
A Torah Community Whose Heart Beats As One
Emanuel

Blessed with a new spirit 
of growth and energy



A vision to create the first 
ultra-Orthodox town in the Shomron.  
Nestled atop the majestic Shomron 
mountains, Emanuel sits on a major east-
west thoroughfare connecting Kedumim to 
Ariel.

A vision  to create a 
community that would flourish with Torah, 
as its counterparts in Jerusalem and Bnei 
Brak.  Today, the town boasts some 4,000 
residents, and with a new burst of interest 
throughout Israel, Emanuel prays for 
continued growth.

A vision to create a community 
whose heart would beat as one.  Within 
Emanuel throbs a spirit of growth and 
energy.  A spirit that has galvanized the 
town to plan a future that is based on 
genuine Torah values and provides for the 
well being of all its residents.  

Emanuel was born of a vision
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Emanuel, whose name means "Hashem 
is with us" is the story of a town whose 

faith has been tested, and whose citizens 
have reaffirmed their belief in their future.

In 1983, when Emanuel existed only on 
paper, all one could see on the Biblical 
border between the tribes of Efraim and 
Menashe, were expanses of olive trees, 
aged stone walls and ibex perched on 
the hilltops. 

For the town’s first residents, streaming 
from the ultra-orthodox neighborhoods of 
Jerusalem and Bnei Brak, Emanuel was a 
pioneer’s dream.   

They built homes and schools, kollels and 
synagogues, and planted trees and flowers.

Emanuel quickly grew to 650 families. Then, 
within a period of six months, Emanuel 
suffered two terrorist attacks, and one-third 
of the residents left. 
 

Those remaining decided to shape 
a new future.
They formed the “Emanuel Development 
Fund” comprising individuals dedicated to 
investing in Emanuel’s future.  

Since then, Emanuel has witnessed growth 
that is enviable.  Today, with numerous 
educational institutions and kollels, 
bustling summer tourism, the sprouting 
of cottage industries, and a flurry of new 
programs, services and activities that have 
attracted many new families, Emanuel has 
surpassed its previous population highs.

Emanuel is a success.  Thanks to 
a mixture of faith, commitment and 
a desire among the residents to 
shape their future together.  
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Shaping the future 

Rav Ehrenreich, 
one of Israel's youngest 

mayors and father of 
five, has been Mayor 
since 2004.  He is a 
graduate of Yeshivat 

Sfat Emet, Yeshivat Amri 
Emet Gur and the Shas 

Dayanut track.  As a 
member of the Sha’arei 
Olam organization, he 

was instrumental in 
establishing numerous 

religious and educational 
institutions in Emanuel.
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“To change our image, we had to do 
something dramatically different.  After 

much consultation, we decided to invest in tourism 
exclusively for the ultra Orthodox community.  
This has been a boon for us.  In the summer 
of 2007 we hosted 25,000 summer tourists, and 
provided income for some150 Emanuel families.  
For the ultra-Orthodox, Emanuel is a summertime 
paradise.  Overnight, the press stopped bashing 
Emanuel and began praising us.”

Rav Yeshayahu Ehrenreich, Mayor

The Emanuel Development Fund, working 
hand-in-hand with the Emanuel  Council, 

have literally turned their town around.  They 
provide a level of aid and services that is rare  
elsewhere in the country. 

But, there is still much more to do.  With the 
increasingly growing needs of the populace, 
there is an urgent call to both enhance and 
augment these services.  

Emanuel has outlined a number of vital programs 
which demand additional investment funding 
from friends and supporters:

 Emergency Care & Medical Center
 Child Development Center 
 Employment Training & Consulting Center 
 Security & Defense Center

We are asking you to join with us so 
we can take the next step forward. 



Emergency Care 
& Medical Center
W ith the closest hospital center 

45 minutes away and the town’s 
high percentage of economically 
distressed families, illness or medical 
emergencies can be life-threatening 
for many of Emanuel’s residents.  

How has Emanuel coped to date? 

Unlike other towns in Israel, Emanuel 
took upon itself to fill a number of 
medical voids.  

One, by engaging a physician, who sees 
patients when the clinics are closed.   

Two, by supporting a core group of 
fourteen Hatzalah-affiliated volunteer 
medics, headed by veteran medic Rav 
Moshe Eichler.  Emanuel supplies the 
volunteer core with some of their 
equipment, but the volunteers often pay 
for their training and expenses out of 
their own pockets.

While Emanuel has managed many of its 
emergencies with great skill, compassion 
and care, our needs are growing and our 

resources are extremely limited.  

We now need a fully equipped Emergency 
Care & Medical Center. This Center 
would operate around the clock, treating 
all emergencies that occur in town and 
in the nearby region.  And, we need to 
provide supplementary equipment for our 
volunteer medics, often the first on the 
scene during any emergency.  

We ask you to help us take this 
next step forward to provide 
superior emergency medical care 
and assistance for Emanuel’s 
residents.  
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Emergency Care 
& Medical Center

Monthly 
Budget
Emergency Clinic  $ 1,500
(maintenance and rent)

Basic Equipment  $ 1,200
(bandages, dressings, pads, burn 
kits, tourniquets, heating/cooling 
packs, infusion kits, medicines, 
creams, resuscitation kits, gloves, 
disinfectant kits)

Physician $ 2,500

Ambulance Drivers* $ 2,600
(*MADA only pays for the 
ambulance, not for the drivers.)

Monthly Total:  $ 7,800

Annual Total:  $ 93,000

Budget for Equipment 
for Medical Center and 
Ambulance

12-lead diagnostic ECG 
monitoring, 
multi-parameter
defibrillator 
and recorder $26,000

Fetal Monitor  $ 6,700

Spot Vital Signs Blood 
Pressure Equipment $ 2,500

MIR Laboratory Blood
Testing Kit for Clinics $12,700

Total:   $ 47,900
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Child Development Center
M ore than 50% of Emanuel’s residents 

are under the age of 18, and some 
15% are in need of therapeutic intervention.  To 
date, there was no Child Development Center in 
town. Therapeutic intervention was only available 
in some neighboring towns, making it both 
unaffordable and unrealistic for many parents.

“If children don’t receive the help they 
need when they’re young, then the 
damage is irreversible and long-term.”  
Rachel, Director of Education

Emanuel launched, during the 2006-2007 school 
year, a pilot Child Development Center program.  
The program offered screening, occupational 
therapy, speech therapy, and parenting classes.  
Initial screening tests conducted by qualified 
individuals in several of the town’s pre-school 
programs identified 20 young learning challenged 
children who then  benefitted from professional 
therapeutic intervention.  Parents also participated 
in parenting groups.

The results were astonishing. “In five minutes of 
your training program, you helped enlighten me 
on my child’s learning difficulties that I did not 
understand before.” Parent

Budget
Tutoring Program    

Screening & Evaluation    $ 400

Tutor       $ 120 
(per month)

Annual Program per Child      $ 1,600 
(based on 10 months)

Annual Program for 50 Children   $ 80,000

Therapeutic Program

Screening & Evaluation $ 400

Therapeutic Intervention  $ 150 
(per month)

Annual Program per Child $ 1,900  
(based on 10 months)

Annual Program for 50 Children  $ 95,000



Child Development Center

Based on the success of this pilot 
program, we would like to: 

 extend the screening program
 provide home tutors for school-
aged learning challenged children 
 enhance therapeutic intervention 
to include physical and art therapy

We ask you to help us take this 
next step forward in providing 
therapeutic intervention for 
Emanuel’s children.

  Budget 
 
Integrated Therapeutic Program

Screening & Evaluation    $ 400
Monthly Therapy     $ 150
Monthly Tutor     $ 120
Annual Therapy Program per Child  $ 1,500 
(based on 10 months)
Annual Tutoring Program    $ 1,200 
(based on 10 months)
Tutoring, Therapy & Screening   $ 3,100 
(per child)
Annual Program for 50 Children   $155,000

Administration & Infrastructure

Insurance, maintenance, equipment
and office expenses    $ 2,500 
(monthly)
Annual costs     $ 25,000 
(based on 10 months)

Total Cost of Child Development
Center and Tutors   $ 355,000



Employment Training & Consulting Center

Moved to Emanuel 
in 1992.  Graduate of 

Yeshivat Slonim and Beit 
Midrash for Teaching of 

Rav Ohrbach.  Largely 
responsible for Emanuel’s 

turn-around through his 
manifold activities with the 

Fund. Entrepreneur and 
father of five.
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“In 2000 the Emanuel Development 
Fund was established, with the goal of 

attracting young couples to move here. We created 
a number of projects, but one of the important 
steps we took was to support the establishment of  
small businesses that would provide parnassah.”

Rav Moshe Zinger, Chairman, Emanuel Development Fund
  

Today, the town is proud of the entrepreneurs who 
have created employment opportunities for many 
residents.  And, we’re also proud of the Fund’s 
scholarship fund which supports talented young 
men, who combine learning in promising field of 
studies with Torah studies.

An Employment Training & Consulting Center, will 
enable us to greatly further these activities.  The 
Center will be jointly mentored by Manpower, a 
professional employment company, and MATI, 

government-sponsored small business consultants. 
Their first task will be to conduct an in-depth 
marketing study to assess needs and capabilities.  
The Center will then focus on creating:

 training courses in designated fields of study
 hi-tech training courses for women
 Torah Institute, to employ and train avreichim in 

the book production/publishing field 

We ask you to help us take this next step 
forward in creating new opportunities for 
Emanuel’s residents.

Annual Budget
Scholarship for Retraining Program: $ 8,200

Academic Scholarship*  $ 3,000

(*Emanuel has identified 20 residents who are 
eligible for academic scholarships)
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Security & Defense Center

S everal years ago, Emanuel agreed it was 
imperative to supplement the government’s 

security arrangements.  As such, a core group of 
resident volunteers, none possessing professional 
military experience, were carefully recruited and 
selected.  Initially, under the supervision of 
the Israel Defense Forces, they underwent an 
intensive training program.  

Referred to in Hebrew as a “preparedness class,” 
these 15 volunteers regularly train four times a 
year and also participate in special courses and 
lectures. 

Today, this dedicated group is an integral element 
in providing enhanced security and defense 
services to this town of 4,000 residents. 

We ask you to help us take this next 
step forward in ensuring the safety of 
Emanuel’s residents.

Security & Defense CenterSecurity & Defense Center

Annual Budget
Annual Training Sessions $ 20,000

Special Package of Benefits
Awarded to the Volunteers
and their Families in Gratitude
for Their Volunteerism $15,000
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Communities

By Yehudah Marks

Emmanuel, the pastoral
chareidi town in central
Shomron, enjoyed more than 20
years of growth, attracting fam-
ilies who preferred its spacious
grounds, slower pace and
breathtaking view over the hus-
tle and bustle of the big city.

But then came two suicide
attacks in 2001 and 2002,
killing 17, Hy”d, and leaving
over 100 wounded. Not only did
the attacks personally touch
just about every family in
Emmanuel, it scarred the town,
as up to 40 percent of the resi-
dents left the city. Those who
stayed behind felt like they
were living in a ghost town.

Following the mass exodus
of Emmanuel residents, the
prices of apartments dropped,
hitting rock bottom and being
rented out for free — the ten-
ants only needed to pay munic-
ipal taxes.

Now, however, this situation
has changed. Emmanuel num-
bers over 4,000 residents and
every apartment in the city is
inhabited — rents have jumped
to over $200 a month, with the
price rocketing to $100 per
night during the summer!

Local council head Rabbi
Yeshayahu Erenreich, the man
behind this turnover, explains
what caused the amazing
change in Emmanuel.

“To change our image, we
had to do something strategi-
cally dramatic,” he explains.
“So after consulting with the
experts, we decided to launch a
tourism project for chareidi
society — and the results can
be seen all over.”

In the three years since his
election, Rabbi Erenreich has
brought over 200 new families
to Emmanuel, thanks mainly to
his summer tourism program.

With full-page advertise-

ments in the chareidi press fea-
turing two huge separate swim-
ming pools for men and women,
a large pond with swans and
geese, an open-air park train, a
magnificent promenade and
lots more, Emmanuel’s chareidi
atmosphere lures the wary
chareidi public from the city.
And after visiting the city and
enjoying the clear air, the wide-
open spaces and the spotlessly
clean roads, many decide to
stay.

“Many people are afraid to

visit Emmanuel because of the
security situation,” Rabbi
Erenreich admits. “We there-
fore have to bring them to
Emmanuel to experience its
unique tranquility and to see
for themselves that it is a nor-
mal town with normal people.

“Last summer, over 25,000
visitors came to Emmanuel,
which not only provided
income for 150 families, it also
boosted Emmanuel’s reputa-
tion.” Rabbi Erenreich adds
that the council is planning a

hotel and tzimerim, privately
run vacation cottages, to
accommodate visitors.

So the mass emigration is
over?

Baruch Hashem, the resi-
dents are happy here and don’t
want to move out anymore. Of
course, there are naturally one
or two families a year who have
to move for various reasons, but
the emigration that we wit-
nessed several years ago is
over.

The Slonimer Rebbe has a

flourishing kehillah in
Emmanuel with a large beis
medrash, and even after the ter-
rorist attacks he didn’t allow
his chassidim to leave. Instead,
he encouraged them to move to
Emmanuel. We are also negoti-
ating with another kehillah to
move to Emmanuel, but it is
still too early to release any
details.

The dramatic change can be
noticed in the school classes —
while there are only 20 stu-
dents per class in the upper

The Revival of Emmanuel
Terror attacks in 2001 and 2002 turned the chareidi center into a ghost town — until 
Rabbi Yeshayahu Erenreich was elected local council head and turned things around

In just three years, Rabbi Erenreich has brought over 200 new families to Emmanuel, thanks mainly to his summer tourism program.

Emmanuel’s civilian response team has been trained by the IDF.
Emmanuel operates a medical clinic, which includes basic equipment and a full-time doctor,
but wants to expand with more sophisticated equipment, like an ECG defibrillator.
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hitting rock bottom and being
rented out for free — the ten-
ants only needed to pay munic-
ipal taxes.

Now, however, this situation
has changed. Emmanuel num-
bers over 4,000 residents and
every apartment in the city is
inhabited — rents have jumped
to over $200 a month, with the
price rocketing to $100 per
night during the summer!

Local council head Rabbi
Yeshayahu Erenreich, the man
behind this turnover, explains
what caused the amazing
change in Emmanuel.

“To change our image, we
had to do something strategi-
cally dramatic,” he explains.
“So after consulting with the
experts, we decided to launch a
tourism project for chareidi
society — and the results can
be seen all over.”

In the three years since his
election, Rabbi Erenreich has
brought over 200 new families
to Emmanuel, thanks mainly to
his summer tourism program.

With full-page advertise-

ments in the chareidi press fea-
turing two huge separate swim-
ming pools for men and women,
a large pond with swans and
geese, an open-air park train, a
magnificent promenade and
lots more, Emmanuel’s chareidi
atmosphere lures the wary
chareidi public from the city.
And after visiting the city and
enjoying the clear air, the wide-
open spaces and the spotlessly
clean roads, many decide to
stay.

“Many people are afraid to

visit Emmanuel because of the
security situation,” Rabbi
Erenreich admits. “We there-
fore have to bring them to
Emmanuel to experience its
unique tranquility and to see
for themselves that it is a nor-
mal town with normal people.

“Last summer, over 25,000
visitors came to Emmanuel,
which not only provided
income for 150 families, it also
boosted Emmanuel’s reputa-
tion.” Rabbi Erenreich adds
that the council is planning a

hotel and tzimerim, privately
run vacation cottages, to
accommodate visitors.

So the mass emigration is
over?

Baruch Hashem, the resi-
dents are happy here and don’t
want to move out anymore. Of
course, there are naturally one
or two families a year who have
to move for various reasons, but
the emigration that we wit-
nessed several years ago is
over.

The Slonimer Rebbe has a

flourishing kehillah in
Emmanuel with a large beis
medrash, and even after the ter-
rorist attacks he didn’t allow
his chassidim to leave. Instead,
he encouraged them to move to
Emmanuel. We are also negoti-
ating with another kehillah to
move to Emmanuel, but it is
still too early to release any
details.

The dramatic change can be
noticed in the school classes —
while there are only 20 stu-
dents per class in the upper

The Revival of Emmanuel
Terror attacks in 2001 and 2002 turned the chareidi center into a ghost town — until 
Rabbi Yeshayahu Erenreich was elected local council head and turned things around

In just three years, Rabbi Erenreich has brought over 200 new families to Emmanuel, thanks mainly to his summer tourism program.

Emmanuel’s civilian response team has been trained by the IDF.
Emmanuel operates a medical clinic, which includes basic equipment and a full-time doctor,
but wants to expand with more sophisticated equipment, like an ECG defibrillator.
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