
SAVE has secured a reprieve to draw up and initiate a

practical scheme for the rescue of Winstanley Hall in

Lancashire, a 450 year old Elizabethan house near

Wigan extensively remodelled by Lewis Wyatt, the

talented son of James Wyatt’s brother Benjamin in the

early 19th century. The buildings are listed Grade II*. 

The stable court and other buildings to the side 

of the main house are a prize example of English 

eccentricity, with rugged Primitivist masonry and

designed with heady mix of Norman, Tudor and

Baroque motifs and a Swiss cottage covered in Celtic-

style ornament at the end. Winstanley Hall and some 

10 acres of grounds are currently owned by a leading

local house builder, Dorbrest. After failure to gain

approval for a scheme with a substantial element of

enabling development the complex of buildings at

Winstanley have remained disused. In 2011, English

Heritage was on the point of agreeing to a scheme

which would have seen the main house and some of 

the outbuildings demolished when SAVE stepped in.

The immediate need is to halt decay. SAVE has

commissioned leading historic buildings engineers,
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Though the gardens run wild Lewis Wyatt’s entrance front still proudly surveys the park
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The Morton Partnership to draw up a scheme of 

emergency works as well as a strategy for long-term

repair.  

The grounds and parkland were subject to extensive

open cast coalmining in the post-war period and, 

subsequently, the M6 motorway was built along the

edge of the parkland, clipping off one of the lodges. 

The grounds however have been restored after mining

and the motorway is mainly in a cutting. Winstanley

remains a romantic place, secluded by trees and 

woodland and approached by a long drive. Its survival 

is the more important as so many houses in the area

around Wigan have been demolished, though nearby

Bispham Hall has been successfully rescued.

Other buildings saved from demolition by direct

intervention by SAVE are first 18th-century Barlaston

Hall, Staffordshire, which we bought for a £1 in the early

1980s when it was suffering from severe coal mining

subsidence and long term abandonment. Barlaston was

successfully restored as a single house with all its

Rococo interiors and is lived in again. 

Second, SAVE intervened to rescue All Souls, Haley

Hill in Halifax (which George Gilbert Scott said was his

best church). Here the spire, a major local landmark,

had been condemned as dangerous. We signed a seven

year repairing lease putting on a new roof and saving

the spire with an ingenious new internal skin of 

brickwork devised by Arups, the engineers. 

Third, we took on 6 Palace Street in Carnarvon, a

house of medieval origin which had been condemned

under a Dangerous Structures Notice. Here we secured

a reprieve from immediate demolition in the High

Court over the Christmas holiday and, subsequently,

carried out a full repairs programme under our 

architect, Huw Thomas, after selling it as a tea room 

and shop.

At Winstanley our immediate need is for funds

towards the emergency repairs. We are seeking grants

from English Heritage and other grant giving bodies. 

There are a number of exciting possible combina-

tions of uses. Our long-term strategy is being worked

up with advice from Kit Martin, the well-known 

The five gabled Elizabethan front built by the London goldsmith

James Bankes who bought the estate in 1595

The Elizabethan front is on the right with the parapets added by Lewis Wyatt.
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The stable courtyard built by Meyrick Bankes in the 1830s is a classic example of English eccentricity

Birds Eye view by Huw Thomas showing the full extent of the house and the impressive stable court surrounded by Meyrick Bankes’s delightfully

eccentric buildings
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The dramatic fountain in the stable court portrays Neptune in his chariot drawn by sea horses and was carved by the Liverpool sculptor

William Spence after a design by Meyrick Bankes
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rescuer of major country houses such as Gunton Hall,

Burley-on-the-Hill and Tyninghame – on the mix of

uses, and from Roger Tempest of Broughton Hall,

Yorkshire, who has pioneered the transformation of

service courtyards, stables, coach houses and farm

buildings into attractive, highly letable workspaces 

for enterprising small businesses.

We are hoping this can be combined, as at

Broughton Hall, with an element of public access,

particularly at weekends and holidays, with an 

exhibition and café for visitors. There is a late 

17th-century barn suitable for events and exhibitions. 

With the Heritage Trust for the North West we are

exploring the use of one of the buildings for heritage

training skills, a use for which Heritage Lottery funds

are available. We have had discussions with the

Landmark Trust about using the handsomely 

proportioned rooms around Lewis Wyatt’s entrance

tower as a potential holiday let, and with the National

Trust about the recreational potential of the gardens

and wider landscape. We have also recruited help from

Mark Gibson who drew up SAVE’s business plan for 

the rescue of Dumfries House and who has himself

rescued the 3,000 acre estate of Craigengillan, in

Scotland, from dereliction. Welcome help has also come

from Sophie Andreae who, while at SAVE, oversaw and

masterminded the repair of Barlaston Hall amidst a

hard fought and eventually successful battle to secure

compensation from the National Coal Board.

The Winstanley Estate was bought in 1595 by James

Bankes, a London goldsmith, who built the Elizabethan

house. His east-facing front still remains with two

projecting wings and a recessed centre stepped back in

two stages. The large mullion window of the hall is in

the centre with the original entrance to one side. 

The original Elizabethan gables were replaced in 

the early 19th century by a parapet designed by Lewis

Wyatt who worked at Winstanley in 1818–19. He

designed a new entrance tower to the south with an

Ionic portico. Inside, some of his plasterwork remains

and a fine cantilevered staircase with iron balustrade.

On the south west corner is a wing with a 

three-sided bay of 1780. There are also date stones 

of 1843 and 1889.

The stable yard is surrounded by a series of 

buildings consisting of an east range of 1834 with

concave facades and arched entrances. Behind this is 

a 17th-century barn with strutted trusses. The north

stable range with central clock tower, and octagonal

windows and cupolas at the corners also dates from 

the 1830s. Opposite is the coach house which features

an exquisite double curved staircase. The Neptune 

Cast-iron gatepost and gate

Round arches in the

Norman style

Grotesque carved head

over a doorway
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fountain in the centre of the stable court is by William

Spence and dates from c. 1830. At the west end of the

yard are the central Swiss cottage and adjoining malt

house with stepped gable dating from 1884 as well as a

late-18th century dairy house. A number of the Lewis

Wyatt gate lodges survive. 

The rescue of Winstanley Hall is a major task but

since the exhibition The Destruction of the Country House

in 1974, which led to the foundation of SAVE, we have

not lost a country house of this age and quality. We

hope this project will receive the strong support of

SAVE’s Friends – the Society for the Protection of

Ancient Buildings (SPAB) has just sent us a welcome

cheque and the Georgian Group has also pledged

support. Donations, small as well as large, are naturally

welcome. We also need the endorsement of our 

Friends and supporters in making the plight of these

remarkable buildings better known.

You can also help us in one specific way by joining

the Friends of Winstanley Hall – founder member 

Dan Cruickshank. This involves a one off donation of at

least £5 which can be made by cheque, credit card or via

our website. We did this with All Souls Haley Hill and 

it was a great boost to the project. Please join!

Marcus Binney, President of SAVE

The 17th century barn is suitable as an events and exhibition space  The Swiss Cottage has a hint of Celtic ornament in the masonry detail. 
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A family dog sits on a circular turret

A stable range in rough hewn ‘Primitive’ style
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The strong convex and concave curves suggest Meyrick Bankes had a taste for the baroque.

Text by Marcus Binney © SAVE Britain’s Heritage 2011

Photographs by Paul Barker

ISBN: 978-0-905978-69-7

Winstanley layout 8pp_Layout 1  20/12/2011  17:05  Page 8



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


