers chicf or quit rents and te manorial rights in divers slips of
waste lying unenclosed, open, and adjoining to certain ancient
highways and strects in the said Borough, and in divers mines of
coal and cannel under those slips of waste, ancient highways, and
streets : And whercas there have at divers times heretofors
been differences between the Rector as such Lord and the Cor-
poration with respect to the Monday's Market, the Summer
Fair, and the rents, tolls, pickage, and stallage so claimed, and
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the differences have at times been temporarily seitled by the
Rector as such Lord granting and the Corporation accepting a
Lease of the same: And whercas the last lease thereof to the
Corporation, dated the twelfth day of Fuebruary, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-nine, between the said Henry John
Gunning of the one part and the Corporation of the other part,
was for a term of seven years, which expired on the thinteenth
day of November, onc thousand cight hundred and Afty-five,
and there is not at present any lease of the rents, tolls, pickage,
and stallage so claiwed, save that the rents, tolls, pickage, and
stallage in respeet of the said Market and Fair are now held and
taken by James Willcock as tenant thercof for cne year from
the tenth day of September, one thousand cight hundred and
ffty-nine, if the said Henry John Guoning shall so long continue
Rector of the said Parish and Lord of the said Manor, at the
rent of nincty-five pounds, payable quarterly, by virtue of an
agreement in writing dated on or about the last-mentioned day :
And whereas the Corporation, in their capacity of Local Buard
of Health for the Borough and District of Wigan, are the pro-
moters of a Bill now pending in Parlisment intiveled =« A Bill
for cnabling the Local Board of Health for the Borough of
Wigan to abandon a portion of their water works, and to con-
struct and maintain other water works, and for other purposes,”
whereby they proposcd to maintain [obtain 2] authority for the
Local licard to purchase compulserily the Market, IFairs, Rents,
tolls, pickage, stallage, and wther property and rights of the
Rector, a3 such Rector and Lord of the Manor, hereby agrreed
to be soid and purchased @ And whereas the said Farl and the
said Henry John Guaning having expressed their intention of
oppasing the pending Bill, the parties hereto, being anxious to
put an cnd to all further litization, have determined to enter
inte and execcute these presents by way of agreement, as herein-
after appearing : Now therclore these presenis wilacss that cach
of them, the said Earl as such patron as afloresaid, and the said
Henry Johin Gunniny as such Rector and Lord a4 aforesaid (with
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the consent of the said Earl as such Patron aforesaid, testiféd by
his cxecution hereof) Doth hereby severally agree with the Cor-
poration, and the Corporation, as such Local Board as aforesaid,
do hereby apree with the said Ear] and the said Henry Juhn
Gunning as such Rector and Lord of the said Manor as afore-
said, and each of them as follows, that is to say:

Article 1. The Corporation will use their best endeavours to
procure the amendment of the pending Bill so that it shall not
contain any compulsory power for the purchase of any of the
property or rights of the Rector and Lord of the Manor. But
if the pending Bill shall be passed into a law with any such com-
pulsory power of purchase, then the same shall not be exercised,

Article 2, The Corporation will use their utmost reasonable
endeavours to procure the epactment in the pending Bill of
provisions proper and sufficient for authorizing the specific
performance of this agreement.

Article 3. If the pending Bill be passed into a law and
authorize the Rector, as such Rector and Lord as aforesaid, to
sell and convey, and the Local Board to purchase and take a
conveyanece of the Market, Fair, rents, tolls, pickage, stallage, and
manorial rights, and property hereinalter specified, then the said
Henry John Gunning, as such Rector and Lord as aforesaid, will
sell and convey, and the Corporation in their capacity of Local
Board will purchase and take a conveyance of :

First. All those the Mondays' Market and the Summer Fair
respectively, and all other Markets and Fairs belonging to the
Rector, as such Rector and Lord as aforesaid, now held or which
of right might be held within the said Borough of Wigan, and
all property, rights, and interests of the Rector, as such Rector and
Lord as aforesaid, in and to the same Markets and Fairs respec-
tively, and in and to all rents, tolls, pickame, and stallape payable
in respect thercof respectively, subject nevertheless to such
tenaney by the same James Willeock as aferesaid.

And sccondly. All the estate, right, title, and interest of the
Rector, as Rector and Lord of the Manor of Wigan, in and to
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all those the sums payable or claimed to be payable to the
Rector, as such Rector and Lord as aforesaid, and commonly
called Chicl Rents, and amounting in the whole to the yearly
sum of Forty-five pounds three shillings and fourpenee! or
thereabouts, and which are specified in the schedule hereto and
all arrcars (il any) thereof.

And thirdly. All the estate, right, title, and interest (if any) of
the Rector, as Rector and Lond of the Manor of Wigan aforesaid,
in and to the land and hereditament called Dottling Wood, and
in and to all lands and hereditaments now or heretofore Waste
of the Manor of Wigan {not being comprised in the schedule to
an act made and passed in the seventh year of His late Majesty
King William the Fourth, intituled “An act to enahble the Rector
of the Parish of \Wigan, in the county Palatine of Lancaster, to
grant leases of the mines and building leases and conveyanges in
fee, subject to ground rents of the glebe lands belungring to the
saidd Rectory and for other purpuses,” or lands purchased or
acquired under or in pursuance of the same act) lyingr between
the carriage ways of the ancient highways and ancient strects
within the Manor and Borough of Wigan and the honses, amd
the houscs, buildings, and cnctosed lands an vach or cither side
of those ancicnt highways and ancient streets respectively, and
in and to all mincs and minerals in and wnder the same lamds
and hereditaments respectively, and in amld to all other uncubti-
vated Yands (if any) now being waste of the Manor, and in aml ta
all mines and mincrals in and under the same waste lands, siubject
nevertheless to all sales and leases and asreements for sales and
leases by the said Heary John Gunning affecting the premises
firstly, sccondly, and thirdly deseribed oe any of them, or any
part thereof respectively, and all such rents €f any) as are now in
arrears and duce to the Rector, as sueh Lord, in respect of such
mines and minerals respectively. 1t being hereby understinod
and agreed that the Rector for the time being, as sucly Rector

* Acconding v the annesal wlwdule M smn of e chick rents only amewista ta
FATR TRRK)
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or Lord, shall not hereafter exercise or enjoy any rights as Lord
of the Manor, but nothing herein contained shall in anything
abridge or interfere with any rights or property being of the
nature of ecclesiastical rights or dues, or such hereditaments or
rights as are usually enjoyed by Incumbents of Church livings,
but not to create any new rights.

Article 4. The sale and purchase shall be made on the follow-
ing terms and conditions, that is to say :

First, The purchase money for the premises first described in
Article 3 shall be Two thousand pounds.

Secondly, The purchase money for the premises secondly and
thirdly described in Article 3 shall be eight hundred pounds.

Thirdly, The sale and purchase shall be completed at the
expiration of two calendar months after the passing of the
pending Bill.

Fourthly, The Local Board shall be entitled to the receipt and
enjoyment of the purchased premises from and after the time of
the actual completion of the purchase, all outgoings in respect of
the purchased premises or a due proportion thereof up to that
time being discharged by the Rector and the Lord of the Manor,
who shall be entitled to the receipt and enjoyment of the said
Chief Rents and of the Rents and income of such parts of the
purchased premises as are in the tenure of the said James Will-
cock, or a due proportion thereof up to the time of completion.

Fifthly, The Vendor shall not be bound to produce any title or
evidence of title to the purchased premises first described in
Article three other than the Leases of the same granted by the
said Henry John Gunning to the said Corporation or the counter-
parts of the same.

Sixthly, The Vendor shall not be bound to produce any title
or evidence of title to the purchased premises secondly and
thirdly described in Article three other than a statutory Declara-
tion of the receipts of such of the Chief or Quit Rents as have
been received for twenty years before the time of the completion
of the purchase or as the casc may be from the commencement
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thereof within the twenty years, and such apreements for sale
and leases of the mines granted or entered into by the said
Henry John Gunoing or counterparts thereof, or other docu-
ments relating thereto as are now in his custody or power and
shall not be bound to identify any of the hereditaments in res.
pect of which the Chief or Quit Rents are payable.

Seventhly, The sale and purchase shall be made and completed
in accordance with the provisions of the Lands Clauses Con-
solidation Act, 1845, but the Board shall not be bound or called
upon to pay any expenses for the investment or re-investment of
the said purchase money, except such expenses as shall be in-
curred in the Arst instance only in investing the said moneys in
the public Stocks or Funds.  On the faith of this agreement being
in all respects specifically performed and obseeved by and on the
part of the said Corporation, the said Earl, and the said Henry
John Gunning respectively, will not dircctly or materially offer
or sanction any further opposition to the peading Bill save onky
so far as may be requisite for full ¢ffect being given to this agree-
ment. In Witness whervof the partics hercto of the Arst and
sccond part have hercunto sct their hands and seals, and the
party hereto of the third part hath affixed its corporate seal, the
day and year first above written.

THE SCHEDULE ABOVE REFERRED TO.

£ . & _£ £l
1 Ainscough, James... o 2 o 12 Duckworih. lewis... o &t &
2 Atherton, James ..o 1 o 13 Brindle, Ralph ...... o0 1 12
3 Alston and Bradshaw 1 02 3 14 Urawlord aml  Bal-
4 Baldwin, Eeighton... ¢ &t a carres, FEwlofl... 3 12 &
§ Balton, Ralph ...... o 2z 2} 35 Clhowhwandens ... 0 1 o
& Bolton, Mr. ........ o 1 7J 1h Caroling [Cowhng?l o 2 5
4 Brown, Miss ........_.0 o ¥ 17 Cox, Juervis ... o 2 ©
g Bolton, James ...... o 3 & 18 Couk, Thomas ... o 1 @
9 Byrom, Thomas ... 0 7 3 1p Coates, Jaunes ..., w6 o
10 Brown, David ... 0 1 % 2o Chadwick, William o 7 o
11 Brown, James (late) o 2 o} a1 Cabdwell, fohn o o o 6
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AR
22 Canal Company...... 8 14

23 Dawber, John ...... e 5
74 Robinson and Com-
PANF trivrnirs varee @
25 Robinson and Com-
BATLY cieeeninnin
26 Taglish, John (late)
27 Eccles, Richard......
28 Fairhurst, James ...
2¢ Fairhurst, Jaohn.., ..
jo Female Society ......
3t Gaskell, Henry L....
33 Gaskell, Henry L....
33 Gaskell, Henty L...,
34 Gaskell, Henry L....
35 Gregson, John ...
36 Green, Edward ...
17 Heaton, Thomas ...
3% Holmes, Richard
(late) ..veeeren oy
30 Huormst, Robert ...
40 Hern, Arthur...... ...
41 Hopwood, R. & W,
43 Hodges, John Foden
Esg. .eivininnnns
43 Hodges, John Foden
Esq. {R. Boltons)
44 Hammersley, John...
45 Hammersley, Ralph
40 Holr, Edward Esq.
47 Holding, Charles ...
48 Lyon, John .........
49 Kingsdeown, Lord ..,
g0 Kingsdown, Lord _..
5r Lowe, Thomas ......
§2 Livescy, Miss.........
53 Lard, Jolm_........... 3
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54 Lyon, Thomas ...... o
55 Lea, William _...._... ]
ofi Lea, Mrs. ............ ©

57 Lea, Miss Ellen...... @

58 Morris, John (Robin-
son & Cok.oues 1

50 Marsden, Reverend
Thomas .......... w e

6t Marshall, Rev. W.... o
iz McNeile, David......
63 Mewsham, Mre.,,...
64 Nuttalls, Executorsof
65 Overseers of Wigan
66 Procter, William ...
67 Park, William & Co.
63 Powell, Rev. B.......
bg Powell, Rev, B....... ¢
70 Robinsen and Com-
PANY reriirireirree @
#1 Jackson, James...... o
22 Bvlands, executorsof 1
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74 Scott, Edward ......
75 Stephenson, John...
16 Stanley, Thomas ...
17 Smith, Miss ......... o
18 Stephenson, John... o
79 Tasbrook, George... 1
Bo Topping, Richard... o
Bt Talbot, Marguret ... ©

&3 Toylor, Thomas...... 2
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L d £ d

87 Waddington, Robert 0 o 4 92 Walmesley, John ... 3 11 &

88 Wejur, Miss.._...... o 4 7% 93 Woods, Henry...... o 14 @

8¢ Treasurer of Tum- 94 Woods, Henry ...... 1 & &

pike Road ......... 0 1 © o4 Woods, Henry ...... a1 o

go Wright, Charles...... o 2 1o¢ g6 Hindley, Abel...... o1 o

95 Wood, James......... e 1 31 97 Lord, John............ 0 & o

Signed sealed and delivered

by the before named Earl of Bradiord, BRADFORD,

in the presence of
John Shaw, 8, Berners 5, Sol-,

Signed sealed and delivered by the HEeNRY J. GUNNING,
before named Henry John Gunning,
in the presence of

G. W. Gunning,
46, Park Street,
Grosvenor Square,
London,

The Wigan Water-works Act, giving powers to the Wigan
Local Board of Health, was passed Oth August, 1860, and the
conveyance was signed by Mr, Gunning, znd Sceptember, 1861,
Aas the Earl of Bradford, the patron, was then too il to execute
the deecd, an undertaking was given, 20th May, 1862, by his son
and heir apparent Grlando George Charles, Viscount Newport,
that, in the cvent of his father's deccase without executing the
deed, and his ewn succession to the estate, he would ratify and
confirm the deed of the rector.

In 1863 the ecclesiastical district of St. James, Wigan, was
constituted out of those of 5t. Thomas, Wigan, and 5t. Jchn,
Pemberton, by order in council, under & and 7 Vic, cap. 17, sec
1§ and gazetted st May of that year.

From the proceeds of the mine rents rescrved to the Wigan
tectory glebe estate, Mr. Gunning purchased in 1847 a messuage
with out-buildings and lands called Seed Love Farm, in Walton-
le-Dale, in the county of Lancaster, containing after statute


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

by2  History of the Church and Manor of Wigan.

measure 28 acres 3 roods and ¥ perches.  On 6th June, 1851, he
purchased the Orrell Mount Cottage estate in the township of
Orrell and parish of Wigan, containing after like measure 24
acres 2 roods and 3 perches. On 2zgth June, 1850, he purchased
from Mr. Jolm Leyland a field in Wigan, near to the rectory
house, called Hallgate Croft, containing after like measure 1 acre
and g perches; and cn zgth Awugust, 1856, he purchased the
Waest Farndon estate in the parish of Waodford and county of
Northampton, containing after like measare 37 acres 3 roods and
23 perches; all which are now part of the Wigan rectory cstate,

The patronage of the several chapels of St, David Haigh, St
John Pemberton, 5t. John Abram, St. Catherine Wigan, and
5t. Thomas Wigan, was vested in the rector, as that of 5t
George Wigan had previously been.

During Mr. Gunning's incumbency the following permanent
charres towards the endowment of the daughter churches were
made upon the income of the benefice, in addition to the older
charges of £16 paid annually to the Cathedral of Lichfield, £6
to the incumbent of Billinge, and £ 20 to the incumbent of Up-
holland, viz. £50 to the incumbent of Pemberton, £50 to the
curate of 5t. Catherine, £330 to the curate of S5t Thomas, and
£ 30 to the curate of Abram.

Mr. Gunning succeeded to his baronetage 22nd September,
1862, As Sir Henry John Gunning, bart, he resigned the rectory
of Wigan in 1864. His resignation is dated 16th February, and
the bishop’s acceptance 1oth February, 18647 He died at Ald-
wincle, in the county of Northampton, 3oth June, 1885, and was
buried at Horton, 5th July. He married, first, 27th February,
1827, Mary Catherine, daughter of William Ralph Cartwright,
of Aynho, in the county of Northampton, Esq, who died 25th
May, 1877, and by whom he had issue an only son, George
William, born 1oth August, 1828, who succeeded him as hAfth
baronet. Sir Henry married seccondly, 23rd October, 1879,

* [vipcesan Tegister.
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Mary, dauphter of the Rev. the Hon. William Henry Spencer,
younyree son of the first Baron Churehill, who survives him.

Sir H. ]. Gunning bore for his arms: gufes, en a fesse crminois
Bettoeen Hrec doves argest ar wean)y cressor formde per pole of the
Jirst and azwre.

The Honourable GEORGE THOMAS ORLANDD BRIDGEMAN,
M.A., second son of Georpe A F. 11, Larl of Bradford, and
Georgina Elizabeth his wife, davghter of Sir Thomas Moncreiffe,
of Moncreifle, in the county of D'erth, baronct, was instituted to
the rectery of Wizan on 17th October, 1864, at Chester, by the
Right Reverend John {Graham), lord bishop of Chester, having
been collated thereto by the said lord bishop, to whem the dona-
tion belonged for this turn by rcasen of lapse. He was inducted
to the real and actual possession of the rectory and parish church
of Wipgan on 22nd October, 1864, by the Rev. Howard St Georpe,
incumbent of Billinge, and read Limself in on Sunday, the 23rd
of the same month.

He was borm at Castle Bromwich, in the county of Warwick,
218t August, 1823, educated at [larrow and Trinity College,
Cambridge, where he was admitted 19th May, 1842, and took
his degree as Master of Arts in March, 1845,

After spending about two years in foreipn travel, and studying
theolomy for a year at the Theolegical Collegre at Wells, in the
county of Someraet, e was ordained deacon by George (Muorray),
bishop of Rochester, in the chapel called archbizhop Tennyson's
chapel, in the parish of 5t James, Wesiminster, on 215t Decem-
ber, 1846, his title to holy orders being a domestic chaplaincy
to the Earl of Bradford, to which he was nominated 13th Novem-
ber, 1249 Immediately after his ordination be sernved for a
short time the cure of Southfleet, in Kent, of which the Kew,
George Murray was then rector. He subsegquently moved, with
the bishops letters of introduction, into the divcese of Manchester,
and heid the core of Bolton-le-Moors, in the county of Lancaster,
to which lie was ticensed by the bishop, 16th March, 1550.
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Whilst there he was presented by John George Weld, Lord
Forester, to the rectory of Willey, with the perpetual curacy of
Barrow annexed, both in the county of Salop, void by the death
of the Rev. William Bates, clerk, the last incumbent. After
being ordained priest by Renn Dickson (Hampden), bishop of
Hereford, on 26th May, 1850, at Hereford, he was instituted to
these united benefices on the same day.

On 25th June, 1850, he was married to Emily Mary, daughter
of the Honourable Richard (Bagot), bishop of Bath and Wells,
by whom (who died 13th December, 1853), he has two sons and
one daughter, viz, Ernest Richard Orlando Bridgeman, now
(1889) rector of Blymhill ; Charles George Orlando Bridgeman,
Barrister-at-law, of Lincoln’s Inn, who married, 26th July, 1888,
Sidney, daughter of General Henry Lynedoch Gardiner, C.B.;
and Harriet Georgina Isabel Bridgeman, married at Wigan,
22nd April, 1879, to Douglas Stuart Murray, now (1889) rector
of Blithfield, in the county of Stafford.

Mr. Bridgeman’s next preferment was the rectory of Blymhill,
in the county of Stafford, void by the resignation of the Rev. John
Horatio Dickenson, clerk, the last incumbent, to which he was
presented by George A. F. H, Earl of Bradford, and instituted
by John (Lonsdale), bishop of Lichfield, 25th November, 1853.
On 20oth April, 1863, he was appointed, by the same bishop of
Lichfield, rural decan of Brewood, which then comprised the
parishes of Blymhill, Bishop’s Wood, Brewood, Bushbury, Cod-
sall, Coven, Shareshill, Sheriff Hales, and Weston-under-Lizard.

From Blymhill he removed to Wigan as above stated, and on
29th November, 1865, he was appointed, by William (Jacobson),
bishop of Chester, rural dean of Wigan, comprising the ancient
parish of Wigan; which appointment was renewed by the bishop
of Liverpool, 14th July, 1880, after the creation of the new diocese.

On 26th March, 1868, he was appointed honorary chaplain to
H.M. the Queen, to which he was admitted on 2nd May follow-
ing ; and was made chaplain in ordinary to H.M. 23rd Decem-
ber, 1872.
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In the meantime he was collated by the bishop of Chester to
an honorary canonry in Chester Cathedral on 11th March, 1872,
to which he was installed on the same day, together with the Rey,
John Stewart, rector of West Derby ; and from which he was
transfereed to Liverpool, (8th October, 1880, after the creation of
the new dioeese,

On 28th October, 1879, he was appointed acting chaplain to
the 4th A.B. Lancashire Riflc Volunteers, which is chicfly com-
posed of Wigan men.

Before the late rector, Sic Henry Guaning, Bart., resigned,
there werc nine chapels of case in the parish of Wigan, viz., Up-
holland, Billinpe, Hindley All Saints, 5t. George's Wigan, I'em-
berton, Haigh, Abram, 5t. Thomas's Wigan, and St Catherine's
Wigan; six of which had ccclesiastical districts assigned to them
out of the old parish. The township of Ince had also been taken
out of the distriet of 5t. Catherine and formed into a Peel parish
with a church of its own, which was consccrated 17th March,
1864 ; the district having been previbusly formed by order in
council 4th November, 1863, and the patronage vested in
Simeon's trustecs. Another ecclesiastical district—that of St
James, Wigan—had been formed out of the districts of St
Thomas and Pemberton, though the chiwreh was not yet built,

The parochial chapelry of All Saints, Hindley, seems to have
been at one tinwe recognisced by the coclesiastical commissionurs
as a parish by cenvention, fur the district assigned by them to
the new church of 5t Peter, 1indley, in 1866, was taken out of
the existing parish or parochial chapelry of Hindley without
reference to the rector or the mother church of Wigan; but a dis-
trict was afterwards assigned to the parish of All Saints, Hindley
by order in council zgth June, 15738, Upholland and Billinpe,
however, though of older standing, were not recognised by them
as such, and when a district was assigned to the new church of
Datton, which had long been reckoned as part of Upholland,
it was furmed frony the mother church of Wisan; since which
time, by the advice of the present rector, the incumbents of
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Upholland and Billinge have applied for, and obtained, eccle-
siastical districts from the old parish of Wigan, which were
assigned by order in council 30th November, 1882

The formation of these districts in the late rector’s time did
not at first interfere with the jurisdiction of the rector, who pos-
sessed the cure of souls over the whole parisht The surplice
fees paid in the several chapels of ease, however, though never
formally made over by the rector, were allowed to be retained
by the several perpetual curates whe received them; and so
whent the aet of parliament, tgth and 2oth Viet, commonly
known as Lord Blandford's act, was passed in 1856, which made
inte new parishes all those ecclesiastical districts the incumbents
of which were cntitled to receive the entire surplice fees, the
perpetual curates claimed the sole right of marrying those whoe
lived within their respective districts.

Thouph it was not apparently the intention of the act to inter-
lere with existing rights, the late rector gave way to them in this
matter, and from that time declined to marry any but those who
resided within the untouched portion of the old parish, whick
still extended in one direction to the ancient boundary adjoining
the parish of Standish, while it was cut off by the district of St.
Thomas on the other side close to the very churchyard of the
parish church.

On the voidance of the rectory by the resignation of Sir Henry
J. Gunning, Bart., in 18583, these ccclesiastical districts or paro-
chial chapelries unguestionably became wrw parishes under Lord
Klandford's act. At this time the churchyard had been closed
for burials, and a cemetery provided for the burial of the inhabi-
tants of the township of Wigan, to which the rights of the clergy
having burial grounds within the township were transferred. The
mother church of All Saints and the new church of 5t. Catherine

' Tn My, Geonge Bridgeman's time, who preceded Sir Henry Gunning, there was
& harse always kept aaddled in the recior’s stable night andd day, ready for the use of
the clergy of the parish church to visit the sick and dying wherever they might be
semmeans! throughout the whle parish.
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only had burial grounds within the township, and therefore the
incumbents of thase two churches performed the funeral services
in the consecrated partion of the cemctery over members of the
church of Enpland. In 1864, however, the incumbent of St
Thomas, which church neither had, nor was intended to have,
& chutchyard of its own, claimed the right of burying his own
parishioners in the cemetery and receiving the fees  This was
disputed by the rector, under the advice of Sir George Honey-
burne, Q.C. {(who was largely instrumental in drawing out the
Burial Acts), who gave it as his opinion that * assuming that no
Burial Board had been appointed for the Ecclesiastical District
of 5t. Thomas, the incumbeat of that church was not entitled
to interfere with the rector's emoluments in respect of inter-
ments in Wigan cemetery,” When Mr, Cronshaw, the vicar of
5t Thomas, saw the opinion of Sir G. Honeybumne, together
with the case submitted to him, he withdrew his claim for a
time, but subsequently renewed it, and the case was eventually
tried in the Court of the Queen's Bench (Cronshaw v, tie Wigan
Burial Beard), in 1872, when judgment was given in favour of
Mr. Cronshaw, the incumbent of 5t. Thomas.t

This judgment was confirmed by the Court of Error, consisting
of the Lord Chicf Baron, Mr. Baron Martin, Mr. Justice Keating,
Mr. Baron Pigott, Mr. Justicc Brett, Mr. Baron Cleasby, and
Mr. Justice Grove, on 4th February, 1873.  From this time for-
watd the incumbents of all those daupghter churches within the
township of Wigan whose position was the same as that of the
incumbent of 5t Thomas have exercised] their functions at the
cemctery, and recaived the fees for the burial of their own
parishioners.

The church of St. James, Wigan, which had been constituted
a new parish, under 6 and 7 Vie. ¢ 37, 5 15 (Church Endowment
Act 1843} 7 in 1863, was consccrated t§th September, 1866,

* In the coly similar case which hal Leen tricd befunc—hae of C. P, Day (clerk)
#. Paaoock ; Cobb (clerk) - same 3 imder fclerk) r, same, teportsd in Lhe I adiy
Reparter, vol. tiil. —judgment was given in (avvur of the mcther chuech.

* See London Gasalte, May 1, 1863 4.
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having been built and endowed by Mathaniel Eckersley, Esq., in
whom the patronage is vested.

The church of St. Peter, Hindley, the foundation stone of
which was laid 19th October, 1863, was consecrated 15th Octo-
ber, 1866, and the patronage vested in trustees. A district was
assigned ta it by order in council 8th November, 1866, Neither
of these two churches took anything from the old parish church
of Wigan, or relieved the rector of any parochial duties.

When Mr. Bridgeman succeeded as rector of Wigan, the old Hall
or rectory house, on which a considerable sum had been expended
by the late rector, was found to be so much shakent and dilapidated
by the working of the coal under the glebe that it was pronounced
to be beyond efficient repair, and was therefore condemned to be
pulled down. A portion of the glebe was at this time required
by the corporation of Wigan for a new market place and a public
park or recreation ground, He therefore got a private act of
parliament passed, with the consent of the patron and the bishop,
known as “ the Wigan Rectory Glebe Act, 1871,” which received
the Queen’s assent 14th August, 34 and 35 Victoria, 1871, by
which he obtained power to borrow money on the security of the
mine rents to rebuild the house, to part with a portion of the
glebe for the above-mentioned purposes, and to grant building
leases on lang terms of oog years.

On Mr. Bridgeman's application the Coutt of Chancery Sanc-
tioned the expenditure of £6,249 35 od4. upon the house, to be
raised on the security of the mine rents, as also 41,275 85 84
upon the gate-house or entrance gate and lodge, and £1,214 95,
upon & permanent fence or wall to enclose the grounds and lands
held in demesne adjacent to the Hall against the two new streets
called New Market Street and Parson's Walk. The old Hall,
with the exception of the offices, was taken down, and a new
house, after the designs of Mr. George Edmund Street, architect,
was built, and completed in 187g, at an expense considerably
exceeding the sum allowed by the Court of Chancery, of which
the extra portion was paid by the rector himsclf,
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A plot of [and containing seven thousand one hundred and
ninety superficial square yards was made over to the corposation
of Wigan, as the Logal Board of Health for the district of Wigan,
for the purpose of ferming part of the site of a market place for the
Barough of Wigan, and another plot of land containing hfteen
statute acres, two touds, and four perches, taken out of *the
Mesnes," was also made over to them for the purpose of forming
* & pleasure ground or place of public resort or recreation™ for
the people of Wigan, to be called “the Mesnes Park,” and a new
site for the Grammar School  For this land the corporation paid
a mere nominal sum of moacy, which would have been barely
sufficient to cover the cost of making a pood wall to fenee off the
glebe land left open and exposed to trespass by the transfer; the
sum of £2,000 being the price offered for it by the corporation,
and accepted by the rector at the request of the patron, who
wished to confer a henefit on the town. The corporation, how-
ever, undertook to make the roads adjacent to the market place
and the park, thus throwing open plots for building on the glebe
land without any further expense to the rector.  The two several
plots above mentioned were conveyed to the corporation for those
purposes only which were specified in the agreement and subject
to recntry by the rector if they should be used for any other
purpose whatsoever.

Under an agreement between the rector and corporation, an-
nexed as a schedule to ¥ Aw act for empowering the Corporation
aof Wigan to make sewwerage works for ntilization or treatment of
sewage and to make new streces and improvements of sirects and
to acguire the undertabing of the Wigan (ias Company and for
other purposes”” which received the Royal Assent 16th July,
1874, the street called Frog Lane, lying south of Wigan Hall,
was widened by the corporation and removed further from the
Hall, the rector giving the additional land required for the pur-
pose. At the same time the corporation obtained power to make
a road from the Wallgate to ldorning Strect, cutting through
the lower portion of the land last added tu the churchyard for
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an additional burial ground, which land had been scarcely
ever used for burials, and had since been closed by an order in
council.  The rector consented to the making of this road, seeing
the urgent necessity there was for it, but declined to accept any
payment for it, merely stipulating that none of the soil should be
removed from the churchyard,

The ecclesiastical district of 5t Andrew, Wigan, was formed,
by order in council, out of the parish of Wigan and the new
parish of Pemberton, and gazetted 24th March, 1871, It was
originally endowed with £50 a year by the rector, who also
raised by subscription an additional! sum of £1,500 to meet a
similar sum given by the ecclesiastical commissioners, making
the incoms up to £150 a year. The patronage is vested in the
recior, whe has subsequently added £7 104 2 year tothe endow-
ment. The church was cansecrated by the bishop of Liverpool,
3ist July, 1882, Marsh Green, or the pertion of the district which
was taken out of Pemberton, has since been restored to that
parish by order in council, 17th May, 1882, and the whole
district of 5t Andrew is now situated in the township of
‘Wigan.

The church of St. Michael and All Angels, Dalton—originally
formed out of the old tithe barn, and endowed by John Prescott
of Dalton Grange, Esq., the owner of the preat tithes of the
township of Dalton, in whom the patronage is vested—was con-
secrated 16th March, 18721 for which a distiet had already been
formed. It has since been rebuilt near the former site, and con-
secrated 29th September, 1877, The township of Dalton taken
out of the old parish of Wigan, had been assigned to it as the
ecclesiastical district, and gazetted 2gth November, 18703 There
is ne glebe house belonging to it, but a house has been provided
for the use of the incumbent by the Earl of Lathom, who gives
him the use of it rent free

The church of St. Michael and All Angels, Wigan, was built

! Wigan Odzerver, Sept. 1877,
" Ex, inf. Rev, [, Crofts, tncumbent of Dalion,


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

